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KATHLEEN FOODY 
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — Il-
linois Gov. J.B. Pritzker on 
Friday ordered all state resi-
dents to remain in their homes 
except for essentials, joining 
similar dramatic efforts in Cal-
ifornia and New York to limit 
the spread of the coronavirus.

Pritzker's order, which takes 
effect Saturday at 5 p.m. and is 
set to expire April 7, still allows 
the state's 12.6 million resi-
dents to head outside to buy 
groceries and medicine. 

"If there are actions that I 
can take that will save lives in 
the midst of this pandemic, 

no matter how difficult, then 
I have an obligation," Pritz-
ker said. The Democrat said 
he was trying to prevent po-
tentially tens of thousands of 
deaths but urged people not 
to panic. 

"For the vast majority of you 
already taking precautions, 
your lives will not change very 
much," he said, adding that 
people can continue to shop 
for groceries, visit pharmacies 
and gas stations and exercise 
outdoors. 

People also can continue 
to pick up meals from restau-
rants, he said.

Pritzker acknowledged the 
state doesn't have the resourc-

es or the desire to enforce the 
order to limit individuals' ac-
tions, but he said law enforce-
ment will take action if nec-
essary, although it is not clear 
what that means. 

The stay-at-home order will 
also mean schools statewide 
remain closed until April 8, he 
said. 

Pritzker had previously or-
dered all schools statewide to 
shut down through the end of 
March and limited gatherings 
to 50 people to curb the spread 
of the coronavirus in the state. 
He also closed dine-in service 
at bars and restaurants, but al-
lowed businesses to continue 
delivery or carryout options.

The governors of Califor-
nia and New York have issued 
similar orders. 

Chicago Mayor Lori Light-
foot, who stood by Pritzker's 
side as he announced the or-
der, said she agreed with the 
decision.

"Think of this as safer at 
home," she said. 

For most people, the coro-
navirus causes only mild or 
moderate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough. For some, es-
pecially older adults and peo-
ple with existing health prob-
lems, it can cause more severe 
illness, including pneumonia.

The vast majority of people 
recover from the virus. Ac-

cording to the World Health 
Organization, people with 
mild cases recover in about 
two weeks, while those with 
more severe ones can take 
three to six weeks to get better. 

As of Friday afternoon, Il-
linois has reported 585 cases 
of COVID-19 in 25 counties, 
up from 422 a day earlier. The 
state reported one more death 
Friday — a woman in her 70s 
from Cook County — taking 
the state's toll to five. 

The Illinois Chamber of 
Commerce issued a statement 
of support for Pritzker’s or-
der, stating the governor has 
shown strong leadership in 

Illinois urged to stay home
Gov. Pritzker uses emergency powers, imposes stay-at-home order to curb COVID-19

See ORDER, Page 12A

NO KIDS LEFT HUNGRY DURING SCHOOL CLOSINGS

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

Area schools are distributing 
meals to students who may other-
wise go hungry during the current 
coronavirus shutdown.

In Paris, Mayo Middle School, 
Wenz Elementary School and Me-
morial Elementary School are all 
meal distribution points, passing 
out or delivering hundreds of sack 
lunches per day from the schools’ 
main entrances. Lunches are packed 
with items like ham and cheese 
wraps or sandwiches, chips, apples, 
cereal bars and milk or juice. 

In Paris 95, the number of stu-
dents of all ages needing food has 
grown this week to 950, according 
to Jeremy Larson, Superintendent of 
Schools. 

Kansas and Chrisman schools are 
also providing daily meals for take-
out, including some breakfast items. 

Kansas CUSD #3 urges parents 

Schools distribute meals 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Kyle Shay, left, and Superintendent of Schools Jeremy Larson hand out lunches to kids from Beautiful Blossoms 
Daycare outside Mayo Middle School on March 17. Mayo, Wenz Elementary and Memorial Elementary are all meal 
distribution points in the wake of school closings.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Sharon Evitt hands out lunches to students outside Wenz Elementary School 
on Tuesday, March 17. Over 500 lunches were delivered and distributed from 
Wenz the previous day. As a safety measure, employees were the only ones 
allowed in the school building.See LUNCHES Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Local emergency and 
health officials have put to-
gether a plan for dealing with 
the more severe aspects of 
COVID-19 if the disease ap-
pears in Edgar County.

“As of 11 a.m. today, there 
are no confirmed cases in Ed-
gar County,” Jill Taylor said 
Thursday afternoon.

North American Light-
ing announced Thursday an 
employee suspected of being 
exposed to the coronavirus 
tested negative and is not in-
fected. The same day Union 
Hospital in Terre Haute, Ind., 
reported treating a confirmed 
case, although the hospital 
did not identify the home 

community of the patient. 
Taylor is the Edgar Coun-

ty Emergency Services and 
Disaster Agency (ESDA) 
coordinator and ESDA is the 
agency responsible for coor-
dinating efforts with all local 
responders and keeping lines 
of communication open with 
state and federal authorities 
during a disaster or emergen-
cy.

She explained meetings 
with Horizon Health, the 
Edgar County Health De-
partment, first responders 
like law enforcement, fire 
departments and ambulance 
services, along with county 
board representatives and 
other elected officials plus 
local restaurants and oth-

er retailers has resulted in a 
plan for quarantining people 
should that need arise.

Not every case of 
COVID-19 requires hospi-
talization although anyone 
who feels ill, for whatever 
reason, should self-quaran-
tine and stay home to avoid 
exposing others to the virus. 
Health officials say, much 
like the common cold, time 
is the best cure for mild cas-
es of COVID-19 and that is 
achieved by staying home 
and allowing the body to 
heal naturally. Medical inter-
vention is only necessary in 
those cases where a high fe-
ver develops, the patient has 
a persistent cough with diffi-
culty breathing or does not 

show signs of improvement.
Taylor said the county’s 

quarantine plan is for those 
patients who may not be 
able to care for themselves at 
home, have been discharged 
from the hospital but can’t go 
home because they still pose 
a risk for infecting other fam-
ily members or in extreme 
cases where everyone in the 
house is sick and incapable of 
caring for each other.

The plan has identified a 
location where such patients 
may be housed in a way that 
allows for their continued 
care and ease of supplying 
them with food, water and 
any necessary medicines, 
while still guaranteeing the 
room a COVID-19 patient 

occupies is not part of a cen-
tral ventilation system to pre-
vent the virus from moving 
through HVAC ducts. 

Another consideration is 
making sure the room is eas-
ily accessible for sanitizing 
and a way exists to isolate the 
patient’s laundry for separate 
washing. The plan stipulates 
the responsibility of each 
agency involved to make sure 
the patient, or patients, is 
cared for in quarantine.

“Most people don’t require 
hospitalization,” said Taylor, 
adding all involved believe 
the contingency plan is work-
able and should meet local 
needs. “We have resources we 
can go to in other counties, if 
that becomes necessary.”

Local officials are preparing for COVID-19

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County residents ap-
proved paying more taxes in Tues-
day’s primary election in order to 
address important needs.

Northern Edgar County gave 
an overwhelming yes to the idea of 
creating a special service area that 
can collect a property tax to help 
support a local ambulance service 
in Young America, Ross, Prairie, 
Brouilletts Creek, Edgar and Shi-
loh townships.

The vote was 474 for to 171 
against, resulting in a 73.49 percent 
vote in favor of the idea among the 
685 ballots cast. The nays were at 
the 26.51 percent level.

Tuesday’s vote is considered ad-
visory only to show support for the 
idea. Only the Edgar County Board 
can create the special service area 
— and that process includes two 
advisory periods and a hearing. 
Opponents can circulate a petition 
against the proposal during one of 
the advisory periods, but they must 
gather signatures of more than 50 
percent of the landowners and resi-
dents to stop it.

Based on the numbers shown 
by Tuesday’s vote it appears to be 
an uphill battle to stop the special 
service area.

It was a much closer contest in 
the referendum to establish a 1 per-
cent safety tax to support the Edgar 
County Sheriff’s Department, ad-
dress needs at the jail and possibly 
build a new jail in the future. 

The 1 percent tax is a sales tax 
on some — but not all — items 
sold in retail businesses. Yes votes 
were 1,590 and no votes were 
1,430. That represents 52.65 per-
cent for the tax among the 3,093 
ballots cast. The no votes came in 
at 47.35 percent.

“It’s a big relief,” county board 
chairman Jeff Voigt said Tuesday 
evening about the passage. “Now 
the work starts. I’m gratified the 
citizens supported this and now it 
is up to us to show voters we are 
doing what we said we would do.”

Voigt said no additional action 
is needed by the county board re-
garding the sales tax. Once county 
clerk August Griffin certifies the 

Referendum 
questions pass 
in election

See ELECTION, Page 12A



Crafty’s Diecast & Farm ToyCrafty’s Diecast & Farm Toy
Sunday, March 29, 2020 Show

9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
VFW, 601 W Court, Paris

Adults (13 & over): $2.00
Children 12 & under: Free

1/64 scale 
diorama will 

be on display 
in exhibition

Farm toys for sale will include brands ranging from John 
Deere, Case IH, Allis Chalmers, Ford and other in 1/16 
plus 1/64 scales.

Toy brands represented include ERTL, Hot Wheels, 
Matchbox, Greenlight, SpecCast,Johnny Lightning, Scale 
Models, plus others.
For more show information or to be a 
Vendor call/text Zachary Morecraft 
after 4 p.m. weekdays at 217-508-3286

Visit “Crafty’s Diecast and Toy Show” Facebook 

CANCELEDCANCELED

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we 
may find ourselves in need of 
mental health or substance use 
disorder services. There are some 
resources actively available to 
our community members. Here is 
a list of such resources:

Human Resources Center 
remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use disor-
der treatment. In-person appoint-
ments are limited, but phone and 
video sessions are encouraged 
for the safety of the community 
and our staff. HRC is here to help 
in this difficult time.

118 East Court Street, Paris 
217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
  
406 N 2nd Street, Marshall
217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 7:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

Regional Behavioral Health 
Crisis Line: 1-866-567-2400

24/7 access for people feeling 
suicidal or homicidal.

Illinois Warm Line:  1-866-
359-7593

Monday through Friday, 8am-
5pm
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BLOOD DRIVE IS STILL ON, MARCH 23
The American Red Cross blood drive is still scheduled for 
Monday, March 23, at the Knights of Columbus Hall  Paris. The 
first appointment begins at 11:30 a.m. and the final one at 5:30 
p.m. While non-essential services and travel are being suspend-
ed, the Red Cross deems the blood drive essential, especially 
since the number of donors has gone down due to the virus and 
canceled blood drives across the country. There will be a number 
of precautions taken at the Paris blood drive. All donors must 
enter through the back doors of the KC Hall for screening before 
entering. The bar area of the hall will also be utilized to help 
space donors in order to follow social distancing guidelines set 
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Those who 
are healthy and wish to donate can still set up an appointment 
by contacting Nancy Englebright at (217)-275-3434.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

43   29
Prec: 0%

44   34
Prec: 60%

52   39
Prec: 0%

54   42
Prec: 70%

62   46
Prec: 0%

64   47
Prec: 40%

58   43
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly sunny skies with unsea-
sonably cool highs in the lower 40s.

SUNDAY — Another chilly and mostly 
cloudy day with highs in the mid 40s and 
scattered rain showers.

MONDAY — Highs climb back near average 
in the lower 50s under partly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:52 a.m. 7:04 p.m. 5:58 a.m. 4:36 p.m.

SUNDAY 6:50 a.m. 7:05 p.m. 6:27 a.m. 5:34 p.m.

MONDAY 6:49 a.m. 7:06 p.m. 6:53 a.m. 6:32 p.m.

TUESDAY 6:47 a.m. 7:07 p.m. 7:18 a.m. 7:29 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:45 a.m. 7:08 p.m. 7:42 a.m. 8:27 p.m.

THURSDAY 6:44 a.m. 7:09 p.m. 8:07 a.m. 9:25 p.m.

FRIDAY 6:42 a.m. 7:10 p.m. 8:33 a.m. 10:23 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53°/24°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83° in 2012
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -7° in 1951

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.53”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.86”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,59”

NORMAL:    High: 53   Low: 33    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts 
Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeff Chambers, Dan 
Dundas, Tim Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones, 
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer 
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Patti Garver/Eve-
lyn Barnes
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Cliff 
Macke
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to residents in and around 
Edgar County, Clark County, 
Douglas County, Vermilion 
County and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2020 by Prairie Bea-
con LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in 
part without written permis-
sion is prohibited. 
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Paris Beacon-NewsParis Beacon-News

Free Phone Support For 
ANYONE Living in Illinois. From 
the main menu, select option #2, 
then #5. Interpreters available 
for hundreds of languages. Staff 
are also adept at conversing 
through Video Relay TTY: 1 (866) 
880-4459 

National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline:  1-800-273-8255

Crisis Text Line:  Text HOME 
to 741741.

CANCELED EVENTS

Concern about the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus has caused 
the cancellation of numerous 
events. The following list is not 
comprehensive but represents 
information provided to The 
Prairie Press about canceling or 
postponing events.

Given the rate at which activ-

ities are being canceled people 
should call ahead to confirm 
with sponsoring organizations if 
a scheduled event is continuing. 

Governor JB Pritzker ordered 
all Illinois schools closed and all 
school extracurricular activities 
canceled between March 17 and 
March 30

Effective immediately all 
face-to-face events organized by 
Illinois Extension through May 
31 are canceled, suspended or 
transitioned to online deliv-
ery. This includes all 4-H Club 
meetings. People should look for 
cancellations or postponements 
on the website go.illinois.edu/
cce. Plans may change based 
on directions provided by the 
local health department and 
questions may be submitted via 
email at uie-cce@illinois.edu. 
Extension staff are exploring 
ways to provide judging, exhibit 
and showcase opportunities for 

4-H projects.
March 21, The Edgar County 

Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict office is halting in-person 
service starting today because 
of concerns about COVID-19. 
Staff is still available to answer 
questions and provide service 
via email at ecswcd@gmail.com. 
For assistance with fish orders, 
email Tara Hopkins at Tara.
Hopkins@il.nacdnet.net.  

March 21 & 22, the Chrisman 
High School performance of 
“The Little Mermaid” is can-
celed although it will try to be 
rescheduled.

March 21, Jonah Fish Fry at 
the Masonic Temple is post-
poned 

March 21, 21 Edgar County 
Tack Sale and Bake Sale by the 
Head, Heart and Hooves 4-H 
Club is postponed but no new 
date has been set.

March 22, St. Mary’s Altar 
Society Bunco Party is canceled.

March 24, 4-H YQCA in-person 
training is now 6 p.m. April 21 at 
the 4-H Fairgrounds.

March 26, Extension’s Choose 
Health Action Teen (CHAT) 
webinar is canceled

March 27, 4-H Shooting 
Sports Safety meeting is can-
celed until further notice.

March 27, 28 & 29, the Paris 
High School performance of 
“Grease” is canceled although it 
will try to be rescheduled

March 28,  EnerStar Annual 
Meeting postponed, no date for 
rescheduling selected at this 
time

March 31, Edgar County 4-H 
new member party is postponed 
without a new date set for 7 p.m. 
April 24 at the Edgar County 4-H 
Fairgrounds. 

April 4, Extension’s Choose 
Health Action Teen (CHAT) 
in-person training canceled

April 5, The Coles County Bar-
bershop Chorus benefit concert 
scheduled April 5 is canceled. 
There is a possibility it may be 
rescheduled later in the summer 
to benefit area homeless shelter 
and food pantry programs.

April 9, April in Paris Gar-
dening Seminar canceled, call 
the Extension Office 465-8585 
regarding refundsd

All Dine with a Doc programs 
at area senior centers are 
canceled from now until April 15. 
This includes the April 8 session 
at the Chester P. Sutton Senior 
Center, Paris, and the April 10 
program at the Marshall Senior 
Center. A decision about the pro-
grams between April 16 and April 
30 will be made at a later date.

The Paris American Legion 
Post is canceling the Queen of 
Heart drawings for approximate-
ly the next 30 days. 

The Marshall Public Library 
has closed to the public through 
March 30. Call the library at 217-
826-2535 for more information.

TOPS #IL1563 has canceled 
weekly meetings through April 12.

The Chrisman Public Library 
is closed until further notice.

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

His furever home...  your forever home.
Make a move with  

low down  
payment options
and GREAT RATES too!

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170
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APPLICATION DEADLINE

SCHOLARSHIPS
APPLY ONLINE FOR

20 Scholarship Opportunities 
Full list and application

can be found at
BANKPROSPECT.COM

$518k Awarded in 2019!

April 17, 2020

MEMBER FDIC

POSTPONED
due to COVID-19. All ticket holders for this show will be 

honored as we finish rescheduling it for next season. 
Your health is our priority.

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHRISMAN — Until 
further notice, firefighters at 
Chrisman will respond to all 
medical calls wearing Per-
sonal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) and respirators.

Fire Chief Mike Marvin 
said while the appearance of 
firefighters in full protective 
body suits and respirators 
may be off putting, it is a sim-
ple precaution to help stop 
the spread of COVID-19.

He added responding while 
wearing the PPE is as much 
for the safety of the patient as 
it is for firefighters.

Paris Fire Chief Brian Gates 
said Paris firefighters are not 

responding on medical calls 
with PPE gear and respira-
tors, but firefighters are taking 
due caution when dispatch-
ing information indicates the 
patient has a fever or has per-
haps traveled recently.

“If we don’t need to be in 
the house, we may maintain 
our distance unless the ambu-
lance crew needs help,” said 
Gates. 

 The chief added the fire de-
partment has the PPE cloth-
ing and respirators for fire-
fighters but following the lead 
of the Horizon Health Am-
bulance, it is not necessary to 
respond that way to each call.

“If we wear it, and it’s not 
needed it could cause mass 
panic,” said Gates.

He speculated neighbors 
seeing emergency responders 
wearing such gear as a pre-
caution could cause people 

to make unwarranted conclu-
sions.

“We want to try and avoid 
mass hysteria,” said Gates.

Samantha McCarty, the 
nurse in charge of Horizon 
Health’s ambulance service, 
said all parts of Horizon 
Health are following guid-
ance from the Edgar County 
Health Department, the Il-
linois Department of Public 
Health, the Center for Dis-
ease Control and the World 
Health Organization. 

In addition, Carle Region-
al EMS sets the protocols for 
the ambulance operation. 
One of those protocols is 911 
dispatchers are to screen call-
ers and provide advance noti-
fication to paramedics as part 
of the dispatch.

“We are to remain at a safe 
distance of six feet, if possi-
ble and if the patient is ex-

Chrisman fire alters medical response
Other responders 
taking precautions, 
but not to extreme

hibiting symptoms – fever, 
cough, shortness of breath 
and known exposure or trav-
el – then we are to mask the 
patient,” said McCarty.

After loading the patient, 
the EMS workers are required 
to give advance notification 
to the receiving hospital of 
potential exposure. 

McCarty added the emer-
gency room staff are wear-
ing N-95 respiratory masks, 
goggles or face shields and 
gloves.

The ambulances get fully 
cleaned before going on the 
next call.

“We are not wearing the 
recommended isolation 
gowns as PPE has begun to be 
a scarce commodity, and we 
are reserving those gowns for 
the healthcare providers who 
would be collecting testing 
specimens,” McCarty said.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

EnerStar Electric Cooper-
ative has postponed the co-
operative’s March 28 annual 
membership meeting.

Angela Griffin, vice pres-
ident of utility services, 
said concern regarding 
COVID-19 and recommen-
dations of the Center for Dis-
ease Control prompted the 
decision as way to help safe-
guard the health of members 
and employees 

Last week, the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control & Pre-
vention (CDC) urged limits 
on gatherings of more than 
250 people. Illinois Governor 
J.B. Pritzker followed by pro-
hibiting crowds of more than 
1,000 people gathering for the 
next 30 days. The attendance 
at EnerStar’s Annual Meeting 
is well above 250 people and 
has the potential to attract 
more than 1,000 people. In 
addition, the meeting was to 
be held at Crestwood School 
and schools across Illinois are 
closed. 

Griffin said the election 
of the board of directors will 
proceed as scheduled. Mem-

bers may vote the ballots pre-
viously mailed in three ways.

The preferred method is 
returning the ballot in the 
prepaid envelope that accom-
panied it. Mailed ballots must 
be received by Wednesday, 
March 26. 

There are two options 
for hand-delivering ballots. 
Ballots in the sealed ballot 
envelope can be placed in 
EnerStar’s night deposit box 
before Friday, March 27. The 
ballot can also be brought to 
Crestwood School March 28, 
where the cooperative will 
have temporary facilities in 
the Crestwood parking lot. 
Drop off times are from 7:30 
to 9:30 a.m. Election results 
will be announced shortly 
after.

“The cooperative will con-
tinue to monitor the situation 
to determine if the meeting 
can be rescheduled and held 
a later date,” said Griffin. “We 
will keep the membership 
informed of any additional 
decisions through our news-
letter, website, social media 
channels and local media.”   

 In addition to postponing 
the annual meeting, EnerStar 

has closed the lobby of the 
Paris office. The co-op has 
instituted several measures to 
safeguard employees against 
any potential illness. This in-
cludes some employees work-
ing off-site and canceling all 
non-essential business travel.

“In these uncertain times, 
EnerStar Electric Coopera-
tive has two key priorities: 
Keeping the lights on and the 
safety of its membership and 
employees,” said EnerStar 
CEO Mike Clark. “If any of 
our members are facing a fi-
nancial strain and paying the 
electric bill will create an ad-
ditional hardship, call us. We 
can help with arrangements 
and other payment assis-
tance. We are also waiving 
late fees so no need to worry 
about that. These are uncer-
tain times, but we will all get 
through it together.”

Clark added one of the 
founding principles of Ener-
Star is concern for commu-
nity and the co-op is taking 
measures to help those who 
might be financially impacted 
due to COVID-19.

“EnerStar will continue to 
provide the quality service 

EnerStar annual meeting is postponed
that our members expect, and 
we want to assure them that 
we continue to look for ways 
that we can support them at 
this time,” said Clark.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The University of Illinois 
Extension has canceled the 
annual April in Paris Garden-
ing Seminar set for April 9.

Information about refunds 
is available by calling the Ed-
gar County Extension office 
at 465-8585.

Other canceled extension 
events include the March 
26 Choose Health Action 
Teen (CHAT) webinar and 
the April 4 CHAT in-person 

training. 
These events have been 

postponed without setting 
a new date: March 21 Edgar 
County Tack Sale and Bake 
Sale by the Head, Heart and 
Hooves 4-H Club; March 31 
New Member 4-H party.

4-H events moved to a 
new date: March 27 Shoot-
ing Sports Safety Meeting 
is now 7 p.m. April 24 at the 
4-H Fairgrounds; March 24 
YQCA in-person training is 
now 6 p.m. April 21 at the 4-H 

Fairgrounds. 
Other cancellations and 

postponements will be post-
ed on the website go.Illi-
nois.edu/cce as information 
becomes available. Some of 
the in-person training ses-
sions may be replaced by 
webinars.

A collection of resources 
to assist families prepare for 
coping with COVID-19 is 
available online at go.illinoios.
edu/ExtensionCOVID19re-
sources.

April in Paris gardening seminar canceled
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ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
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Edgar County Circuit Court cases
BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A local man is attempting 
to reduce the fees and costs 
ordered at his February sen-
tencing hearing.

Douglas A. Cordell, 41, 
Paris, filed an application 
for waiver of criminal court 
assessments for his Class 4 
felony criminal damage to 
government supported prop-
erty conviction and his Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a 
police officer conviction at a 
March 9 motion hearing in 
Edgar County Circuit Court. 

Cordell was sentenced Feb. 
28 to a $500 fine, court costs 
and various state fees for the 
felony conviction and a $400 
fine for the misdemeanor 
conviction.

Other individuals appear-
ing before the bench for the 
March 9 and March 12 crim-
inal and traffic calls included:

IN CUSTODY
nKyle D. Blunk, 29, Paris, 

appeared in custody. Blunk 
was charged with two counts 
of a Class 4 felony possession 
of a controlled substance. 
Bond was set at $5,000. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
Blunk was remanded to custo-
dy pending posting of bond.
nBradley W. Cooley, 41, no 

address provided, appeared in 
custody and was charged with 
a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class B misdemeanor crim-
inal trespassing to real prop-
erty. Bond was set at $3,000, 
and the matter continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel. Cooley was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nJacob Devers, 27, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 2 felony 
unlawful failure to register 
as a sex offender. The public 
defender was appointed and 
bond was set at $4,000. The 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. Devers 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nJamesray A. Evans, 28, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
a hypodermic syringe. The 
public defender got the case. 
Bond was set at $3,000 and 
the matter was continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel. Evans was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nAnthony D. Foote, 24, 

Watson, appeared in custody. 
He was charged with a Class 4 

felony domestic battery with 
prior convictions and a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery. He told the court he 
will hire an attorney. Bond 
was set at $10,000. The matter 
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing and Foote was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. He was or-
dered to have no contact with 
the apparent victim or the vic-
tim’s residence
nSarah L. Hall, 31, Par-

is, no address provided, was 
charged with a Class B mis-
demeanor criminal trespass-
ing to a building. The public 
defender was appointed and 
bond was set at $1,500. She 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. Hall was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nKatheryn S. Johnson, 44, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
She was charged with a Class 
4 felony unlawful failure to 
register as a sex offender. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
Johnson was granted a per-
sonal recognizance bond and 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nKaylin M. McGinness, 

24, Paris, appeared in custo-
dy on a warrant for her arrest 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. She was charged 
with a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal trespassing to motor 
vehicles. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.

McGinness faces new 
charges of a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine and a Class A misde-
meanor possession of a hypo-
dermic syringe. Bond was set 
at $5,000. The public defend-
er was appointed and a first 
appearance with counsel was 
scheduled. McGinness was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nFoster W. Miller, 22, 

Martinsville, appeared in cus-
tody for missing a previous 
court appearance. His Class 
4 felony possession of a hy-
podermic syringe conviction 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal trespassing convic-
tion were continued for a jail 
status review hearing. Miller 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nChristopher L. Reedy, 

45, Paris, appeared in custody. 
He was charged with a Class 
3 felony unlawful possession 
of a weapon by a convicted 
felon, a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and a Class A misdemeanor 

possession of drug parapher-
nalia. The public defender 
was appointed. Reedy told 
the court he did not want to 
set bond without the pres-
ence of the public defender. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel and the preliminary hear-
ing. Reedy was remanded to 
custody.
nJustin M. Tresner, 31, 

no address provided, was 
charged with a Class B misde-
meanor criminal trespassing. 
The case went to the public 
defender and bond was set at 
$1,500. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial confer-
ence. Tresner’s bond condi-
tions include he is to have no 
contact with the apparent vic-
tim or the victim’s residence. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nKenneth M. Atkins, 21, 

Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a revoked license and 
a Class A misdemeanor reck-
less driving. He told the court 
he will hire an attorney. The 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nCliff W. Diehl, 34, Paris, 

was charged with a Class 3 
felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class A mis-
demeanor contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor and a 
Class A misdemeanor posses-
sion of ammunition without a 
firearm owner's identification 
card. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing.

GUILTY PLEAS
nJennifer M. Herbek, 42, 

Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea agreement to a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
charge and was sentenced to 
90 days in jail to be served as 
electronic home monitoring 
with credit for one day pre-
viously served, 18 months of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, counseling per an evalua-
tion, court costs, various state 
fees and an order to forfeit 
all items seized at the time 
of her arrest. In exchange for 
the guilty plea, the state dis-
missed a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charge. 

In another matter, Herbek 
pleaded guilty to a Class 4 
felony obstruction of justice 
charge. She was sentenced to 
120 days in jail with 90 days to 
be served as electronic home 
confinement with credit for 
15 days previously served 
with good conduct credit, 18 
months of probation both to 
be served concurrently with 
the previous conviction, a 
$500 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees.
nKenneth A. Walker, 48, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a 

Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing under the influence of 
alcohol charge and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct charge. The matter was 
continued for the sentenc-
ing hearing. In exchange for 
the plea, the state dismissed 
a Class 4 felony aggravated 
assault charge and a second 
DUI charge. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nJuan A. Cortez, 35, Dan-

ville, waived the preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 2 felony possession 
of methamphetamine, a Class 
3 felony failure to register as a 
violent offender and a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of drugs. A pre-
trial conference was sched-
uled.
nBret D. Jefferies, 27, 

Rosedale, Ind., pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nWanda Hogan, 32, Mar-

shall, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery charge. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled.
nAngela M. Milligan, 48, 

Ashmore, hired a private at-
torney and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
a Class 4 felony aggravat-
ed driving while license is 
revoked, a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a revoked 
license and a Class A misde-
meanor obstruction of justice 
charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nJoshua K. Swisher, 31, 

Vermilion, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor speed-
ing charge. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nCatherine Patterson, 38, 

Oblong, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 4 felony unlawful ac-
quisition of a controlled sub-
stance by fraud charge. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nRaymond L. Towell, 

55, Paris, waived the prelim-
inary hearing and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class 4 felony 
cyberstalking and a Class B 
misdemeanor unlawful trans-
mission of obscene commu-
nication charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when the following individu-
als failed to answer the court 
call: Kevin M. Flight, 39 Dan-
ville; Ethan T. Johnson, 21, 
Paris; and Dakota L. Living-
ston, 23, Paris.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

EFFINGHAM — Linda 
Hope Jasmine Soulliere, 25, 
Paris, was injured March 16 
in a head-on crash at the in-
tersection of state Route 1 
and Blizzard Road in Clark 
County.

Illinois State Police said 
Soulliere was the passenger in 
a 2014 Toyota Corolla driven 
by Jessie G. Cooper, 26, Terre 
Haute, Ind., and Cooper dis-
obeyed an Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation work-
er’s stop sign and drove into a 
construction zone.

While in the construction 
zone, and moving against 

the flow of controlled traf-
fic, Cooper’s vehicle collided 
head-on with a 2004 Chrysler 
PT Cruiser driven by Willie 
E. Sebastian, 65, Terre Haute, 
Ind.

The ISP news release con-
firmed Soulliere and Cooper 
were transported to an area 
hospital with non-life threat-
ening injuries. Sebastian was 
transported to an area hospi-
tal in critical condition.

Troopers ticketed Cooper 
for failure to reduce speed to 
avoid an accident, operating a 
motor vehicle without insur-
ance, disobeying a flagger and 
driving under the influence of 
drugs.

Paris woman injured 
in Clark County crash
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BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The City 

of Chrisman now has a public 

works supervisor position.

Council members dis-

cussed creating the new po-

sition during an executive 

session at the regular city 

meeting Monday, Dec. 3. 

“I think it is time we hire a 

supervisor. I’m distressed by 

the amount of work I think is 

not getting done,” Commis-

sioner Bryan Haddix said be-

fore the vote to go into execu-

tive session.

Under the mayoral/com-

mission form of city gov-

ernment, each of the elected 

officials is responsible for 

overseeing a department of 

local government, but the 

council members also have 

fulltime jobs and are not al-

ways available to manage daily 

operations of city employ-

ees. Haddix is responsible for 

Chrisman’s sewage treatment 

plant, Rodney Wolfe is the 

water commissioner, Thad 

Crispin is the streets and alley 

commissioner, Tyler Alex-

ander is the finance commis-

sioner and Mayor Dan Owen 

oversees public safety.

Thad Arrasmith was hired 

as the city’s first public works 

supervisor for a 90-day pro-

bationary period at $21 per 

hour. A condition of employ-

ment is he must work toward 

obtaining a Class 3 sewer op-

erator license and following 

that obtain a water operator 

license. 
“It is all public works,” said 

Crispin. “We are looking for 

somebody to oversee the wa-

ter, sewer and street depart-

ments.”

Arrasmith starts in the new 

position Monday, Dec. 9. As 

part of the restructuring, the 

council also set the official 

workday for city employees as 

7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In another matter, Haddix 

reported meeting with li-

censed trapper Rick Tweedy, 

who the city hired to capture 

skunks. At least six skunks 

have been caught in the latest 

round of trapping.

“He told me Chrisman 

has the worst infestation of 

skunks of any community he 

has seen,” said Haddix.

Wolfe advocated taking a 

different approach to the ver-

min problem. He noted this 

is the second or third time 

the city has hired Tweedy but 

that, Wolfe said, is only a stop-

gap and does not address the 

real problem.
A single, dilapidated and 

empty house is apparently the 

denning site for the skunks. 

“We need to take the prop-

erty owner to court and get 

the house demolished,” said 

Wolfe.
Who owns the property is 

Chrisman creates new job

City creates public works supervisor position, hires on Arrasmith to address backlog

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

It is getting down to crunch time 

for the Community Nurse Christ-

mas Basket program and chairman 

Scott Barrett has concerns.

“This year seems to be different 

than every other year,” said Bar-

rett. “Our money donations are 

down about 50 percent from the 

last eight years.”

Also down is the rate at which 

people are signing up to receive 

the free box of food that provides 

everything needed to prepare a 

Christmas meal. 

The Community Nurse Associ-

ation annually provides 350 such 

boxes, on a first-come-first-serve 

basis, to Edgar County families. 

Barrett said that list usually fills 

within three or four days, but there 

were still some openings on the 

list at the time of the Friday, Dec. 

6, interview.
He speculated a change in the 

signup procedure may be caus-

ing some confusion about how 

to request a basket. Any family in 

Edgar County in need of a Christ-

mas food basket must call the 

Paris Township office, 463-7215, 

between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Mon-

day through Wednesday. Barrett 

emphasized the last day to ask for 

a food basket is Wednesday, Dec. 

11. No more calls will be accept-

ed after that and the Communi-

ty Nurse Association will move 

ahead with whatever number ex-

ists at that time.

“I have to have the numbers by 

the end of the week to get every-

thing purchased the next week 

that wasn’t donated” said Barrett.

He added the schools in Par-

is, organizations and businesses 

annually hold food drives to help 

supply the baskets but it is still 

necessary to buy some items that 

cannot be donated or where some 

areas may fall short.

The Community Nurse Christ-

mas Basket contains a ham, mac-

aroni and cheese, green beans, 

corn, carrots, cake mix and icing, 

potatoes, applesauce, stuffing, two 

loaves of bread, apples, oranges 

and a dozen eggs. 

Barrett explained the Christmas 

Christmas 
basket needs 

volunteers

See BASKETS, Page 8A

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS

swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS – The Kansas 

village board members unan-

imously agreed to cash in a 

certificate of deposit in order 

to have operating money in 

the village’s general fund in 

order to purchase a new po-

lice squad vehicle and cover 

bills and payroll for the re-

mainder of the fiscal year. 

“If we cash out a CD it will 

boost the general fund,” said 

village president Ross Car-

rell, noting the village, like 

most Illinois small towns, 

is struggling with budget 

issues. The CD, located 

at Longview Bank, is for 

$33,327.87.
The board approved the 

purchase of a used squad ve-

hicle for the Kansas Police 

Department. Kansas Police 

Chief Jeff Goodwin negoti-

ated the purchase price of the 

2011 Ford Expedition with 

low mileage of 21,324 miles 

at a cost of $18,370. Title and 

plates will cost the village an 

additional $103, Goodwin 

told the board. 

Board members unani-

mously approved the pur-

chase because the village’s 

2006 auxiliary car has 

reached more than 154,000 

miles and is now costing the 

village a substantial amount 

of money in repairs. Good-

win estimates it is currently 

costing more than 65 cents 

per mile to maintain the ag-

ing automobile.

Goodwin reported the 

village’s police department is-

sued three citations, five writ-

ten warnings and 13 verbal 

warnings. Officers responded 

to two accidents and resolved 

four complaints along with 

assisting three motorists and 

assisting the sheriff ’s depart-

ment six times.

Paris Police Chief Eric 

Brown was present at the 

meeting to discuss the Shop 

With A Cop program. In its 

27th year, the countywide 

program is the largest in the 

state and will serve more than 

350 children in Edgar Coun-

ty this year, specifically help-

ing approximately 70 youth 

in Kansas. 
“We don’t turn any child 

away,” said Brown, noting 

this year’s shopping day be-

gins at 7 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 

14, at the Paris Wal-Mart 

with more than 65 volunteers 

to help participants purchase 

$125 worth of clothing.

The Kansas Board vot-

ed unanimously to donate 

$1,500 to the 2019 Shop 

With A Cop program, the 

same donation as last year.

The Board also voted to 

continue the village’s annu-

al holiday lighting contest. 

Winners with the best-dec-

orated property will receive 

cash prizes of $25 for third 

place, $50 for second place 

and $75 for the grand prize 

winning light display.

In annual business the 

board approved the property 

tax levy, which will increase 

a total of $25,851. Carrell 

read the increases, which 

were $12,000 in the general 

corporation revenue fund; 

$4,000 increase in the police 

protection; $3,809 in the 

general liability insurance 

fund; and $6,042 in the audi-

tor’s fund. 
“We bumped everything 

up a bit,” Carrell said.

In other business the board:

Approved the purchase 

of $60 for an ad to help spon-

sor the 2019 Kansas High 

School Holiday Basketball 

Tournament.
Approved the work to 

refurbish a flow meter for 

the village water department 

to not exceed approximately 

$500. The refurbished meter 

will come with a warranty 

said Jordan Richardson.

Kansas cashes CD, will buy used police vehicle

CRUMBLING BANK ON THE SQUARE DEMOLISHED

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A long time landmark on the Paris square has only a few hours left as workers from Bell & Bell Trucking prepare to 

demolish the old Citizens National Bank building Friday morning, Dec. 6. Structural problems made the building 

unusable and part of an exterior wall fell earlier this year into the alley between the former bank and Pearman 

Pharmacy. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

After working on this corner for a brief time and knocking 

back capstones, the heavy equipment operator got the 

first stone to fall from the facade of the former Citizens 

National Bank during demolition work Dec. 6.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A few hours into the project and the old bank building is 

showing significant damage from the demolition work. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

And the walls kept tumbling down all day Friday, Dec. 

6, as Bell & Bell Trucking demolished the old and 

unsafe Citizens National Bank on the Paris Square. 

The property is owned by the First Christian Church, 

which plans to develop it with additional facilities to 

complement the nearby church at the corner of Main 

and Washington.

VFW DONATES: Paris VFW writes checks for charity. 12B
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Grace Lutheran Church’s Christmas concert will showcase English carols, and the reception has English Christmas treats. GRACE, 5B

Casey’s and Circle K targeted within a day of each other, it is unclear if the incidents are related. NEWS, 3A

Brian Steele looks forward to continuing M&M Mower Repair’s record of great customer service as he takes over the shop from Mark Mattingly. 
COMMERCE, 7B

The restored childhood home of heroic war correspondent Ernie Pyle is now integrally linked to Edgar County 
HISTORY, 3B

Baked Christmas treats are a scrumptious and heartfelt way to wish someone a happy holiday. C’EST LA VIE, 1B

It’s been a tough week for the Paris Tigers as they fell to Teutopolis Tuesday and the Marshall Lions Friday, 73-37, both at PHS.SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation and have fun with us on Facebook! Search for The Prairie Press and “like” us.

Undefeated state champs

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Crestwood Lady Eagles seventh grade girls basketball team is all smiles after capping a perfect season — 25-0 — with the IESA Class 2A state champion-

ship played in front of a decidedly pro-Crestwood crowd Thursday, Dec. 12, at Paris High School. The Lady Eagles defeated Windchester 29-17 in the title game, 

never trailing en route to their second seventh grade basketball state title in the past three years. Team members with the state championship trophy and 

wearing their medals are, kneeling, from left, Kylee Kleptz, Mirayah Smith, Lottie Volstorf, Graci Watson, Bella Moreschi and Myah Bartos. Standing, from left, 

are assistant coach Matt Young, Kilee Edwards, Taylor Clark, Samantha Kindred, Reese Lehman, Mazie Mae Hawkins, Hailey Yantis, Sophie Henderson, Coach 

Missy Tingley and manager Kailey Young. Not present for the picture was assistant coach Dave Tingley, who was busy leading the Paris Lady Tigers to another 

win Thursday at Olney, boosting their record to 10-0. For complete coverage of the Crestwood title march, Thursday’s championship game and pictures from the 

evening, check out our coverage of page 9A and 11A.

LOCAL ARTIST SHOWCASES HER STITCHING TALENTS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Needlepoint artist Roseann Moss stands by some of her Christmas pieces on display at the LINK Art Gallery in Paris. 

She incorporates a wide variety of textures, three-dimensional accents and bright colors into her works, setting 

a vibrant mood in the gallery space. She says the opportunity to show her work in her own community makes this 

exhibition particularly enjoyable.

Exhibit is sew amazingBY SAMANTHA TUCKERsamantha@prairiepress.net
Needlepoint has a simple descrip-tion: it is the art of embroidering on canvas. But like a knotted thread, something that seems simple can actually be full of hidden com-plexity, and that is the conclusion viewers reach when they visit Rose-ann Moss’ show “Artistry in Nee-dlepoint” exhibit displaying at the LINK Art Gallery through Dec. 27.Moss’ passion for fiber arts runs back through her entire life, sprout-ing as a child as she watched her be-loved grandmother at work. “My Grandma Zimmerly was a professional seamstress,” said Moss. Moss spent lots of time as a child with her grandmother and quickly picked up some textile skills. By age five she could even hem dresses for some of her grandma’s customers.Embroidery was the natural con-tinuation of Moss’ sewing interest. She began embroidering gifts and 4-H projects, and her creativity grew from there. As an adult she pursued a formal 

needlepoint education at Callaway School of Needle Arts in Georgia, but until then she was self-taught by necessity. Most of the needlepoint patterns available to her only called for one kind of stitch. Moss found them boring.
“I began to make up my own 

stitches. Later I found out that those stitches had names and were written in books,” she said. In 1986, she was one of 24 women from across the state awarded a commission to design a needlepoint chair cover for the Chippendale 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Roseann Moss’ body of work features fanciful portraits with rich textures. 
Inspiration comes in many forms for Moss, and she often has a detailed plan 
for how a piece will look before she begins.

See MOSS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRYghenry@prairiepress.net
A split Edgar County Board vot-ed Wednesday, Dec. 11, to place a referendum question on the March 2020 ballot seeking voter approval to create a 1 percent safety tax to help address issues with the Edgar County Jail and the need for more money to cover public safety ex-penses.

The safety tax is similar to the 1 percent school facilities tax voters approved in 2016. It is a sales tax but does not apply on every pur-chase. Groceries and medicine are exempt as are big-ticket purchases like automobiles. The tax does ap-ply to prepared food meant either for on site or off sight consumption as well as other purchases. Passage of the tax will not increase property taxes as it applies only to retail pur-chases. 
Some discussion about the tax occurred at the board meeting but the in-depth conversation was during the Monday, Dec. 9, study session. The issues at that time were whether or not to seek the tax, if it should be three-quarters of a per-cent or 1 percent and the wisdom of attaching a sunset clause to the tax as part of the referendum.Board member John Chittick previously suggested the sunset clause as a way of making the tax more palatable to voters, but other board members saw that as a poten-tial hamstring in the future.“We are underfunded, and it is not just for the jail, but our depu-ties and others are underpaid com-pared to what other counties are doing,” said board member Derrick Lorenzen. “Those problems are not going away. It doesn’t make sense to have a sunset clause.”Board member Dan Bruner also had reservations about a sun-set provision. He said it may take some time yet to reach a final deci-sion regarding the jail and if a new facility is needed the revenue from the public safety tax can pay the bonds, but not if a sunset exists. 

County will 
seek 1 percent safety sales tax

State statues control how money is used for public safety issues

See COUNTY, Page 1A
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WILLIAM WINSCHIEF SR.
William Wayne “Bill” Win-

schief Sr., 59, of Paris, passed 
away at 3:39 p.m. Tuesday, 

March 17, 
2020, in the 
e m e r g e n c y 
room of Hori-
zon Health 
Paris Com-
munity Hos-
pital. He was 
an employee 

of the former ZF Boge Compa-
ny of Paris.

Private interment in Oak 
Grove Cemetery is at a later 
date. Templeton Funeral Home 
assisted with arrangements.

Mr. Winschief was born 
April 13, 1960, at Paris, the son 
of John and Ruth Keltz Win-
schief Jr.

Survivors include his moth-

er, Ruthie Erwin of Paris; a son, 
Chris (Jenny) Winschief of Ca-
sey; a brother, John Winschief 
III of Paris; and a sister, Tonya 
Vitez of Paris; and several niec-
es and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by 
his father; a son, William Win-
schief Jr.; and his stepfather, Bill 
Erwin.

Mr. Winschief was a great 
handyman, and there wasn’t 
anything he couldn’t fix. He 
could usually be found build-
ing something or tinkering in 
his garage. He was also a tal-
ented pool player, and he had 
recently taken up building pool 
tables.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Edgar County Dia-
betic Association.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

PAUL STEPHEN
Lt. Col. Paul Ray Stephen, 

80, of Martinsville, passed 
away at 9 p.m. Thursday, 

March 12, 
2020, at 
home.   

Visitation 
for family 
and friends 
was from 
5 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, 
March 18, at 
Markwell Fu-
neral Home, 
with military 

rites at 7 p.m. by Casey Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 
5762 and Martinsville Amer-
ican Legion Post 515. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey VFW.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com. 

MARY LOU RECTOR
MARSHALL — Mary 

Lou Rector, 101, of Marshall, 
passed away Sunday, March 

15, 2020, at 
Marshall Re-
habilitation 
and Nursing.

Visitation 
was from 
noon until 1 
p.m. Tuesday, 
March 17, at 

Pearce Funeral Home. Burial 

followed in Roselawn Memo-
rial Park, Terre Haute, Ind. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Clark County 
4-H Foundation. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

GRACE RALEY MILLER
Grace B. Raley Miller, 96, of 

Paris, passed away at 8:25 p.m. 
Saturday, March 14, 2020, at 

Paris Health-
care Center 
where she 
was a resi-
dent. 

A service 
celebrat ing 
her life is 2 
p.m. today, 

March 21, 2020, at East Lawn 
Funeral Home, Bloomington, 
Ill. Burial follows in East Lawn 
Memorial Park. Visitation was 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday, March 
20, at Templeton Funeral 
Home in Paris and from 1 p.m. 
until the service time today at 
the funeral home in Blooming-
ton

Mrs. Miller was born on 

Aug. 20, 1923, near Mt. Pleas-
ant, Ky., the daughter of the late 
Arthur T. and Elizabeth Baize 
Stewart. She married Jasper H. 
Raley Dec. 15, 1940, and he 
preceded her in death March 
5, 1992, in Raton, N.M. She 
later met and married Emer-
son Miller of Sullivan, Dec. 30, 
1995, and he also preceded her 
in death Dec. 13, 2013.   

She and her first husband 
had one son, Monty (Peggy) 
Raley of Paris. She is also sur-
vived by three grandchildren, 
Teri (Mark) Goodwin of 
Danville, Tobi (Troy) Sanders 
of Paris and Stewart (Kelli) 
Raley of Phoenix, Aria.; seven 
great-grandchildren; and five 
great-great-grandchildren. She 
was also blessed to have a dear-
est friend, Susan McCune, who 
spent the last eight years with 

her as a trusted companion and 
housemate sharing many good 
times together. 

She was preceded in death 
by five sisters and one brother.

Mrs. Miller lived a good life 
full of faith in her never-ending 
belief in God and her family. 
She attracted many friends and 
enjoyable experiences through 
her life’s journey from Ken-
tucky to Illinois, to Colorado 
and New Mexico, and finally 
back to Illinois. She also took 
pleasure and pride in planting, 
raising and talking to her flow-
ers. That was one of her last 
wishes – to go back to the farm 
to plant her flowers. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital. 

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

DON LUCAS
KANSAS — Don Marlin 

Lucas, 74, of Kansas, passed 
away at 12:13 a.m. EDT Thurs-

day, March 
19, 2020, at 
Terre Haute 
R e g i o n a l 
H o s p i t a l , 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. 

P r i v a t e 
burial is in 
H a r m o n y 
C e m e t e r y 
near Kan-
sas. A public 

memorial service will be an-
nounced at a later date. Tem-
pleton Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post #3601 or American 
Legion Post #211.

Additional information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

DELORIS INGRAM
Deloris J. Ingram, 87, of ru-

ral Chrisman, passed away at 
12:49 p.m. Friday, March 13, 

2020, at her 
r e s i d e n c e .  
She was a 
homemaker.  

A funeral 
service was 2 
p.m. Wednes-
day, March 
18, at Stewart 

and Carroll Funeral Home. 
Burial was in Friends Chapel 
Cemetery near Scottland. Visi-
tation was from 1 p.m. until the 
service time Wednesday at the 
funeral home. 

Mrs. Ingram was born Jan. 
21, 1933, in Edgar County, the 
daughter of the late Joseph M. 
and Leota Hutson McCauley.  

She married Richard W. “Dick” 
Ingram Jan. 8, 1950, in Edgar 
County, and he passed away 
Jan. 28, 1998.

Survivors include three chil-
dren, Bonnie Fonner of Chris-
man, Doug Ingram of Chris-
man and Helen (Terry) Riggs 
of Clay City, Ind.; three sisters, 
Edith Redman of Chrisman, 
Linda Myers of Sandborn, Ind., 
and Ronda Mallory of Chris-
man; nine grandchildren; and 
11 great-grandchildren.   

She was preceded in death 
by two sons, Tom and Kenneth 
Ingram; a grandson, Joshua In-
gram I; and three siblings, Idel-
la Bowman, Iris Ross and Tom 
Ayers.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com. 

GREGORY HUMPHREY
Gregory Lee “Hump” Hum-

phrey, 52, of Paris, passed away 
at 6:46 a.m. EDT Monday, 

March 16, 
2020, at As-
cension St. 
Vincent Hos-
pital, Carmel, 
Ind. He was 
a truck driv-
er for many 
years.

A public memorial service 
will be announced at a lat-
er date. Templeton Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Mr. Humphrey was born 
May 7, 1967, at Paris, the son 
of Leland R. and Sue Green 
Humphrey.

Survivors include his par-
ents, Leland Humphrey of 
Paris and Sue Humphrey of 

Terre Haute, Ind.; a daughter, 
Emillee Humphrey (Bobby 
Butterfield) of Paris; a sister, 
Sherry Humphrey of Colo-
rado Springs, Colo.; a grand-
daughter, Brynlee Humphrey; 
and several aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews and cousins.

Mr. Humphrey attended 
Lake Land College and Indi-
ana State University. He was 
active in Paris Elks Bowling 
for a number of years. He 
enjoyed going on cruises and 
being outdoors, especial-
ly motorcycling, camping, 
horseback riding and spend-
ing time at the beach.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Edgar County 4-H 
or to the Edgar County Ani-
mal Shelter.

Online condolences  at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

JOHN HITTLE
John Lawrence Hittle, 89, of 

Paris, passed away at 7:02 a.m. 
Friday, March 13, 2020, at his 

residence. He 
was retired af-
ter more than 
20 years with 
Alcan of Terre 
Haute, Indi-
ana, and also 
worked as a 
machinist. 

A graveside memorial ser-
vice is 11 a.m. April 18, at Paris 
Memorial Gardens, with the 
Rev. Michael Dixon officiating 
and military rites by American 
Legion Post #211. Friends are 
invited to join the family in a 
reception celebrating his life 
from 2-4 p.m. April 18 in the 
fellowship hall of First Chris-

tian Church. Templeton Fu-
neral Home is assisting with 
arrangements. 

Mr. Hittle was born Feb. 
11, 1931, in Delphos, Ohio, 
the son of the late John F. and 
Helen Rott Hittle. He married 
Patricia Ellen Rhoads April 9, 
1955, at Paris, and she survives. 

Other survivors include a 
daughter, Jeri Lynn (Brad) 
Bone of Champaign; a sis-
ter, Amy Buettner of Lima, 
Ohio; two grandchildren, 
Kyle Bone of Oklahoma City, 
Okla., and Lindsey ( Jordan) 
Schultz of Monmouth; and 
three great-grandchildren, 
Liam Bone and Levi and Ben 
Schultz. 

He was preceded in death 
by a sister, Isabelle Ott. 

Mr. Hittle served in the U.S. 

Navy during the Korean War 
and was a member of Amer-
ican Legion Post #211. He 
will be remembered as a hard 
worker who enjoyed fixing 
things to help others. He was 
an airplane enthusiast, having 
served as a Navy airplane me-
chanic, which also made him 
especially proud of his grand-
son’s military service. Above 
all else, he loved spending 
time with his family, espe-
cially his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Lincolnland Hos-
pice, Edgar County Animal 
Shelter or First Christian 
Church of Paris. 

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

MARTHA GARNER
MARSHALL — Martha 

Frances Blankenship Gar-
ner, 90, of Marshall, passed 

away Sunday, 
March 15, 
2020, at Mar-
shall Reha-
bilitation and 
Nursing.

A service 
honoring her 
life is 2 p.m. 

today, March 21, at Pearce fu-
neral Home, with Pastors Paul 
Cooper and Gene Ellis offici-
ating. Burial is in the Marshall 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 
noon until the service time to-
day at the funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Marshall Bap-
tist Church. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

INFANT JASPER FINLEY
OAKLAND — Infant Jas-

per Picard Finley failed to 
survive birth March 7, 2020, 
at Carle Foundation Hospital, 
Urbana. 

A graveside funeral is 3 
p.m. Sunday, March 22, at Van 
Voorhis Cemetery, Hinds-
boro.

The baby is survived by his 
parents Justin Finley and Ab-

bie Peters; a brother, Dalice 
Finley; a sister, Kathryn Fin-
ley; his grandparents, Phyllis 
Hudson and Michael Finley 
and Jeff Peters and Ginny Pe-
ters; along with many aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

Memorials may be made to 
Krabel Funeral Home for the 
benefit of the family.

Online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.com.

FENTON FINKBINER
MARSHALL — Fenton L. 

Finkbiner, 99, of Terre Haute, 
Ind., passed away 6:20 a.m. 

Friday, March 
13, 2020, 
at Region-
al Hospital, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. 

Graveside 
rites were 11 
a.m. Thurs-
day, March 
19, at Zion 
C e m e t e r y, 
with Pastor 

John Cross officiating and mil-
itary graveside rites by Clark 
County Post #90 of the Amer-
ican Legion and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post #5975. Vis-
itation was from 10 to 10:45 
a.m. Thursday at Pearce Funer-
al Home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Salvation Army. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com. WALTER DICKERSON

MARTINSVILLE — Wal-
ter “Walt” L. Dickerson, 78, 
of Marshall, passed away Sat-

urday, March 
14, 2020, 
at Mead-
ows Manor 
North, Terre 
Haute, Ind.   

A grave-
side burial 
service is 11 
a.m. Saturday, 
March 21, at 
R i d g e l a w n 
C e m e t e r y, 

with the Rev. David Wilson 
officiating. Graveside military 
rites by Martinsville American 
Legion Post 515 and Casey 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
accompany the service. Green-
well Funeral Home is in charge 
of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Martinsville 
American Legion or Cindy 
Ann Dickerson Memorial 
Scholarship Endowment at 
Lakeland College.    

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com. 

EMERY BLOODWORTH
MARSHALL — Emery 

F. “Bud” Bloodworth, 84, of 
Marshall, passed away Thurs-

day, March 
12, 2020, at 
Marshall Re-
habilitation 
and Nursing.

A service 
honoring his 
life was 10 
a.m. Tues-

day, March 17, at the Mar-
shall First United Methodist 
Church, with Pastor Robert 
Sabo officiating. Burial was in 
the Marshall Cemetery. Vis-
itation was from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Monday, March 16, at Pearce 
Funeral Home, with Masonic 
Rites at 7 p.m. Another visita-
tion was from 9 a.m. until the 
service time Monday at the 
church.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Harlan Hall or 
Shriners’ Hospitals. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.
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I went to the hospital Friday. 
No. Not for that. My appointment 
had been made months earli-

er. The doctor 
offered to do it 
digitally, given 
the COVID-19 
situation, but 
I prefer to be 
examined in per-
son, rather than 
contort in front 
of a computer 
camera.

So I went to 
the hospital, 

University of Michigan Medical 
Center in Ann Arbor, which was 
not as busy as usual. Some folks 
wore masks. Some didn’t. Most 
simply went about their business.

In the exam room, my doctor 
greeted me and smiled. Then she 
said, “Listen, I want to ask you a 
favor.”

I couldn’t imagine what I 
had to offer a doctor. A book? 
An appearance at a kid’s sports 
banquet?

“Can you tell everyone to stay 
calm?” she requested. “To be kind 
to each other, and not panic?”

She knew I wrote a column and 
had a radio program. She politely 
implored me to spread the mes-
sage that we will get through this 
crisis, that there is no reason for 
hysteria, that the situation is being 
portrayed — at least in certain 
media outlets — as far worse than 
its reality.

“People in your position can 
make a difference,” she said.

I thought about that after I 
left. And I realized she was right. 
During this crazy time, when 
the world feels like its hurtling 
forward and screeching to a halt 
at the same time, people who 
have columns, microphones or 
TV cameras should not be above 

the message of, “We all need to 
pull together.”

We should be part of it.
This means balancing the 

stories we tell. Checking the facts. 
Putting them in perspective. 
Recognizing that none of us are 
experts. And, yes, thinking about 
the emotional effect of what we 
do — not just slapping every 
incendiary story, theory or expert 
into a headline.

Because we must be concerned 
with more than just our bodies in 
the coming months.

We need to protect our minds.

ROLL BACK THE PANIC
As we pull up the covers on 

our lives, staying inside, eschew-
ing gatherings, skipping work, 
schools, churches and parties, 
we will become more and more 
dependent on the media to reflect 
our outside world. Television 
hours will increase mightily. 
Internet time will zoom. People 
may actually read the newspaper 
front to back.

And if we only do stories about 
how bad it’s getting, how many 
more new cases have been detect-
ed, how unprepared this institu-
tion or politician was, how this or 
that expert is predicting this many 
deaths and that much contagion 
— well, we will quickly become a 
very depressed nation. And a dark 
national mood is dangerous. For 
society. For the economy. For the 
future.

It will lead to more panic. More 
anger. More people grabbing 
every roll of toilet paper for 
themselves.

As much as we need to control 
the spread of the virus, we need 
to control the spread of hopeless-
ness. It is every bit as debilitating. 
Two weeks ago, I did an interview 
with a coronavirus patient named 

Carl Goldman. He had been on a 
cruise ship in the Pacific and was 
eventually quarantined in Ne-
braska. At 67, he said the illness 
wasn’t harsh, a high fever at first, 
then some coughing, but now he 
felt pretty good and was waiting 
to be cleared. He is still waiting. 
He went public with his status, 
starting an Internet blog because 
he thought sharing information 
would be of value to people.

And while many people were 
indeed receptive, a small group 
was vicious. 

Goldman said he, “started get-
ting death threats, people saying 
we needed to stay (away) and not 
come back to the States. They 
wanted us to die.”

Goldman’s wife, Jeri, who did 
not have the virus, went home to 
Santa Clarita, California, where 
they have lived for decades. And 
even though she had not tested 
positive, she was shunned in 
certain places. A local nail parlor 
wouldn’t allow her in. A young 
man who had been watching her 
house was fired from his job be-
cause he’d had contact with her. 

Currently, while her husband 
recovers in quarantine, she 
basically goes to work and goes 
home, unwelcome in parts of her 
hometown. 

And this is someone who 
doesn’t have the virus.

BALANCE THE FEAR
I share that story to show how 

misinformation can lead to fear, 
and how fear can lead to cruelty. 
And I return to the idea that we in 
the media — particularly editors 
and producers who decide which 
stories go where — need to think 
as part of the American society, 
not a detached, unfeeling entity.

This means, for example, if we 
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Griping  
doesn’t  
really help

Voters stepped up to accept financial responsibility for two problems 
Edgar County residents have 

stepped up to confront two prob-
lems and accept the financial respon-
sibility with new taxes.

Both issues were special questions 
on the Tuesday, March 17, primary 
ballot and both passed.

Residents of northern Edgar 
County support the idea of creating 
a special service area, with a prop-
erty tax, to help underwrite the cost 
of keeping an ambulance in Chris-
man to serve Young America, Ross, 
Prairie, Brouilletts Creek, Edgar and 
Shiloh townships. To be clear, this 
referendum is advisory only and does 
not create the special service area.

It does show the county board that 
northern residents support adding 
a special service area onto their 
property taxes. Authority to create 
a special service area rests with the 
county board and that involves a 
public hearing and protest period 
in case opponents want to try and 
stop it. More information about the 

process will appear in future issues at 
an appropriate time.

For now, it is proper to acknowl-
edge the wisdom of voters in the six 
townships for recognizing an am-
bulance service must have adequate 
funding to continue and the public 
has an obligation to pay for it.

The one percent safety tax won in 
a countywide vote. This 1 cent per 
dollar sales tax on some, but not all, 
purchases is devoted to the needs of 
the Edgar County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment and can be applied to person-
nel, equipment, training, building 
maintenance and bonds should it 
become necessary to build a new jail 
in the future.

While asking for a new tax is 
never easy or popular, an additional 

revenue stream gives the county a 
way to move forward on a longstand-
ing problem regarding conditions 
in the Edgar County Jail and a lack 
of corrections officers. The problem 
came to a head when the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections threatened 
legal action, the county’s insurance 
provider refused to cover the jail 
until changes were made and the jail 
closed.

When the jail reopens a minimum 
of two corrections officers must be 
on duty at all times, which will in-
crease operating expenses. The other 
issue is how long can a jail that dates 
to the 19th century in some parts 
keep pace with changes in how to 
operate penal institutions? A new jail 
may be necessary at some point in 
the future and the safety tax can help 
with that expense.

The county is on the right track 
to keep moving forward rather 
than falling farther and farther 
behind. 

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Thank you Edgar Co.
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The Senate Democrats 
caucused by phone last 
week. Among other things, 

members 
heard 
updates 
about 
what is 
happening 
in re-
sponse to 
the novel 
coro-
navirus 
pandemic.

Senate 
President Don Harmon 
told members that he, the 
other legislative leaders 
and the governor are work-
ing on a list of must-pass 
bills.

One of the bills that 
is causing some worry is 
a change to the hospital 
assessment law, which is 
about to expire at the end 
of the fiscal year. Failure 
to pass a new law could 
result in a $3.5 billion hit 
to the state budget, so it’s 
pretty darned important. 
But the legislation needs 
to be passed well before 
the end of the fiscal year 
because the federal gov-
ernment requires 90 days 
to study and approve the 
proposal.

House Majority Leader 
Greg Harris (D-Chicago) 
confirmed to me the Illi-
nois Department of Health 
and Family Services, 
which handles Medicaid, 
must submit its proposal 
to the federal Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices (CMS) by April 1.

The real issue is, it looks 
like legislators will have 
to return to Springfield 
during an international 
pandemic when every-
thing from sports teams 
to schools to churches 
are shutting down and 
the general public is 
panic-buying food and 
supplies and panic-selling 
stocks. It’s like a bad zom-
bie apocalypse movie.

In the meantime, the 
complicated, highly tech-
nical negotiations over the 
program’s rewrite continue 
with twice-weekly meet-
ings. The Illinois Hospital 
Association’s board meets 
on March 27 and those in-
volved in the talks hope to 
have the powerful group’s 
tentative approval by then. 
That doesn’t leave much of 
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Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker issued a shelter-
in-place order for all of Illinois beginning at 5 
p.m. today.

Pritzker’s action represents 
an emergency response to 
a health crisis, not a sus-
pension of liberties. That’s a 
point we hope people waste 
little time debating. This is 
not the imposition of martial 
law. It should be enough for 
all to accept personal sacri-
fice and for some, financial 
sacrifice in the service of a 
greater good.

First of all, it isn’t house 
arrest. We can go to the grocery stores, the 
pharmacy or gas station, take a walk and 
order food from one of our local restaurants 
offering delivery, carry-out or curbside deliv-
ery. Take advantage of walking your dog or 
going on a walk with your family — as long as 
they are not ill.

Yes, this is an extreme decision — and the 
right one to combat this global pandemic. It 
won’t be easy. Nothing has been easy as the 
virus has spread, inexorably, into Illinois. But 
we can do this because we must. Pritzker’s 
order means most residents of the state will 
be put on effective lockdown, required to 
stay at home and work from home if possible 
— and avoid close contact with non-family 
members.

Look people, the directive is: Hunker down 
as quickly as possible in order to reduce virus 
transmissions and stamp out this epidemic 
before it overwhelms the medical system’s 
ability to respond. New York and Califor-
nia have already issued a similar order. A 
national shutdown still appears unlikely, but 
populous states such as Illinois need to take 
this step now, before it’s too late. Piecemeal 
decision-making — the closure of all Illinois 
schools, the elimination of restaurant dining 
— along with requests for social distancing 
haven’t affected all members of the public. 

Those steps haven’t convinced state resi-
dents to discontinue daily activities to save 
the lives of others. Only a statewide directive 
from the governor has the authority to im-
pose the harsh new reality.

Although many of the baby boomers and 
younger don’t remember, we’ve been in these 
situations before as a country. During World 
War II, America rationed basic goods like 
butter, sugar and gasoline. When faced with 
daunting threats, Illinoisans — all Americans 
— find ways to ratchet up resilience. 

We can do this — together.

BE SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE
This goes out to all of you who have been 

socially irresponsible, grabbing 20 packages 
of toilet paper, disinfectant wipes, meat and 
anything else one might think they need. 

Stop it.
Our local stores are doing their best to refill 

their shelves as quickly as possible and, thank 
heavens, we have small businesses like Edgar 
County Locker and Mill Creek Meats which 
have meat available for purchase.

Being socially responsible also includes 
checking on neighbors, the elderly and those 
who live alone. Looking for something to do? 
Bake some cookies or brownies and share 
with your neighbor. Pick up trash along your 
street with your kids. 

Remember kindness is the best medicine 
— every day and especially now.

SORRY FOR THE SENIORS
Every day I think about the Class of 2020 at 

our county high schools and what the future 
holds for what should be the last couple of 
months of their public education.

Almost without fail every year at com-
mencement a student speaker or teacher 
mentions how graduation is a milestone of 
each student’s life. Although no decision has 
been made, it looks like an increasing possi-
bility the school year may be over.

That means the Class of 2020 will miss 
their proms, senior trips receiving their caps 
and gowns and the thrill of walking into a 
gym with their classmates to the strains of 
“Pomp and Circumstance.”

I’m not sure what — if anything — can 
be done to remedy that. I’ve been told some 
schools will be holding a virtual graduation. 
I’m not sure what that means. I’m hoping if 
we all put our heads together, we can come 
up with something.

I’m also heartbroken for the Paris High 
School and Chrisman High School drama stu-
dents who were to be presenting their school 
musicals this weekend or next weekend.

Chrisman was in tech rehearsals last week 
before the governor ordered schools closed. 
I’m sure Cole Huber and his students have 
their fingers crossed that somehow — some-
way — they can eventually perform “The 
Little Mermaid.”

Then there’s the PHS students, under the 
direction of Tanner Laughlin, who have been 
working on the popular musical “Grease” 
since December. They were scheduled to 
present four performances next weekend — 
March 27-29 — at the Paris Center of Fine 
Arts. They are holding out hope for perfor-
mances in May. 

See ZEMAN, Page 7A
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Let’s hope it happens.

FEED THE CHILDREN
Lastly, I am so very 

proud of the school 
districts and employees of 
Chrisman, Kansas, Paris, 
Crestwood and Shiloh 
who have made it a pri-
ority to see their students 
don’t go hungry during the 
time school is closed. 

Paris 95 Superintendent 
of Schools Jeremy Larson 
said Friday all the kitchens 
in the district are prepar-
ing the meals for all Paris 
95, Crestwood and Paris 
High School students 
who have requested them. 

Larson said they packed extra 
food Friday for the weekend.

Shiloh Superintendent 
Allen Hall reported earlier 
this week that district is deliv-
ering meals to students one 
week at a time. 

The next delivery will be 
Monday.

Chrisman and Kansas are 
each providing grab and go 
lunches each day. Chrisman 
lunches are available at the 

grade school and Kansas at 
the school as well.

Thank you to everyone 
who made this possible — 
including Joe’s Pizza and Eno 
Vitale who donated lunches 
for the Paris deliveries earlier 
this week.

(Nancy Zeman is the 
publisher and part-owner 
of The Prairie Press/Paris 
Beacon-News. Email her at 
nzeman@prairiepress.net.)
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a window of opportunity, but 
such is life.

The governor’s office was 
quick to tamp down fears that 
the state’s budget might take 
a $3.5 billion hit while other 
state revenues are very likely 
to tumble along with the 
markets and the economy. 
“We’re working to prioritize 
what needs to be done and 
how quickly we can do it,” 
said the governor’s press 
secretary Jordan Abudayyeh, 
adding the government 
would do everything it 
possibly could to obtain 
federal approval of the state’s 
proposal.

Those efforts could include 
asking the federal govern-
ment for additional time, 
with the hop the escalating 
COVID-19 crisis will put 
the feds in a more forgiving 
mood.

Then again, Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker has lately taken to lobbing 
sharp criticisms at the Trump 
administration’s response to 
the outbreak and at Presi-
dent Trump himself. Trump 

recently called Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee a “snake” after 
Inslee criticized the admin-
istration’s handling of the 
situation on the ground in his 
hard-hit state.

You get a good look at 
someone’s character in times 
like these, so we’ll see how 
well everyone cooperates 
at the state and local levels 
when it comes to those must-
pass bills and if anyone tries 
to play any games.

They need to pass a bud-
get, perhaps a lump-sum or 
six-month (or both) budget 
to allow the state government 
to operate in these uncharted 
waters. Beyond that, there’s 
some cleanup work to do 
on some of the myriad laws 
the legislature passed in an 
end-of-session rush last May. 
They also may want to look 
at some legislation designed 
to help people, business 
and local governments get 
through this emergency. A 
Chicago casino might fit into 
that latter category since the 
city’s precariously ill-funded 
pension funds are undoubt-
edly taking a shellacking 
these days and the casino 

was designed to help two of 
the funds. Not to mention 
the state revenues that could 
be lost. The state backstops 
McPier’s bonds, and McCor-
mick Place has lost over a half 
a dozen conventions in the 
past several days with more 
cancellations guaranteed, 
so that probably needs to be 
looked at. I could go on, but 
you get the idea.

Decades of misfeasance 
and malfeasance have left 
the state with zero cushion 
to handle the coming blows. 
The same goes for the city 
and for far too many other 
municipal entities through-
out the Prairie State.

“Together, we’ll find a way 
to the other side,” the governor 
pledged during a recent news 
conference. Let’s hope so, 
because that path is looking 
extremely perilous right now. 
At bare minimum, everyone at 
the top needs to pull together 
and stay together.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)
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are going to blast headlines 
every day of how many new 
cases of COVID-19 have 
been discovered, we should 
put, in equal display, how 
many people have recovered 
from the virus and will be 
fine. 

That number globally is 
around 70,000. 

Did you know that? 
It’s a critical piece of infor-

mation. 
But how many recovered 

people have you seen inter-
viewed? 

Likewise, we read plenty 
of critical stories of how 
unprepared we were, or who 
fell down on the job. 

But there are people 
working on testing, distribu-
tion, vaccines and emergency 
shelters. News about their 
progress would provide some 
optimism.

We need that kind of 
balance. 

We need perspective on 

numbers, not just numbers.
People who have columns, 

host radio shows or have 
opinion segments on TV 
news should think twice be-
fore blathering on about how 
awful this president is, or how 
magnificent this president is, 
or how unprepared we were, 
or how other countries are to 
blame, or how a new expert 
is now predicting this kind of 
death count or that kind of 
stock market collapse. 

We should consider what 
segments like that do to the 
national discourse and the 
national mood, not what they 
do for our ratings or Internet 
clicks.

This isn’t a time to be 
self-righteous, a false expert 
or a know-it-all alarmist. 

How we handle ourselves 
the next few months will 
determine what our nation 
looks like for the next few 
years. 

The dangers of the virus 
should never be ignored. But 
neither should the hopeful-
ness of surviving it.

 I have learned, through 
decades writing about the 
subject, that most people 
can’t really envision death. 
But they react mightily to the 
threat of it. Fear and depres-
sion quickly rise. Anger. Isola-
tion. Doing and saying things 
they never did before.

We who shape this oncom-
ing narrative will be largely 
responsible for that, like it 
or not. 

I guess this is why my 
doctor, in her wisdom, asked 
me to urge calm, compas-
sion, reaching out instead of 
pulling in.

Finding the negative may 
be the media’s inclination. 
But finding the positive is 
now our obligation. 

We are citizens and hu-
mans before we are reporters 
and commentators. And 
my doctor’s favor should be 
granted by all of us, for all our 
sakes.

Mitch Albom is an American 
author, journalist, screenwriter, 
dramatist, radio and television 
broadcaster.)
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KANSAS — COVID-19 
and the mandatory school 
closing was a major topic of 
conversation at the Wednes-
day, March 18, board of ed-
ucation meeting for Kansas 
Community Unit School Dis-
trict #3.

Governor J.B. Pritzker or-
dered all schools stay closed 
March 17 to March 30 and 
Wednesday the Illinois State 
Board of Education advised 
administrators to expect 
the order to extend beyond 
March 30.

“We don’t have any idea 
how long this will last,” in-
terim district superintendent 
John Hasten told board mem-
bers. “I think the governor 
will extend it beyond two 
weeks.”

Hasten said students were 
given packets of study materi-
al before they were sent home 
Monday, March 16, for the 
unscheduled two-week break. 
He explained the material 
in the packets was designed 

as review to keep students 
where they are rather than 
a way to instruct them with 
new information. 

The superintendent added 
it is doubtful the school will 
create new review packets if 
the closing is continued.

“My fear is this will extend 
to a point we will have to can-
cel graduation,” Hasten said. 
“I don’t see prom happening.”

Board members voiced 
concerns about assigning 
grades and credit if the stu-
dents do not come back to 
finish the school year.

According to Hasten, the 
simplest option is to make 
whatever grades students had 
on March 16 the semester 
grade. The school had three 
full quarters completed and 
was just briefly into the fourth 
quarter when the closing was 
ordered.

Granting course credit, 
Hasten said, is the board of 
education’s domain so the 
district has the authority to 
grant a full year of credit even 
though an entire year of work 

was not completed.
“If we miss eight weeks of 

school, how are we going to 
get the kids caught up next 
year?” asked board member 
Matt Ehlers.

Hasten said that has al-
ready been a discussion with 
the teachers and all are aware 
of the special circumstanc-
es. The elementary teachers 
know students advancing to 
the next grade level will not 
be coming in as fully prepared 
as they should be and a longer 
period of review will be need-
ed to get them back on pace.

“It’s going to be a lot of 
work in that first quarter to get 
them caught up,” said Hasten, 
adding the biggest challenge 
will be addressing the loss in 
math carryover. 

Even though schools are 
closed and staff is not required 
to be in the building, Hasten 
praised the cooks for coming 
in daily to pack carry-out sack 
lunches for students. He said 
17 lunches were prepared 
Tuesday, 30 were scheduled 
for Thursday and he antic-

ipates the numbers to keep 
climbing.

“We are glad we are putting 
food into kids’ hands,” said 
Hasten. “Some kids might not 
have eaten if we hadn’t done 
this.”

He also commended the 
district’s maintenance staff for 
taking advantage of the break 
to thoroughly clean and sani-
tize the building, just in case 
school resumes.

Principal Cindy Spencer 
used part of her report to ex-
tend kudos to the Tri-County 
Girls Basketball team for a 
third place finish in the state 
tournament, and she thanked 
the booster club and private 
donors for providing mon-
ey so the girls could buy the 
expensive state tournament 
apparel. 

Spencer announced the 
district received a Flossie 
Stafford grant for special edu-
cation and the money will be 
used to purchase two iPads, 
or similar devices. A $6,931 
grant was received from the 
Edgar County Community 

Foundation for the purchase 
of 20 Chromebooks and a 
cart.

“Now both floors will have 
a portable Chromebook cart,” 
said Spencer.

The board awarded a con-
tract to Industrial Services of 
Mattoon, as the low bidder, 
to install a new membrane 
roof on the 1956 addition to 
the building. The company’s 
bid of $192,300 was below 
the architect’s estimate of 
$200,000. 

Hasten said the district re-
ceived a $50,000 state main-
tenance grant and the rest of 
the cost will come from the 
district’s share of the Edgar 
County School Facility tax 
and the district’s health, life 
safety fund.

In another action, the 
board approved 2 percent 
raises for non-certified staff 
and administrators to stay in 
line with the 2 percent raise 
that is part of the teachers’ 
contract for 2020-2021.

Board members expressed 
disappointment at the Shi-

loh Board of Education re-
jecting a plan to expand the 
Tri-County coop to include 
all junior high sports.

“I left the (committee) 
meeting thinking all of the 
schools were on board with 
it,” said Ehlers. “For the first 
time since the cooperative 
started, I felt like this was a 
way to look at how the coop-
erative should look.” 

Kansas did approve accept-
ing Shiloh High School into 
the co-op for scholastic bowl 
competition. 

Following an executive ses-
sion the following staff chang-
es were made: non-tenured 
teachers Beth Gibson, Christy 
Pinkston, Linsey Shawver and 
Bridget Walters were rehired 
for next year; Amanda Gough 
and Jennifer Staley were re-
hired and awarded tenure; 
Gena Bunch-Epperson and 
April Noel were re-employed 
as part-time teachers; Tracy 
Porter was hired as a full-time 
teacher; and Skyler Harford 
was released from her teach-
ing position for next year. 

Schools facing a conundrum about how to move forward

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

HUME — Shiloh Junior 
High School athletes will not 
be Titans but will continue to 
be Raiders following action 
by the Shiloh Unit 1 School 
Board Monday, March 16, 
meeting.

On a vote of 4-3, the board 
members voted against the 
school’s junior high teams 
joining the sports cooperative 
with Kansas and Oakland. 
Shiloh’s high school sports are 
a member of the cooperative.

Board president David 
Smith made the motion to 
join the cooperative follow-
ing an extended discussion by 
board members. The motion 
was seconded by Tara Bar-
rett-Duzan. They were joined 
by Renee Henry in voting in 
favor of the cooperative.

Voting against joining the 
cooperative were Aaron Rich-
ardson, Brian Rhode, April 
Morris and Justin Wood.

The board members have 
been discussing the possibil-
ity of joining the cooperative 
for the last couple of months 
and seemed to be leaning in 
that direction. Smith joined 
interim Superintendent of 
Schools Allen Hall and prin-
cipal Beth Harbaugh at a 
co-op meeting earlier this 
month.

Rhode, who in previous 
discussions appeared to fa-
vor the co-op for junior high, 
withdrew his support Mon-
day after he discovered join-
ing the sport co-op would 
move Shiloh from Class 1A to 
Class 2A. The Tri-County ju-
nior high cooperative plays in 
Class 2A as set by the Illinois 
Elementary Association.

Rhode said moving the 
Shiloh athletes to Class 2A 
would mean they would play 
larger schools such as Crest-
wood and Casey-Westfield. 
He said it would be hard to 
compete in that class.

Shani Weiss, who coaches 
both the junior high girls vol-
leyball and basketball teams, 
in speaking against joining 
the co-op, noted there is a 
discrepancy in discipline be-
tween Shiloh and the other 
two schools. She noted join-

ing the program might help 
the Titan high school athlet-
ic programs but emphasized 
fewer Shiloh students would 
get the opportunity to play.

Hall said Kansas and Oak-
land are open to Shiloh join-
ing the co-op and added they 
would like the school to also 
co-op its scholastic bowl team. 
Shiloh team sponsor Terry 
Sullivan said it has been a 
struggle to get four or five high 
school students to participate.

While one of the first 
things that would have to be 
tackled, Smith reported, was 
what school would host what 
sport. Smith said he supports 
rotating hosting the sports ev-
ery year.

The co-op members also 
requested the schools consid-
er having only one athletic di-
rector beginning in the 2021-
2022 school year, Smith said. 

“There would be a lot of lo-
gistics to work out with that,” 
he said.

Richardson said he is 
against joining Tri-County for 
junior high sports. 

“We wouldn’t be competi-
tive,” he said, also emphasiz-
ing there are some concerns 
Shiloh has expressed about 
the high school co-op that 
needs to be fixed.

Barrett-Duzan said she fa-
vored the change, noting the 
parents who have contacted 
her or spoken to her over-
whelmingly favor joining the 
co-op.

Morris again expressed 
her concern that joining the 
junior high co-op would 
prevent junior high students 
from experiencing sports 
at the junior high level. Her 
daughter, who is just over five 
foot, played junior high girls 
basketball and said she might 
have never found out how 
much she enjoyed basketball 
without the opportunity to 
play as a younger student.

Harbaugh reported the 
staff spent the in-service on 
Friday preparing to support 
Shiloh students learning out-
side of the building. 

In addition, the school 
will provide a week’s worth 
of breakfast and lunch for 
students who sign up for the 

service. The meals will be de-
livered to points in each com-
munity. To sign up for the 
service, parents must call the 
school and leave a message. 
Aramark is providing the 
food, she said.

The board also asked Hall 
to look into the cost of reviv-
ing the school’s drug testing 
programs for extracurricular 
activities.

Rhode said the school 
needs to do drug testing to 
try to get a handle on the vap-
ing problem. Vaping is a huge 
problem, Rhode emphasized, 
not just outside school but 
during school. He estimat-
ed 90 percent of Shiloh high 
school students are vaping.

Hall said he would send out 
the past policy for the board 
members to look over before 
the next meeting.

In other business, the 
board:
Heard from elemen-

tary students about their 
experiences learning about 
agriculture through their 
cross-curriculum experienc-
es including making butter, 
visiting Danke Farms near 
Martinsville and meeting a 
reindeer, making crock pot 
applesauce and tasting Terry 
Sullivan’s local honey. 
Heard the school’s En-

virothon team took second 
place at the recent compe-
tition. The Ag team also did 
well.
Hired Pam Evans as a 

new science teacher.
Instructed Hall to pur-

chase a two-sided electronic 
sign for the front of the school 
at a cost of $27,000.
Declined an offer from 

Ormstead Wind Farm to erect 
a wind turbine on school 
property.
Instructed Hall to trade-

in/purchase or lease a driver’s 
education car. The current car 
is a 2007 model.
Agreed the Shiloh scho-

lastic bowl team will co-op 
with the current Tri-County 
team.
Accepted the bid from 

O.E. Schrock of Arthur to 
renovate the biology and 
chemistry labs for a total of 
$120,989.

Shiloh rejects junior high sports co-op

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Chasta Huddleson, left, and Mary Switzer pack ham and cheese wraps, chips, cereal bars, milk 
and juice at Mayo Middle School on Tuesday, March 17. They made 300 meals to feed Paris kids 
who rely on schools for lunch and could be left wanting while they are closed.

to please email the school at 
absence@kansas.k12.il.us, or 
call the school at (217)948-
5174 before 9:00 a.m. to re-
quest a lunch. Pickup is at 
entrance E1 of TLC (the old 
Kansas Grade School) be-
tween 11 a.m. and noon each 
day. 

For more information about 
the Chrisman school district’s 
meals, call the elementary 
school at 217-269-2022.

Shiloh CUSD #1 is offering 
students a week’s worth of 
breakfast and lunch supplies 
across several communities, 
with pickups Saturday from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Parents should 
call the school office at 217-
887-2364, ext. 1, as soon as 
possible to request meals for 
their students.

Shiloh CUSD #1 meal 
pickups are at St. Michael’s 
Parish Life Center in Hume, 
the Metcalf Christian Church 
in Metcalf, the Newman First 
Christian Church in New-
man, Little Hall in Murdock, 
the Christian Church in Red-
mon and the Brocton Chris-
tian Church in Brocton.

LUNCHES
FROM PAGE 1A

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Joe’s Pizza owner Eno Vitale delivers a carload of sack lunch-
es to Mayo Middle School Thursday, March 19. Joe’s Pizza 
packed 600 lunches of ham and cheese sandwiches, apples, 
chips and chocolate chip cookies to help feed students reli-
ant on school meals during the COVID-19 school shutdown.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN — The 
Chrisman City Council 
took action Monday night, 
March 16, against the spread 
of the corona virus causing 
COVID-19.

It was announced during 
the meeting the Chrisman 
Public Library is closed until 
further notice, and the city 
office will be closed to the 
public. City clerk Dena Burns 
and city treasurer Brittaney 
Ford will continue working 
in the office to handle city 
business and deal with issues 
over the phone. They will not 
have the building doors open 
to accept water bill payments 
or other transactions. Water 
bills should be paid by mailing 
a remittance or dropping the 
payment in the mail slot at the 
city building. 

Much of the remainder of 
the meeting dealt with regu-

lar business matters. Coun-
cil members approved two 
building permits so the Unit 
6 school district can install 
solar panels at two locations. 
One site is the south lawn of 
the high school, and the oth-
er uses a portion of the play-
ground across Madison Street 
from the grade school. 

The Stone River Group was 
authorized to collect bids and 
award a contract to the lowest 
bidder to provide municipal 
electric aggregation rates for 
residential use. This process is 
currently bid every three years 
and is a way of providing the 
lowest possible electric rates 
for city residents by using one 
company. Residents don’t 
have to do anything to sign 
up for the electric rate as that 
is an automatic process as part 
of aggregation, but citizens do 
have a right to opt out and se-
lect a different provider.

A new electric message 

Chrisman reacting to coronavirus threat
board using LED lights was 
approved for the food pantry 
the Christian Church operates 
in the former state bank build-
ing on the northwest corner 
of the square. Commissioner 
Thad Crispin said the bottom 
of the new sign will be 10 feet 
above the sidewalk.

Commissioner Brian Had-
dix reported city workers fixed 
a sink hole in the alley behind 
the American Legion. The 
hole was caused after a forgot-
ten septic tank went dry.

Haddix announced he re-
cently purchased a new cam-
era with the intent of creat-
ing a visual record of derelict 
buildings and inoperable cars 
as part of the effort to clean 
the community. He confirmed 
being confronted by a local 
resident who received an or-
der to clean up her property. 

According to Haddix, the 
woman was adamant about 
not complying with the order.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris High School students 
have raised more than $11,000 
to support the school’s annual 
after prom event, the Paris Co-
operative High School board 
of directors learned during its 
meeting Monday, March 9.

The students, sponsored by 
teacher Heather Seaton, have 
been aggressively hosting a 
variety of events and projects 
to raise the money for prizes 
and activities for the annual 
junior-senior prom, set for 
April 18.

Assistant principal Mark 
Cox shared the students re-
cently raised $3,800 with a 
cow chip bingo, held in the 
round barn on the Edgar 
County Fairgrounds. Other 
activities have included a car 
show and a Trunk or Treat. In 
total, the students have raised 
$11,560.

Included in that total raised 
by the students, Cox said, is a 
$4,800 from local businesses. 
“What a giving community,” 
he noted.

The board members also 
had the opportunity to see a 
project from a PHS class in-

volving Crestwood first grad-
ers. Kaitlyn Mathews said 
students in a classroom at 
Crestwood were asked to draw 
a picture. The PHS students 
then created a three-dimen-
sional version of the drawing 
using cloth and fibers. 

Senior Sarah Isaf said the 
students then sewed the 3-D 
versions and stuffed them us-
ing fiber fill. Sewing was a new 
experience for the students in 
the crafts 2 class, she said. The 
students came up with the 
idea from a similar project 
they found on social media.

The 25 3-D versions will 
be presented to each student, 
Isaf said.

The board also:
Accepted the resigna-

tion of Kyra Hutchings as the 
school’s agriculture teacher 
and FFA sponsor. The school 
is aggressively looking for a 
replacement to continue the 
ag program.
Accepted the resignation 

of Christian Mills as assistant 
volleyball coach.
Hired Steve Kemper as 

a volunteer softball coach for 
the 2020 season.
Approved PHS students 

of Jami Wilson to partici-
pate in the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
Earth Day activities at Lin-
coln Trail State Park.
Approved a fundraiser 

request by Taylor Birch-
field for the girls track 
team.
Heard graduation is 

set for Friday, May 22.
Paris 95 Superintendent 

of Schools Jeremy Larson 
said the school has sever-
al openings to fill due to 
resignations including an 
assistant principal to suc-
ceed Mark Cox, who will 
become school principal 
July 1. There are currently 
seven applicants for the 
position. Applications are 
due by March 31.

Other vacancies include 
an APEX supervisor and 
a math teacher to succeed 
Doug Happ, who is re-
tiring at the conclusion 
of the school year. Lar-
son also emphasized the 
school will be hiring an ag 
teacher and FFA sponsor. 
“We are not eliminating 
the program. We need a 
teacher,” he said.

Prom party fundraising surpasses 
$11,000 thanks to students, donations
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Brady: 
Playoffs 
or bust

Well, it’s official now. 
Tom Brady is a Bucca-

neer. 
Sounds 

strange, 
doesn’t it? 

Natural-
ly, there’s 
been a 
rush of 
excite-
ment in 
the NFL 
backwater 
known 
as Tampa 

Bay, even amid the anxiety 
and uncertainty of the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

But before they start 
ordering those Super Bowl 
rings, a dose of reality is in 
order.

Chances are, this won’t 
end with a confetti and 
champagne shower — 
which is the extraordinari-
ly high standard that Brady 
has set throughout his 
G.O.A.T. of a career.

We all know it’s ex-
tremely rare for past-their-
prime athletes to leave a 
longtime team and some-
how find the Fountain of 
Youth elsewhere. For every 
Peyton Manning, there’s 
a Babe Ruth or a Michael 
Jordan, a Willie Mays or a 
Joe Namath, a Hank Aaron 
or a Johnny Unitas.

But if expectations are 
kept at a reasonable level, 
this seismic shift in the 
NFL landscape could still 
go down as a success. 

Instead of champion-
ship-or-bust, the Bucs 
should be satisfied with 
playoffs-or-bust.

After nearly two decades 
in New England, Brady 
certainly recognizes that 
he’s starting over at a point 
when most athletes have 
already hung it up.

“Excited, humble and 
hungry,” he wrote Friday 
in an Instagram post that 
included a picture of him 
signing his new two-year, 
$50 million contract — all 
of it guaranteed — in what 
appeared to be his kitchen. 
“If there is one thing I have 
learned about football, it’s 
that nobody cares what 
you did last year or the 
year before that.”

What Brady has done 
is beyond remarkable: six 
Super Bowl champion-
ships, 17 AFC East titles 
— including the last 11 
in a row — and a record 
of 249-75 over nearly two 
decades as the Patriots’ 
starting quarterback.

But even with his 43rd 
birthday approaching 
and his legacy more than 
secured, he’s not satisfied. 

The great ones never are.
That’s surely why they 

tend to hang on longer 
that they should. That’s 
why Brady was willing 
trade snowy New England 
for Florida’s sunny Gulf 
Coast — and not as part of 
a retirement plan.

“You earn the trust and 
respect of those around 
through your commitment 
every single day,” Brady 
wrote. “I’m starting a 
new football journey and 
thankful for the (Bucca-
neers) for giving me an 
opportunity to do what I 
love to do. I look forward 
to meeting all my new 
teammates and coaches 
and proving to them that 

See NEWBERRY, Page 10A
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Titan athletes honored
TCT winter sports teams, players honored at annual gathering at Shiloh High School
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

HUME — Tri-County 
honored its winter sports 
teams Sunday, March 15, to 
officially conclude the winter 
sports season.

This year’s festivities were 
different as there was a ban-
quet held in past years. Things 
were changed due to the state  
decree of closing schools that 
began Tuesday, March 17.

Rich Knofsky, athletic di-
rector for the Shiloh School, 
welcomed everyone in atten-
dance to the program.  Knof-
sky began the program with a 
prayer in light of the extraor-
dinary circumstances that 
were about to be brought into 
the three respective schools.  

The cheer and dance teams 
were up first with Martin 
Goatley being the spokesman 

for both coaches — Karen 
Goatley for cheer and Megan 
Evans for dance.  

Eight cheer members were 
recognized with all of them 
receiving letters for this sea-
son. 

The squad included Zoey 
Burton, Kindre Quick, and 
Josie King (all freshman), Ol-
ivia Noel (sophomore), Alicia 
Guitierrez (junior), and Will 
Reavley, Grace Harmon, Lola 
Wood and Catherine Shick 
(all seniors).  The four seniors 
also received plaques for their 
contributions to the program 
the past four years.

All six dance team mem-
bers — two freshman and 
four seniors — received let-
ters for this season as well.  
The squad for this year was 
Niya Dillon, McKenzie Aue, 
Laura Tonn, Se Se Manzato, 

Marijain Roberts and Holly 
Wakefield.  The four seniors 
received plaques as well. 

Four awards were handed 
out for the team including 
Tonn receiving the Most Im-
proved and the Forever a Ti-
tan award.  Manzato was also 
given a Forever a Titan award 
while Wakefield was given the 
Titan Award for leadership.  
Both Tonn and Manzato were 
foreign exchange students for 
this school year.

Boys basketball Coach 
Cyrus Furgeson and assistant 
coach Nate Logan discussed 
the past season.  

There were 26 players don-
ning the purple, orange and 
blue for for three different 
teams in boys basketball.

Freshman/sophomore 
team members includ-
ed Caleb Brown, Damon 

Cline, Levi Eads, Jackson 
Ehlers, Tony Graham, Tyler 
Hutchinson, Carter Phillips, 
Jacob Smith and Tyler Von-
Lanken  The team went 2-11 
in 13 games.

Graham, Hutchinson, Phil-
lips, VonLanken and Smith 
were also a part of the junior 
varsity squad whichalso in-
cluded Payton Bell, Gaige 
Cox, Mehki Johnson, Jakob 
Jones, Carson Logan, Dal-
ton Ludington, Jordan Pena, 
Ashton Thompson and Gavin 
Walsh.  The JV squad was 
5-10 in 15 games.

Bell, Cox, Johnson, Lo-
gan, Pena, VonLanken and 
Thompson also dressed for 
this season’s varsity squad 
which went 17-13 overall and 
5-5 in the first year of the Lin-
coln Prairie Conference. 

The rest of the team con-

sisted of Mitch Pollock, CJ 
Eakle, Dameon Bolton, Josh 
Hunt, Cole McClain, Jack 
Armstrong and Clayton Par-
di. 

Awards handed out for 
team went to Armstrong for 
best field goal percentage 
(48%). Eakle and Bolton 
shared the Defensive Award.  
Eakle finished with 32 steals  
— second on the team — 
while Bolton added 29 steals 
which was tied for third on 
the team.  

Pollock was given awards 
for rebounds (216), free 
throw percentage (73.7%), 
and assists (92).  Pollock (first 
team) and McClain (honor-
able mention) were also given 
their certificates for making 
the Lincoln Prairie Confer-
ence All-Conference team.

See TITANS, Page 10A

Quinn, 
Foles 
joining 
the Bears

Tiger A.D. still hopeful

BY BRIAR NAPIER
bdn627@gmail.com

The uncertainty within the Illinois 
high school sports scene is at levels it has 
never been.

As the COVID-19 pandemic ravages 
the world and has 585 known cases in 
Illinois as of FrIday, prep athletics in the 
state have taken a backseat for the time 
being as the Illinois and the entireUnit-
ed States awaits any sign of a flattening 
of the curve and a decline in new cases..

The Illinois High School Association 
(IHSA) this week ordered all spring 
sport practices and games to be sus-
pended until at least March 30. That 
followed the IHSA announcement last 
week that all remaining winter sports 
championships — including the boys 
basketball state tournament — were 
cancelled. 

Illinois isn’t alone in the postpone-
ments.  As of Friday, no other state ath-
letic association in the United States is 
currently holding events or practices.

“During this time of mandated clo-
sure, the IHSA does not believe it is 
necessary or prudent for any number 
of students to gather for workouts, re-
gardless of how those students gather 
or whether any IHSA rule is broken 
by said gathering,” the Illinois associ-
ation announced Tuesday. “National, 
state and local governmental leaders 
are clear:  To help our country slow the 
spread of this pandemic, the best thing 
society can do is limit its interaction 
with one another … the IHSA strong-
ly recommends students, parents, and 
non-school coaches/trainers follow 
this advice. Doing so could ultimately 
end up salvaging the spring sports sea-
son.”

High school athletic directors around 
Illinois are in a frozen state at the mo-
ment — without much of anything re-
lated to prep athletics going on — there 
is little idea about what’s to come.

Paris High School athletic director 
Creighton Tarr is one of those people 
feeling the sting. 

In a time where local and national 
governments are encouraging social 
distancing to limit the chance of infec-
tion and community spread, Tarr said 
he’s quickly realized how much his job 
revolves around people and that doing 
work without people around is “really 
weird.”

“We’re working with athletes, coach-
es, officials, umpires and workers,” Tarr 
said. “Being away from it, even for just 
like a week … I think I’ve kind of real-
ized what I love most about my job is my 
daily interactions with people. I don’t 
currently really have that. This is hard on 
a lot of people.”

Tarr — who is also the Tiger baseball 

coach — said that the main challenge 
has been reassuring students that things 
are going to be alright. 

With Illinois schools being out of ses-
sion until at least April 8,, not only are 
spring sports seasons in danger of being 
cancelled outright, but other major high 
school events like prom, band concerts 
and theatre musicals are in real danger of 
being suspended.

In terms of athletics, however, Tarr’s 
initiative has been to make sure that Par-
is is ready to play anyone in any sport at 
any time — whenever that may be.

“In a tough time like this, I think 
you’ve got to have a little bit of faith that 
everything is going to be OK,” Tarr said. 
“If you’re sitting around here with a neg-
ative attitude, that’s not going to get you 
anywhere. I told the kids, ‘Hey, if we’re 
out ‘till March 30, then March 31 we’ll 
be ready to play.’ I think that’s the atti-
tude you’ve got to have. And especially 
as a leader, you’ve got to have that kind 
of attitude.”

Tarr has praised the IHSA for opting 
to suspend spring sports for the time 

being rather than completely shutting 
them down like the NCAA, for exam-
ple. That collegiate association cancelled 
all of its remaining winter and spring 
sports championships.

The optimism to see high school 
sports going on once again is still there 
for Tarr. He also remains realistic in 
making sure that local leaders prioritize 
the health and well-being of students 
first.

But if Paris gets the all-clear to resume 
classes, expect the Tigers and Lady Ti-
gers intend to come roaring to go back 
to competition.

“The IHSA … has done a pretty good 
job,” Tarr said. “They just said, ‘Hey, 
we’re not going to cancel this thing right 
now. We’re going to evaluate it.’”

Tarr said the IHSA announcement  
“gives us some hope. I don’t think any 
of us want to be out there when we’re 
at risk of spreading something … but 
at the same time, you’ve got to believe 
that things are going to work out. If you 
don’t believe in that, you’re in the wrong 
business.”

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris Lady Tiger senior softball player Carlei Sapp, front row center, recently 
signed her letter of intent to play at Lincoln Trail College. Sapp, an all-conference 
softball player, is among those who is watching her senior season slip by with 
games suspended due to the COVID-19 virus.

Tarr supports decision by 
IHSA to suspend sports

Special to The Prairie Press

Lady tiger senior softball player Katrina Strow, center front, recently signed a 
letter of intent to play softball at Saint-Mary-Of-The Woods College. Strow is also 
an all-conference player who is sitting on the sidelines hoping to get back on the 
field soon. 

LAKE FOREST, Ill. 
(AP) — The Chicago 
Bears added competition 
for quarterback Mitchell 
Trubisky by trading for 
2018 Super Bowl MVP 
Nick Foles. 

They also brought in for-
mer All-Pro to boost their 
pass rush by agreeing to a 
five-year, $70 million with 
Robert Quinn and have 
another former star on the 
way in tight end Jimmy 
Graham.

It’s been a busy few 
days for a team looking to 
bounce back from a disap-
pointing season that began 
with Super Bowl hopes. 
And while the NFL’s new 
year kicked off Wednesday 
without the usual parade 
of official announcements 
because of concerns about 
the new coronavirus, the 
Bears all but confirmed the 
stories that leaked out.

They sent out three 
tweets citing NFL Net-
work reports of the trade 
with Jacksonville for Foles  
and agreements with 
Quinn  and Graham. In 
each one, the Bears add-
ed: “NFL policy currently 
prohibits teams from mak-
ing any official announce-
ments.”

It was an unusual move. 
But these are hardly nor-
mal times.

The league has barred 
free agents from traveling 
to team facilities as well as 
travel by team personnel to 
meet them. Contracts can 
be sent digitally, signed by 
players, returned to teams 
and then submitted to the 
league to make them of-
ficial. But the players also 
need physicals. They could 
get them locally, but few 
teams would be comfort-
able with that arrange-
ment.

As for what the moves 
mean for the Bears, well, 
changes were expected. 
After all, they went from 
winning the NFC North 
at 12-4 in 2018 to finishing 
8-8 and missing the play-
offs for the eighth time in 
nine years.

Trubisky, for one, might 
See BEARS, Page 10A



they can believe and trust 
in me.”

Brady is joining a woebe-
gone franchise that ranks 
near the bottom of the 
league in attendance and 
hasn’t won a single playoff 
game since capturing their 
lone Super Bowl title during 
the 2002 season. 

In fact, the Bucs have 
made the postseason only 
two times since then, their 
last appearance coming 13 
long years ago. 

Only the woeful Cleve-
land Browns are in the midst 
of a longer playoff drought. 

So, that’s where the bar 
is set for Brady and his new 
team.

A playoff appearance 
should be judged a success. 
Winning a playoff game 
would be a bonus. And no 
one can deviate from the 
ultimate goal: setting this 

franchise on a course for 
long-term success be-
fore Brady hands off to a 
much-younger successor, 
whoever that may be.

The pieces are certainly in 
place to make that work.

Tampa Bay Coach Bruce 
Arians is hailed for his offen-
sive acumen, though he’ll 
have to adjust his downfield 
passing philosophy to better 
suit Brady’s possession-type 
style. 

The Bucs have a pair 
of Pro Bowl, 1,000-yard 
receivers in Chris Godwin 
and Mike Evans, which 
should be a welcome change 
for Brady after working last 
season with a New England 
offense that was desperately 
lacking in big-play weapons.

Tight ends Cameron 
Brate and O.J. Howard add 
to Brady’s potential arsenal. 

The offensive line is 
decent enough, and the 
Bucs may be able to pick off 
a few more additions in free 

agency merely by offering 
up the chance to play with 
the NFL’s greatest quarter-
back ever.

If the Bucs can shore up a 
woeful pass defense, they’ll 
certainly be in the mix for 
a playoff berth in the NFC 
South. 

If nothing else, Brady 
should improve the efficien-
cy of the offense merely by 
not being Jameis Winston, 
his predecessor and the 
first QB in league history to 
throw 30 touchdown passes 
AND 30 interceptions in the 
same season. 

Brady had eight picks in 
2019, and has never tossed 
more than 14 in a season.

Of course, Tampa Bay is 
talking titles, which is what 
you would expect in the 
giddiness of the moment.

“Tom is the most suc-
cessful quarterback in the 
history of our league, but 
what makes him so special 
is his ability to make those 
around him better,” Arians 
said in a statement. “He is 
a proven winner who will 
provide the leadership, 
accountability and work 
ethic necessary to lead us to 
our goal of winning another 
championship.”

Brady held off on making 
such bold predictions.

“I have always believed 
that well done is better 
than well said, so I’m not 
gonna say much more,” he 
wrote. “I’m just gonna get to 
work!”

So, get ready to see Brady 
in a uniform other than New 
England’s for the first time 
since his college days at 
Michigan.

It will be bizarre, for sure.
But at least he won’t look 

like a creamsickle.
For those who haven’t 

been paying them a lick of 
attention, the Bucs long 
ago dumped those hideous 
orange uniforms.

(Paul Newberry is a sports 
columnist for The Associated 
Press. Write to him at pnew-
berry(at)ap.org or at www.
twitter.com/pnewberry1963 
His work can be found at 
https://apnews.com.)
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New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req'd). Credit card req'd (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

Iv Support Holdings LLC

1-855-630-3734
SELECT ALL INCLUDED PACKAGE: Ends 3/28/20. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). 1st & 2nd year Pricing: $39.99.mo for �rst 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility, then prevailing rate applies (currently $85/mo 
for SELECT All Included), unless cancelled or changed prior to end of the promo period. Pricing subject to change. $5/mo. discount: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. 
First time credit will include all credits earned since meeting o�er requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. Includes: SELECT All Included TV Pkg, 
monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Additional Fees & Taxes: Price excludes Regional Sports Fee of up to $9.99/mo. (which is extra & applies to CHOICE and/or MÁS ULTRA and higher Pkgs.), applicable 
use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99 one-time & $7/mo. fees for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. See 
att.com/directvfees for additional details. Di�erent o�ers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling unit and telco customers. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of 
$29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some o�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. GENIE HD DVR UPGRADE OFFER: Includes instant 
rebates on one Genie HD DVR and up to three Genie Minis. Req’s SELECT Pkg or above; ÓPTIMO MÁS Pkg or above; or qual. int’l svc bundle with PREFERRED CHOICE. $99 fee applies for Wireless Genie Mini upgrade. Whole-Home HD DVR functionality 
req’s an HD DVR connected to one television and a Genie Mini, H25 HD Receiver(s) or a DIRECTV Ready TV/Device in each additional room. Limit of three remote viewings per HD DVR at a time. Visit directv.com/genie for complete details. O�ers may not 
be combined with other promotional o�ers on the same services and may be modi�ed or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all o�ers. HBO,® Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box 
O�ce, Inc. STARZ® and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS company. ©2019 EPIX Entertainment LLC. 
All Rights Reserved. EPIX® is a registered trademark of EPIX Entertainment LLC. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property 
and/or AT&T a�liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Retail Retail MeatMeat  

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Beef Liver $1.99$1.99/lb/lb
We also have Bahrs Noodles 

&  Mullen’s Dressing

 

Pricing does not include tax, title or doc fees. 
Photos for illustration purposes only

ALL TRUCKS REDUCED!

TRUCK
SALE!

Only 14,000 miles

2018 GMC
Sierra 1500

Was $43,985 Now 
$41,774

#G20181A

EcoDiesel

2017 Ram
1500

Was $28,985 Now 
$27,850#X20008A

Was $14,985 Now 
$13,875#G19150B

Work
Truck!

2012 GMC 
Sierra 1500

Power Wagon!

2016 Ram
2500

Was $35,985 Now 
$33,850

#G19152B

Less than 10,000 
Miles!

2019 GMC
Sierra 2500HD

Was $60,985 Now 
$58,127#G20180A

Was $26,985 Now 
$25,368

2017 Chevrolet
Colorado

#G19200A

Recent 
Arrival!

Was $5,985 Now 
$4,950

2011 RAM
Dakota

#G20078B1

Value
Priced!

Leather

2011 Chevrolet
Avalanche

Was $19,985 Now 
$17,850#19226A

Low miles!

2018 Ford
F-150

Was $29,985 Now 
$28,950

#x20012

Texas Edition!

2015 Ford
F-150

Was $25,985 Now 
$24,750#X19243A

NEWBERRY
FROM PAGE 9A

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

Titan girls basketball 
Coach Joe Morrisey took the 
podium to talk about this 
year’s girls basketball team. 

Morrisey said there were 
25 players taking the court as 
the with the goal of improv-
ing on a fourth place finish in 
Class 1A a season ago.  

The JV squad finished 7-6 
in 13 games with the team 
consisting of Thaylee Barry, 
Zoie Parker, Caroline Smith, 
Josie King, Meagan Sanders, 
Breann Ard, Kindre Quick, 
Grace Hopper, Lilly Burn-
side, Laura Tonn, Meredith 
Morrisey, Camille Clifton, 
and Megan Houlihan.  

Four awards were given out 
for this team as Houlihan was 
awarded the Titan Award for 
sportsmanship. Ard was the 
Most Improved Player while 
Barry earned  the Defensive 
Award, and Smith was pre-
sented the Offensive Award.

Barry, Hopper and Smith 
also dressed for this sea-
son’s varsity team that fin-
ished 30-6 overall and 9-0 in 
the LPC winning both the 
league’s regular season and 
tournament titles.

The team made the IHSA 

BEARS
FROM PAGE 9A

be a little less comfortable. 
Though general manager 

Ryan Pace had said he re-
mained committed to the 
former No. 2 overall draft pick 
as the starter, he also left the 
door open to bringing in a vet-
eran to push him. The Bears 
agreed Wednesday to a send 
a compensatory fourth-round 
pick to Jacksonville for Foles, 
according to a person familiar 
with the situation.

Now, Trubisky has compe-
tition. That’s hardly a surprise, 
after his production dropped 
in his third season.

Trubisky’s yards (3,138), 
completion rate (63.2%), 
touchdowns (17) and rat-
ing (83) were all down from 

LADY TIGERS TO CONTINUE CAREERS

Special to The Prairie Press

Surrounded by her parents and coaches, Lady Tiger senior Jenna Gates, center front, signs her 
national letter of intent to continue her basketball career at Franklin College. Gates, an all-con-
ference guard and playmaker, holds the Lady Tiger record for career assists.

Special to The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger senior Sarah Isaf, center front, is surrounded by her parents and coaches signing 
her national letter of intent to play basketball at DePauw University in Greencastle, Ind. Isaf, a 
second team Class 2A IBCA all-state player and second team Associated Press all-state player, 
accumulated more than 1,500 points in her high school career.

Class 1A Final Four for the 
second year in a row. and 
finished third. 

The rest of the squad 
included Tayler Barry, 
Melia Eskew, Cailynne 
Phillips, Izzy Carroll, Lil-
lie Cox, Sammi Skinner, 
Emily Barrow, Kaylenn 
Hunt, Gwen Morris, Bella 
Dudley, Madison Barrow 
Kaylin Williams.

Seven awards were 
given out for the team as 
Tayler Barry notched two 
of them getting the Most 
Valuable Player (18.6 
points, 4.3 steals a game 
and IBCA First Team All-
State and AP All-State 
member) and free throw 
award (72%).  Dudley 
also was given the free 
throw award along with 
the rebounding award as 
well (14.5 points, 4.1 re-
bounds, 72% - IBCA Third 
Team All-State member).  

Eskew was given the 
steals award (4.1 a game, 
138 total) while Hunt 
was named the team’s 
Most Improved (5.1 
points, 4.0 rebounds a 
game).  Carroll was given 
the team’s Practice Player 
award and Williams the 
Titan Award.

the previous year. And 
the Bears’ offense ranked 
among the worst in the 
NFL.

The Jaguars are parting 
with the 31-year-old Foles 
just over a year after signing 
him to a four-year, $88 mil-
lion contract that included 
$50.125 million guaranteed. 
He broke his left collarbone 
early in the season opener, 
missed the next eight games 
and got benched in his third 
game back.

Rookie Gardner Min-
shew played well enough 
in his absence to make 
Foles expendable. 

The Bears’ problems on 
offense didn’t end with 
Trubisky. They lacked 
playmakers other than re-
ceiver Allen Robinson. 

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-844-262-9750

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated 
professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 
41354 License# 99338  License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 
Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

Exclusive Off er – Redeem By Phone Today!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY

Pizza Burger, ChipsPizza Burger, Chips & Drink  & Drink   $6.00
Clicken Sliders Clicken Sliders   3 for $5.00

 Fridays
Cod Fish Sandwich  $3.75 

Homemade Vegetable Beef and Chili
Pick up a Cup, Bowl or Quart!

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

SpecialsSpecials  
                         start Sunday

In-Town Delivery 
Daily  11-7

Curbside Pickup
 Daily  11-9 

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

The Paris Young Farmers would like to thank all 
of this year's consignors, bidders and buyers 

from our Annual Consignment Auction.
We’d also like to thank the following donors and vol-

unteers for assisting with this year’s auction: Kenney 
Farms, Jim Tate, Fuetz Contractors, Dunkley Farms & 

Excavating, Ingrum Waste Disposal, Clear Talk, Special-
ty Battery, Vermillion United Methodist Church, Edgar 

County Fair, Snearley & Company, Nathan Barrett, Kyle 
Kenny, Eric Tate, Jim Eads, Jacob Mohon, Tyler Blue, 

Josh Blue, Matthew Moss, Kerry Lenhart, Anita Spicer, 
Jim & Kris Knowles, Dean Wright, Cole Vietor, Amber 
Tegeler, Shelly Bright, Terri Quinn, Jacob Wolfe, Jim 

Blue, MaKenzie Tegeler, Scott Henson, Yancee Haddix, 
Nathan Tague, Chris Garner, Jeff Step, Blake Marrs, 

Bobby Agnew, Darren Warner & Brad Tucker. 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

ATLANTA – The U.S. 
Small Business Administra-
tion is offering low-interest 
federal disaster loans for 
working capital to Illinois 
small businesses suffering 
substantial economic injury 
as a result of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19).

SBA Administrator Jovita 
Carranza said the SBA acted 
under its own authority, as 
provided by the Coronavirus 
Preparedness and Response 
Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act that was recently 
signed by the president, to 
declare a disaster following 
a request received from Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker on March 17.

The disaster declaration 
makes SBA assistance avail-
able in the entire state of Il-
linois; and the contiguous 
counties of Clinton, Des 
Moines, Dubuque, Jackson, 
Lee, Louisa, Muscatine and 
Scott in Iowa; Benton, Gib-
son, Knox, Lake, Newton, 
Posey, Sullivan, Vermillion, 
Vigo and Warren in Indiana; 
Ballard, Crittenden, Living-
ston, McCracken and Union 
in Kentucky; Cape Girardeau, 
Clark, Jefferson, Lewis, Lin-

coln, Marion, Mississip-
pi, Perry, Pike, Ralls, Saint 
Charles, Saint Louis, Saint 
Louis City, Sainte Genevieve 
and Scott in Missouri; and 
Grant, Green, Kenosha, La-
fayette, Rock and Walworth 
in Wisconsin.

“SBA is strongly commit-
ted to providing the most ef-
fective and customer-focused 
response possible to assist 
Illinois small businesses with 
federal disaster loans,” said 
Carranza. “We will be swift in 
our efforts to help these small 
businesses recover from the 
financial impacts of the Coro-
navirus (COVID-19).”  

The disaster declaration 
submitted by Pritzker was 
supported by information 
from affected Illinois small 
businesses gathered by the 
Illinois Department of Com-
merce and Economic Oppor-
tunity.

"Our businesses are al-
ready hurting due to the ef-
fects of COVID-19, and the 
root of that pain isn’t going 
away anytime soon," Pritz-
ker said. "My administration 
is working expeditiously to 
mitigate the challenges small 
businesses are facing, and 
I appreciate the U.S. SBA's 

prompt approval of Illinois' 
Economic Injury Declara-
tion. I also want to thank our 
federal elected officials, espe-
cially Senators Durbin and 
Duckworth, for their support 
on behalf of small businesses 
across all 102 of our counties." 

SBA representatives are 
available to answer questions 
about the Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan program and 
explain the application pro-
cess. Small business owners 
can find the nearest resource 
at https://www.sba.gov/
local-assistance/, email the 
SBA Illinois District Office 
at Illinois.do@sba.gov, or call 
(312) 353-4528 with ques-
tions. 

“Small businesses, private 
non-profit organizations of 
any size, small agricultural 
cooperatives and small aqua-
culture enterprises that have 
been financially impacted as 
a direct result of the Corona-
virus (COVID-19) since Jan. 
31, 2020, may qualify for Eco-
nomic Injury Disaster Loans 
of up to $2 million to help 
meet financial obligations and 
operating expenses which 
could have been met had the 
disaster not occurred,” Car-
ranza said.

Per SBA guidelines, the 
loans may be used to pay fixed 
debts, payroll, accounts pay-
able and other bills that can’t 
be paid because of the disas-
ter’s impact.

Carranza added disaster 
loans can provide vital eco-
nomic assistance to small 
businesses to help overcome 
the temporary loss of revenue.

Eligibility for Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans is based 
on the financial impact of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
The interest rate is 3.75 per-
cent for small businesses. 
The interest rate for private 
non-profit organizations is 
2.75 percent. SBA offers loans 
with long-term repayments 
in order to keep payments af-
fordable, up to a maximum of 
30 years and are available to 
entities without the financial 
ability to offset the adverse 
impact without hardship. 

Applicants may apply on-
line, receive additional di-
saster assistance information 
and download applications 
at https://disasterloan.sba.
gov/ela. Applicants may also 
call SBA’s Customer Service 
Center at (800) 659-2955 or 
email disastercustomerser-
vice@sba.gov for more infor-

SBA offers COVID-19 disaster aid to Illinois small businesses  
mation on SBA disaster as-
sistance. Individuals who are 
deaf or hard of hearing may 
call (800) 877-8339. Com-
pleted applications should be 
mailed to U.S. Small Business 
Administration, Processing 
and Disbursement Center, 
14925 Kingsport Road, Fort 
Worth, TX  76155.

The deadline to apply for 
an Economic Injury Disaster 
Loan is Dec. 21.

More information about 
Coronavirus is available at 
Coronavirus.gov. 

More information about 
available SBA resources and 
services is available at SBA.
gov/coronavirus.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MATTOON – Senator 
Dale Righter (R-Mattoon) 
wants small business owners 
to know relief efforts are avail-
able as they deal with closing 
and loss of business during 
efforts to slow COVID-19 ex-
posure.

"These are unprecedented 
times and there is so much 
uncertainty for our small 
business community," said 
Righter. "As Illinois employ-
ers continue to confront new 
daily challenges, we need to 
work to provide as much relief 
and assistance as possible."

He noted many bars and 
restaurants across the state 
have been forced to limit 
available services, or in some 
instances close down com-
pletely. As a result, the Illinois 

Department of Revenue has 
announced a deferral of sales 
tax payments for more than 
24,000 bars and restaurants.

Bars and restaurants that 
incurred less than $75,000 
in sales tax liabilities last year 
will not be charged penalties 
or interest on late payments 
due between March and May. 
However, qualified taxpayers 
must still file their sales tax re-
turn even if they are unable to 
make a payment, and will be 
required to pay their sales tax 

liabilities in four installments 
beginning May 20.

Additionally, Illinois has 
been approved for disaster as-
sistance loans for small busi-
nesses facing challenges amid 
the growing health crisis. 
Eligible businesses can apply 
for up to $2 million in low-in-
terest loans available through 
the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration.  To learn more, 
visit https://disasterloan.sba.
gov.<https://disasterloan.
sba.gov/>

Righter: Small business relief is available
Some businesses 
can defer sales tax 
payments

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – The Mar-
shall Public Library Board 
of Trustees has closed the li-
brary through March 30.

This decision was reached 
as more information about 
the coronavirus has become 
available, and with the can-
cellation of Illinois Heartland 
Library Service.

All library programming is 
canceled, including the pre-
viously announced curbside 
service for checkout. Patron’s 
may still return items in the 
drop box but no new check-
outs are permitted, and the 
building is closed to the pub-
lic. 

“We have been following 
the guidance of Marshall 
Community Schools and 
Governor Pritzker’s imple-

mentation of preventive and 
responsive strategies, but in 
light of recent request that 
all citizens practice social dis-
tancing to slow the spread of 
COVID-19, we believe it is 
now time for the library to act 
swiftly” said library director 
Alyson Thompson.

For more information 
about COVID-19, please 
refer to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
website at www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus and the Illinois 
Department of Health and 
Human Services website at  
http://www.dhs.state.il.us/
page.aspx?

The library is also providing 
links to authoritative, credible 
information as it becomes 
available. Please look for this 
information on the library’s 
webpage or on Facebook.   

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris Public Library is 
closed through March 30. 

“This is not a decision that 
the board and staff made 
lightly, but with much consid-
eration of recommendations 
from public health authorities 
and the Illinois Library Asso-
ciation,” said librarian Teresa 
Pennington. “Most librar-
ies in the Illinois Heartland 
Library System are closing 
during the same time frame. 
IHLS is suspending delivery 
for at least two weeks.”

Pennington added all cur-

rent due dates on checked-
out material is extended to 
April 6 and no late fees will be 
charged until further notice. 

The library staff is asking 
that all checked-out items be 
kept at home, even if overdue, 
for the time being and urg-
es all Paris residents to stay 
home if not feeling well. Resi-
dents are asked not to donate 
books in the dropbox as it will 
not be emptied as frequently 
during the closure.  

All programs are canceled 
through the end of the month. 
The April 4 Auto Repair Man-
uals Book Sale is postponed 

Marshall library is closed

Paris Library closed until month’s end

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – The 10-
day school closing ordered by 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 qualifies 
an act of God, meaning school 
districts do not have to extend 
the school year to compensate 
for the unplanned time off.

The decision was an-
nounced Tuesday afternoon 
in a joint statement between 
Pritzker’s office, the Illinois 
Education Association, Illi-
nois Federation of Teachers, 
Illinois Association of Admin-
istrators, Illinois Principals 

Association and the Illinois 
State Board of Education.

Per the statement, all school 
employees will continue to get 
paid as though schools were 
still in session. The district can 
expect all employees to per-
form some work during the 
March 17-March 30 closing. 

Current law on teacher 
evaluation and Reduction 
in Force layoffs do remain in 
force. 

The statement notes 
COVID-19 is a rapidly evolv-
ing situation and additional 
action may be necessary in the 
future.

School closings have been 
deemed act of God by state

until further notice.
Pennington stressed the 

library has a wide variety of 
ebooks, e-audiobooks, and 
e-magazines available for 
patrons to access at home, 
without a need to come to the 
library. More information is 
available at www.parispubli-
clibrary.org.

According to Penning-
ton, all of these plans will 
be assessed on a daily basis 
against the rapidly changing 
COVID-19 situation. Up-
dates about the library’s plans 
will appear on the library’s 
website and Facebook page.

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
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Massage Massage 
by Karaby Kara

Kara Brinkerhoff
Licensed Massage Therapist

112 Andrew Street, Paris, IL
Located inside Hair Teazers

217-251-7439217-251-7439

• Professional Janitorial
Cleaning Products & 

Equipment
• Paper Products

D-ID-I  SUPPLYSUPPLY

2120 S. Main St. • Paris, IL

(217) 465-8484 Fred & LaNee Pfeiffer, 
PO BOX 333 • Paris, IL

Estate, Moving, Downsizing, 
& Going Out of Business

“Complete Liquidation Services”

ESTATE SALES LLC

(217) 251-5871 / (217)-264-1725
lanee.pfeiffer@gmail.com

Specializing in  
TAG SALES

A Directory of area Businesses

At Your Service

We sell and install carpet, vinyl, 
hardwood/laminate floors and vinyl tile. 
CARPET CLEANING NOW AVAILABLE

Call for an appointment
(217) 948-5555

750 West Illinois Rt. 16 • Kansas, IL

Sales and Service of:
Snow & Ice Removal Equipment

PARIS MACHINE
Hometown Service Since 1944

parismachine@frontier.com

Machine Shop - Steel Sales, Welding & 
Repair, Hydraulic Hoses & Cylinder Repair

Phone: (217) 465-3360 • Fax: (217) 463-3089
13005 IL HWY 133 • Paris, IL 61944

Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00

Proudly serving Paris, Clinton, 
Rockville and the entire 

Wabash Valley

(765) 832-7654
362 E. 4th St.  Clinton, IN 47842

217-465-4733

Parkway ComputersParkway Computers
402 Shaw Ave. Paris, IL 61944

Custom Built Computers
Internet Service Available
Quality Sales & Service

www.parkwaycomputers.com
parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

If you’re looking for 
quick oil change 
come in anytime 
and jump in line.

(217) 712-2793   
1708 S. Main, Paris

We work on all 
Makes and Models
Domestic • European • Japanese • German

KITCHENS, BATHS & MORE

(765) 832-6003
120 S. Washington St. • Clinton, IN

Take advantage of our FREE estimates and 
design service, sales and installation when 
you purchase everything from hardwoods 

to cabinets. No hidden fees!

KBMKBM

Precision Tires Plus is 
NOW OFFERING Diesel Repairs.
723 E. Crawford St. • Paris, IL

            (217) 463-500(217) 463-500

ALIGNMENTS • AUTO GLASS   
• MECHANICAL REPAIR

For more information about

At Your Service
A Directory of area Businesses

Contact Cliff Macke at 
217-712-0427 or

cliff@prairiepress.net

101 N. Central Ave.

GOPHER POOLSGOPHER POOLS

(217) 463-1083
15624 US HWY 150 • Paris, IL

Offering Pool Openings, Pool Closings, 
Service on Automatic Covers, Heaters, 

Liner Replacements, and Spas.

Above Ground, Inground Pools 
& Spas

www.d-isupply.com 

wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com
wabashvalleyarmory.org

3203 S 7th St  
Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364

A&R Service
“Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”

PARIS, ILLINOIS
Full service contractor, 

electrical, plumbing repairs, 
security cams, computers, 

Wi-Fi help upgrades.
32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 

GOPHER POOLSGOPHER POOLS
Offering Pool Openings, Pool Closings, Service on Automatic Covers, Heaters, 

Liner Replacements, and Spas.

Above Ground, Inground Pools & Spas

Spas
starting at

$3999.99

(217) 463-1083 • 15624 US HWY 150 • Paris, IL

327 N. Central St.  217-466-5511
Parts, Sales & Service

Authorized dealer for 

Gravely Mowers
FREE pick-up & delivery for tune-ups
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results of the referendum to the 
Illinois Department of Reve-
nue, that branch of state gov-
ernment takes over. 

As Voigt understands the 
process, if the certification of 
the vote occurs before May 1, 
the new tax starts July 1 and 
disbursements from the state 
to the county can start by Oc-
tober.

The Department of Revenue 
has projected the new sales tax 
will generate around $1 mil-
lion annually based on what a 
1 percent school facility tax in 
the county has done for the last 
few years. 

Creating the special service 
area will be a more hands-on 
process for board members. If 
it goes through, they must set 
up a bidding process, select a 
provider and provide oversight. 

Perhaps the closest vote of 
the election occurred in neigh-
boring Clark County where the 
City of Marshall had a referen-
dum to permit the sale/man-

ufacture of cannabis. Those 
opposed to the idea barely 
squeaked by with an 11-vote 
margin. The no votes were 498 
compared to 487 who favored 
the idea. Statistically, the issue 
reveals an equally divided opin-
ion. Out of the 1,008 votes cast, 
50.56 percent opposed hav-
ing cannabis sales in Marshall, 
while 49.44 favored the prop-
osition.

There were no local races for 
state’s attorney, circuit clerk, 
coroner and three county 
board seats. A single incum-
bent Republican candidate 
was on the ballot for each of-
fice, and no Democrats ran. 
For state’s attorney Mark Isaf, 
1,658 votes; circuit clerk An-
gie Barrett, 1,990 votes; coro-
ner Scott Barrett, 2,015 votes; 
county board district 1 Derrick 
Lorenzen, 289 votes; coun-
ty board district 2 Jeff Voigt, 
357 votes; and county board 
district 6 Phil Ludington, 235 
votes.

A unique situation exists in 
county board district 7 which 
had neither a Democratic nor 

Republican candidate. The 
seat is currently held by John 
Chittick, who was elected as a 
Republican. 

“I’m going to run, but na-
tionally and statewide I’m em-
barrassed to be associated with 
either party,” said Chittick.

Not running in the primary 
requires Chittick to circulate a 
petition to get his name on the 
November ballot. That peti-
tion will require 60 signatures 
of residents in his district as 
opposed to the six if he had run 
as a Republican in the primary.

Chittick said he will be on 
the ballot as either a Libertari-
an or Independent, whichever 
status creates the least amount 
of work for Edgar County 
Clerk and Recorder August 
Griffin.

“This is all a little bit of un-
charted territory,” said Chit-
tick. “I’ve been working with 
Auggie. The last thing I want to 
do is make it more complicated 
for him or more expensive for 
the county printing ballots. He 
assures me it won’t be a prob-
lem.”

In other election results, Joe 
Biden was the runaway win-
ner among local Democrats 
in the primary for president 
securing 526 votes to Bernie 
Sanders’ 214. The Democrats 
also cast 64 votes among nine 
other candidates on the bal-
lot who had suspended their 
campaigns prior to the Illinois 
primary.

Richard Durbin, the only 
Democratic candidate for sen-
ator, received 703 votes.

Erika Weaver won Edgar 
County in her quest to be the 
Democratic Party nominee to 
run for the U.S. House of Rep-
resentative in the 15th District. 
Weaver polled just over 50 per-
cent with the rest of the votes 
getting split by Kevin Gaither, 
183; Craig Morton, 114; and 
John W. Hursey Jr., 47. Those 
ratios held throughout the dis-
trict and Weaver is the party’s 
nominee for the November 
general election.

On the Republican ticket, 
incumbent President Donald 
Trump took nearly all of the 
votes cast among local GOP 

members. His 2,074 votes 
squashed challenger Roque De 
La Fuente with only 48.

Mark Curran Jr. won Edgar 
County in the crowded field 
for the Republican nomination 
to challenge incumbent Dick 
Durbin for the U.S. Senate. 
Curran got 554 votes; Peggy 
Hubbard, 440; Robert Mar-
shall, 349; and Tom Tarter, 
326. Curran also won state-
wide and will carry the GOP 
banner in November.

Mary Miller was way ahead 
of her opponents with nearly 
70 percent of the votes in the 
contest to select a Republican 
candidate for the 15th District 
Congressional House seat. 
Miller polled 1,432; Darren E. 
Duncan, 259; Chuck Ellington 
253; and Kerry Wolff, 126. 

Miller also won districtwide 
but not by as big a margin. She 
and Weaver will square off in 
November for the Congressio-
nal seat being vacated by Rep. 
John Shimkus, who is retiring.

Darren Bailey was favored 
locally for the 55th Senate Dis-
trict. He got 148 votes to Jef-

frey Fleming’s 74. Only Kansas 
and Grandview townships of 
Edgar County are in the 55th 
Senate District. Bailey also 
trounced Fleming district wide 
by capturing a little more than 
77 percent of the votes.

This is one of those cases 
where the primary usually 
decides the general election. 
There is no Democrat candi-
date, at this time, for the Illi-
nois senate seat being vacated 
by Dale Righter’s retirement.

Brad Halbrook (R-Shel-
byville) was unopposed in 
the Republican primary for 
re-election to the 102nd Illi-
nois House of Representatives 
and received 1,664 votes. The 
Democrats did not have a can-
didate for this seat. 

It was a similar story for 
Chris Miller (R-Oakland) in 
his quest for re-election to the 
110th Illinois House seat. Kan-
sas and Grandview townships 
are in the 110th District and 
Miller received 226 votes from 
residents in those areas. He is 
not facing a Democratic oppo-
nent in November.

this public health crisis.
Todd Maisch, Illinois 

Chamber President and CEO, 
said the chamber had hoped 
the stay-at-home order would 
have been a last resort after 
more time was given to eval-
uate the effectiveness of other 
measures already taken but 
still commended Pritzker for 
exercising his lawful duty and 
constitutional authority to act 
in what the governor believes 
to be the best course for the 
people of Illinois.

“We are calling on our pol-
icymakers to recognize that 
we have both a public health 
crisis and an economic crisis 
in Illinois,” said Maisch. “It has 
been reported that from Mon-
day to Wednesday this week 

64,000 new applications for 
unemployment benefits were 
filed. This is an incredibly im-
portant public health issue that 
requires strong action, but we 
need equally aggressive action 
to ease the economic burden 
that will be carried by all Illi-
noisans in the coming weeks."   

The governor’s order to shel-
ter in place is not a total order 
to remain at home. It recogniz-
es there are legitimate reasons 
to be out such as going to the 
grocery story, refilling or ob-
taining prescription and medi-
cal appointments.

“I’m relieved that people are 
permitted to go to medically 
related appointments,” said 
Jonathan Burns, executive di-
rector of the Human Resourc-
es Center of Edgar and Clark 
Counties.

He added per an executive 

order Medicare, Medicaid and 
other insurers are now required 
to pay for mental health coun-
seling because of the stress 
some people are encountering 
during the uncertainty of the 
COVID-19 crisis.

Burns anticipates an increas-
ing demand for counseling ser-
vices as this situation stretches 
into the coming weeks.

HRC has already taken 
some action to provide for the 
safety of staff and clients. Those 
who have the ability are being 
urged to use telehealth as a way 
to obtain counseling. 

“A large portion of our 
providers are working from 
home,” he said, but not all sit-
uations are applicable to re-
mote counseling. “We are still 
seeing people and people are 
coming in for assessment for 
mental health and substance 

abuse care. We are also trying 
to help community members 
with other services like finding 
food.”

HRC’s commercial laun-
dry and janitorial service 
operations are continuing to 
function, but following a state 
mandate, the people with dis-
abilities normally employed as 
cleaners or at the laundry are 
on leave until the situation is 
safer.

“We are still doing cleaning 
and hospital linens, which is 
essential,” said Burns.

He wants the community 
to know HRC is still open and 
still providing a much needed 
service.

“I don’t want people out 
there working toward a suicide 
and not knowing we are here to 
help,” said Burns.

Pritzker’s executive order 

runs nine pages of detailed 
information about what is and 
is not considered essential 
services. The obvious ones 
are grocery stores, medical 
facilities (including veterinari-
ans), nursing homes and other 
long-term care facilities, phar-
macies, funeral homes and gas 
stations. Restaurants may stay 
open providing they are only 
preparing food for take-out 
delivery or curbside pickup. 
Laundries, laundromats and 
commercial dry cleaners are 
also essential. 

Farming and agricultural 
support businesses are clearly 
defined as essential businesses 
and those engaged in such ac-
tivity are exempted for the stay 
at home order, providing they 
are engaged in work related ac-
tivities. 

Some construction and 

building trades and manufac-
turing is also essential. News 
media is an essential service.

What is not essential are fit-
ness and exercise gyms, spas, 
salons, barber shops, tattoo 
parlors and entertainment fa-
cilities. 

All travel is prohibited except 
to obtain essential services, 
deliver essential services or to 
report to work at a place pro-
viding essential service. 

People may leave their 
homes for walking exercise 
while maintaining a safe dis-
tance of six feet from other 
walkers or those they might en-
counter while outside.

A full PDF of the governors 
COVID-19 Executive Order 
No. 8 is on The Prairie Press 
website.

(Gary Henry of The Prairie 
Press contributed to this story.)
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For years, nutritionists and cookbook 
writers have advised Americans to keep 
a stocked pantry and to cook and eat 
together. It’s better for 
our health. It’s better 
for our relationships. 
There are even apps 
that will help you do a 
lot of the planning.  

And yet, we’ve stub-
bornly refused. 

There’s no time like 
the present as many of 
us are self-quarantining 
in our homes — espe-
cially now that you can 
order your groceries for pickup. 

Cooking from the pantry is an excel-
lent way to get meals on the table when 
time is short and you can’t get to the 
store, when dinner ideas have dwindled 
or if an unexpected supper has to be 
whipped together.

The pantry was so important to my 
husband that when we renovated our 
Savannah home, he converted a bath-
room just off the kitchen to a big pantry. 
It was always stocked.

PASTA
Pasta is a great building block for de-

licious dinners. Spaghetti and meatballs 
is always one option but there are other 
avenues to explore:
nShort pastas, such as bow ties or 

corkscrews, are great for whipping up 
skillet dishes or adding to soups. 
nIf you have orzo on hand, serve it as 

a side dish anytime rice is called for, or 
toss cooked orzo with an assortment of 
fresh vegetables like cucumber, toma-
toes, bell pepper, etc. along with your 
favorite vinaigrette and canned tuna, 
chicken or leftover roast pork or beef for 
a new take on pasta salad.
nHere’s a flavor tip: If a recipe calls 

for cooked, drained pasta, try boiling it 
in broth instead of water.
nEgg noodles are the ultimate 

speedy side dish. After cooking and 
draining, toss hot noodles with a table-
spoon or two of olive oil or butter, some 
Parmesan cheese and chopped fresh 
herbs for a side that goes with anything. 
Or, add frozen mixed vegetables to the 
noodle water during the last minute or 
two of cooking, drain then toss every-
thing with canned chicken or tuna and 
a touch of Parmesan for a quick dinner. 
Egg noodles are also a must-have 
ingredient for family-favorite casseroles 
and skillets.

GRAINS AND RICE
Make a place in the pantry for an 

assortment of grains and rice. Here are a 
few ways to use them:
nGot five minutes? Then you have 

time to make couscous. It’s a great side 
dish for saucy stews and cooks up faster 
than, say, mashed potatoes. For deeper 
flavor, make it with broth instead of 
water.
nPolenta is a great substitute for pas-

ta and cooks fairly quickly. Serve it the 
next time you have leftover pot roast. 
Polenta is also delicious for breakfast 
as a hot cereal with fresh or dried fruit, 
nuts and milk.
nRice — white, brown or instant — 

always comes in handy for serving with 
stir-fries, building a skillet dinner or for 
making risotto. For more adventure-
some eaters, quinoa and bulgur make 
unique, nutritious alternatives for side 
dishes — and are terrific foundations 
for grain salads.

BEANS AND LEGUMES
With a few cans of beans and a bag of 

lentils at your fingertips, you have sever-
al delicious, quick-cooking options.

nCanned beans give you an automat-
ic head start on great soup or chili. You’ll 
also be glad you have them for quesa-
dillas, skillets and impromptu salads. 
Just toss drained, rinsed black or kidney 
beans with vegetables you have on hand 
— bell pepper, scallions, tomatoes, etc. 
— fresh herbs like parsley or cilantro 
and a squeeze of lime juice. 
nCombine white beans— cannel-

lini, navy, Great Northern, etc. — with 
drained tuna, tomatoes, herbs (basil is 
great) and some olive oil then toss with 
cooked pasta.
nUnexpected guests drop in? Make 

a quick, delicious dip for snacking on 
using black beans or chickpeas.
nBrown lentils are a wonderful ad-

dition to soup or stew and, when paired 
with rice, make a great-tasting side dish. 
For a super-quick and different side 
dish, toss cooked, drained lentils while 
warm with any prepared vinaigrette you 
have on hand — or lemon juice and 
olive oil — a handful of chopped fresh 
parsley (or another favorite herb) and 
sprinkle with crumbled feta cheese.

STAPLES
Staples like canned and jarred ingre-

dients are the hub of any pantry, and 
you’ll find yourself turning to them for 
all kinds of cooking situations.
nStock & Broth: A container or two 

of chicken or beef stock or broth is in-
dispensable for making soups and stews, 
but it’s also great for using as a base for a 
quick pan sauce for sautéed meats. Sim-
ply brown steak, chicken, fish or pork 
chops in a skillet, remove them from the 
pan then pour a ½ cup or so of stock or 
broth into the skillet, scraping up the 
browned bits on the bottom. Return the 
meat to the pan, simmer it in the sauce 
until cooked through then finish the 

In the short history of 
quantum mechanics, we have 
already forgotten about one 
of the giants. 

It was on March 21, 1925, 
that 24-year-old Wolfgang 
Pauli published an article in 
“Zeitschrift fur Physik” that 
became known as the Pauli’s 
Exclusion Principal. He is 
already being lost to history. 
During this year’s Scholastic 
Bowl season it came up in 
four matches for Shiloh, but 
only one time did either team 
give an answer regarding 
this cornerstone of quantum 
mechanics.

Born in Vienna at the turn 
of the 20th century and the 
son of a chemist, Pauli attend-
ed the local school system. 
Unlike most other students he 
carried on conversations with 
scientists who were family 
friends and began his lifelong 
correspondence with the 
greatest thinkers of his era. 

Throughout his career he 
preferred to discuss ideas in 
letters and only published a 
few articles. He left a vast but 
never dull legacy of corre-
spondence. 

Pauli typified the image of 
a quirky, asocial scientist. He 
was a math and science prod-
igy. While still in high school, 
he read and taught himself the 
then new theory of relativity. 
As a high school senior he 
wrote a paper on the subject 

and received glowing recogni-
tion for his insight and ability 
to simplify the concepts from 
Einstein himself.

After finishing public 
school, at 18, Pauli enrolled 
in the University of Munich  
where he immersed himself 
in the most advanced physics 
of the day. He devoured 
the Bohr-Sommerfeld 
initial quantum theory and 
soon opened doors with 
his insights. He completed 
his bachelors, masters and 
doctorate in three years 
distinguishing himself not 
only for his brilliance but also 
for his rigor and impertinent 
witticisms. 

Pauli worked as an assistant 
to Max Born and then assisted 
Wilhel Lenz. He returned to 
Hamburg in 1924 to com-
plete a post doctorate, and 
broke open a new principal 
of quantum mechanics which 
propelled quantum mechanics 
to become the universal of the 
universe, all in his first year

He solved difficulties in 
the theory of atomic spectra 
by the introduction of a new 
quantum number, later called 
spin. The classic model of an 
atom as little particles with 
fixed positions orbiting like 
planets did not work. Any 
explanation had to be based 
on quantum states or wave 
models. 

It became the quantum 

view of all matter and energy. 
His new principal was known 
as the exclusion principal 

and became 
the founda-
tion of the 
Fermi-Dirac 
statistics 
forming 
the base of 
quantum 
chemistry. 
Pauli’s work 
completely 
quantified 
the periodic 

table arrangement.  
In true Pauli fashion, he did 

not publish but first shared 
the work in his correspon-
dence. He couldn’t resist a 
flair for the colorful.

In a letter to Bohr, he stated 
as a commandment; “It shall 
be forbidden for more than 
one electron in the same atom 
to have the same values of all 
quantum numbers.”  He was 
24, and the next year it was 
published in science journals

Pauli was an eccentric 
character even in his self-per-
ception. As crazy as it sounds 
the Pauli Curse was believed 
in his circle of peers.

He had a reputation of 
destroying experiments just 
by being in the lab, with 
things going awry. Solutions 
contaminated, data lost and 
in one instance a complex 
experiment failed in a lab near 

the station where he was just 
changing trains. He believed 
he carried bad luck. 

Pauli and his field of study 
are predisposed to metaphysi-
cal philosophy. They dedicate 
their life to abstract concepts 
of identity, time and space. 
Thinking outside physical 
norms is what they do.

Science was making 
progress understanding the 
atom in the early 1920s. 
Much of the work was based 
on analyzing light emitted 
when the atoms of a gas glow 
like a neon sign or fluorescent 
light. Using a prism to spread 
the light out into individual 
waves the spectrum gives 
precise energy levels for each 
wavelength. 

Light is emitted from 
electrons being excited and 
jumping up or down in ener-
gy orbits around the nucleus. 
They saw electrons only orbit 
the nucleus in specific energy 
levels because it always had 
the same limited wavelengths 
for the same element.

They were building mathe-
matical models to account for 
the energy levels using three 
variables called quantum 
numbers. These are labeled n, 
l and m.

The main number of the 
formula is n, which describes 
the shell or orbit distance. A 
number of 1, 2, 3 describes 
the orbit distance from the 

nucleus or shell. Next comes 
“l” of the subshell. The sub-
shell is the shape of electron 
orbital around the nucleus. 
The lowest value of 0 is a 
sphere, followed by the set -1, 
0 1 or “p” orbitals each being 
a figure-eight shape in the X, 
Y, or Z direction. Together 
they add to a sphere. From 
there, the shapes get more 
complex. Third is the “m” 
or magnetic value quantum 
number. Different orienta-
tions of the shapes for an elec-
tron orbital generate different 
magnetic field directions.

In classical physics, matter 
is made of hard objects but at 
the quantum level matter is 
best viewed as a wave. Waves 
like sound or light can pass 
through each other and thus 
be in the same place at the 
same time. 

When they were solving 
electron orbits as waves there 
were some observations violat-
ing superposition of electron 
waves on top of each other. 
Pauli solved the problem by 
adding the fourth quantum 
number he called spin. The 
electrons have specific orien-
tation as they move around 
the nucleus in orbitals but all 
have a spin as they orbit (for 
simplicity think clockwise v. 
counterclockwise). 

It is possible to complete-
ly describe an electron in 
space using four quantum 

numbers labeled n, l, m, and 
spin. These are the solutions 
to the soon to be developed 
Schrodinger Wave Equa-
tion. It gives a probability of 
finding the electron at any 
point in space around the 
nucleus. Electrons do pass 
through each other at any 
point in time they have to 
exist with precise energy and 
probability. 

No two can have the same 
exact energy configuration 
of quantum numbers at the 
same time. This is the Pauli 
Exclusion Principal. It ex-
panded Quantum Mechanics 
to a universal view. 

While working to explain 
the precise energy levels and 
beta decay, Pauli was the first 
to postulate the existence of 
another fundamental particle. 
This was the neutrino. It was 
not until two years before his 
death in 1958 that was ex-
perimentally confirmed. On 
receiving the news, Pauli sent 
a telegram stating "Thanks for 
message. Everything comes to 
him who knows how to wait. 
Pauli."

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

Foundations of quantum mechanics rest on Wolfgang Pauli’s shoulders
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STOCKING THE PANTRY GIVES FAMILIES A BACKUP PLAN

Special to The Prairie Press

Food insecurity can occur to anyone at any time, whether due to a job loss or extreme weather conditions. Don’t be caught 
without food for your family. Plan now and create a well-stocked pantry to provide food security year round — with or without 
a garden.

Know the pantry essentials

NANCY
ZEMAN
LIVING IN  
EDGAR COUNTY

See PANTRY, Page 9B

(Editor’s note: Due to a 
production error last week, 
only part of this column was 
printed. It 
is being re-
printed in 
its entirety 
this week.)

Some 
men are 
deserv-
edly hen-
pecked. 
They can’t 
manage a 
budget or demonstrate an 
ounce of common sense. 
A take-charge wife is a 
welcome blessing. There 
are some women, however, 
who overdo it.

Wid was an unusual 
guy. He’s the only guy I 
ever knew with the name 
of Wid, for one thing. For 
another, he was the most 
henpecked fellow in town, 
and everybody talked about 
it. Wherever we saw him, 
his wife was nearly always 
holding his hand.  

She was a constant 
companion who controlled 
his behavior like a robot. If 
she said Frog, he jumped. 
In fact, several guys called 
him Frog behind his back. 
Did he hold a job working 
for someone outside the 
home? Heck no. They joint-
ly owned an antique shop. 
She bossed. He said, “Yes, 
ma’am.”

They formed an inter-
esting couple. Both were 
small in size. Always neatly 
dressed. Always courteous 
to others. Usually courte-
ous to each other. She often 
corrected him in mid-sen-
tence.  

Occasionally, he dared 
argue. He was soft spoken, 
afraid to raise his voice. She 
could be loud, if necessary. 
Even vulgar if angry. Cuss 
words effectively and quick-
ly ended their disagree-
ments. Wid smoldered and 
mumbled, but she won 
every argument.

Wid was very likeable, 
much appreciated by most 
guys, especially fellow 
church members. At one 
time or another they invited 
him to join men’s groups. 
He always expressed inter-
est, but changed his mind 
once Ruthie found out and 
squelched the idea. The 
men invited him to join 
their bowling team, their 
Bible study group, a break-
fast club, jogging group in 
the summer months and so 
forth – something different 
every year, but Wid always 

Wid, the 
henpecked 
husband   

See CODGER, Page 2B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

I remember learning 
the meaning of the word 
“pandemic” when I was a 
medical 
student, 
but I never 
thought I 
would use 
it, not in 
my time 
and world. 
Yet here 
we are.

Nev-
ertheless, 
life feels 
under control at work. Our 
hospital facility and staff are 
built for this.

But when I drove to 
school last week to pick up 
my two children, I couldn’t 
control the gush of feelings 
in my gut. I know corona-
virus does not make small 
children very sick, but 
what if mine are the first? 
Everything changes from a 
mother’s eye.

On the way home, I re-
solved to apply some of my 
work protocols to protect 
my family. Some of the 
same strategies that work in 
the high-risk environment 
of the hospital can work 
at home — a much safer, 
controlled place.

So here is what I did: I 
called an in-home strategic 
planning meeting, a phrase 
my 6- and 9-year-old didn’t 
understand but liked 
because they thought it 
sounded important.

Once I had their 
attention, I announced 
some new rules, beginning 
immediately:

Remember that 
three-second rule — if 
your food falls on the 
ground, you have three sec-
onds to pick it up and eat 
it? Overruled, don’t touch 
anything that drops on the 
floor, and call an adult to 
clean it up.

About touching every-
thing when we are in public 
places? Although most 
germs are good for the 
immune system, not this 
germ. From now on, I want 
their hands to themselves. 
(We had a good laugh 
about this one because it 
reminded them of what 
their aunt says to her 
2-year-old who hits other 
children.)

This rule might hurt, 
but as for playdates, we 
cannot have any more than 
one guest at the same time 
in the house — and the 
parents will have to discuss 

What to 
tell your 
children

MAHBOOBEH
MAHDAVINIA
GUEST
COLUMN

See GUEST, Page 9B
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Fri 03/27:
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Wed 03/25
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Gail Anderson celebrating 90th birthday, March 28
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Former Paris resident Gail 
Anderson is celebrating her 

90th birthday on March 28. 
The family had planned a 

public celebration but that is on 
hold because of the COVID-19 
outbreak. Instead birthday 
greetings may be sent to her at: 
Cobblestone Crossings, 1850 
E. Howard Wayne Drive, Terre 
Haute, IN 47802. Her phone 
number is 812-645-0429.  

Anderson was born at Com-
frey, Minnesota, the daughter 
of Lilliam and Arthur Quarn-
strom. After high school, she 
moved to Minneapolis where 
she graduated from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota.  

She was enjoying single life, 
employed as an interior design-
er, when she met Jerry Ander-
son. They married and settled 
in Minneapolis. In 1959, the 
couple welcomed son Tom, 
followed by daughter Laurie in 
1960 and son John in 1964.  

The family moved to 414 
West Court Street in Paris in 
1996 and that became the 
family home for the next 27 
years. In addition, to being a 
busy homemaker, raising three 
children and providing home-
cooked meals three times a 
day for a family of five, Ander-

son was an active member and 
Sunday school teacher at Grace 
Lutheran Church, a dedicat-
ed volunteer for Community 
Concerts, Crisis Pregnancy 
Center, Clothing Ministry and 
Paris Community Hospital.  

When not volunteering, 
Anderson enjoyed traveling, 
visiting family and friends 
throughout the United States 
but primarily California, to es-
cape Illinois winters, as well as 
exotic trips to Thailand, Swe-
den and Russia.  

In 2015, Anderson moved to 
Terre Haute, Indiana.    

NAL VOLUNTEERS, SUPPORTS PARIS VFW

Special to The Prairie Press

Guest servers from North American Lighting (NAL) worked the bar March 6 at the Paris Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post. The guest servers earned $244 in tips which were donated to the VFW. Left 
to right: VFW Commander Steven Spencer; Nolan Longest, NAL Corporate Compliance Manager; 
Amanda Martin, NAL Assistant General Manager of Corporate HR; and Ryan Kraemer, NAL Man-
ager of Cost Engineering. Other NAL employees helping at the event, but not pictured, were Levi 
Ray, Nick Henson and Brian Bradley.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met 
Thursday, March 12, with 
10 members attending the 
meeting. 

Club members recog-
nized were: Coralie Smit-
tkamp and Sandy Randall, 
tied as TOPS best losers; 
Sue Bennett, KOPS best 
loser; Ruth Ann Knight, 
best walker and winner of 
the walking drawing; and 
Sandy Randall won the food 
chart drawing. 

Members walked 17 
miles during the prior week.   

 The program was a 
group discussion on staying 
healthy during the corona-
virus pandemic. Due to the 
virus outbreak, the club has 
canceled meetings for the 
next four weeks.  

Under normal circum-
stances, TOPS #IL 1563 
meets every Thursday 
morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
with weigh-ins beginning at 
8 a.m. and the meeting start-
ing at 9 a.m. Visitors and 
new members are always 
welcome and more infor-
mation is available by calling 
251-5190.

TOPS calls 
a hiatus

apologized and backed out.
One year, however, they in-

vited him to accompany them 
on a bus trip to Chicago to 
attend a Cubs’ baseball game 
at Wrigley Field. They failed 
to mention no women were 
going. Surprisingly, Ruthie 
voiced her approval, but said 
she’d enjoy seeing Chicago.  

Once at the stadium, she 
drove the guys crazy with a 
thousand questions. She knew 
as much about baseball as 
she did a Chinese dictionary. 
“What’s a shortstop? How can 
a batter reach third base if he 
doesn’t hit a triple? What’s a 
bullpen? What purpose? How 
come both teams don’t share 

the same one? Why did the 
Cubs lose?” That’s just a few 
samples. 

Wid said very little, looking 
bored all afternoon. Fortu-
nately, Ruthie grew tired from 
her intensive mouth exercise. 
She slept all the way home on 
the bus. Wid slipped to the 
back and happily joined some 
buddies in a poker game.  

Unlike most of the men 
who said they enjoyed the 
game but hated the long 
bus ride home, Wid said the 
game was a waste of time, but 
the return bus trip was most 
enjoyable.

Wid and Ruthie spent their 
last years together in a cozy re-
tirement home. He lived to be 
90, maintaining good health 
until the end. He kneeled in 
congregational prayer at a 
church service one Sunday. 
When the prayer ended, 
everyone rose to resume their 
seated position. Everyone 
except Wid. He had passed 
away with heart failure. Ruthie 
lasted another decade.

A violinist played a beautiful 
rendition of “Peace in the Val-
ley” at Wid’s funeral service. 
His brother Raymond said at 

graveside, “We miss Wid and 
will never forget him, but he is 
now enjoying peace and tran-
quility with deep appreciation, 
more than we can understand.”

Poor ol’ Wid. I often think 
of him and feel sorrow for 
his long life as a henpecked 
husband. What a shame.  

Regarding my life, I’ve 
always been proud of my 
marriage. My fiancée and I 
discussed the roles of husband 
and wife and agreed to share 
decision-making long before 
we said our vows. We agreed 
she could make all the small 
decisions throughout our joint 
years. I could make all the 
major ones.  

I can honestly say our 
marriage has been ideal. No 
quarrels or fights during our 
52 years of bliss. She’s never 
complained about handling 
all the small decisions. And 
I’ve never complained because 
we’ve never experienced any 
situation that called for a major 
decision. Isn’t that wonderful?

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

CODGER
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris High School 
ACES (Academic Challenge 
for Engineering and Sciences) 
team competed in the March 
12 Academic Challenge sec-
tional held at Eastern Illinois 
University, Charleston. 

Academic Challenge is a 
competition for high school 
students throughout Illinois 
and Missouri run by East-
ern Illinois University. Each 
student tests in two subjects 
chosen from biology, chem-
istry, computer science, en-
gineering graphics, English, 
math and physics. The tests 
are designed to be challeng-
ing and cover material typi-
cally learned in high school 
and first year college courses. 
Based on their scores, stu-
dents can advance as individ-
uals and/or as a team within 
divisions. Paris competes in 
Division 700 for schools with 
enrollments from 301 to 700.

Team scores are calculated 
for each category by adding 
the team's top two scores in 
that category. Within each 
division, the team with the 
highest score in a category 
earns 100 points in that cat-
egory. Teams must count 
scores in chemistry, English 
and math, and their top two 
scores in other categories. 

Paris finished in third place 
with 438 out of a possible 500 
points, earning a spot in the 

state competition, which was 
originally scheduled for April 
21. As of now, the date and 
format are unknown, but EIU 
is working on a way for the 
state competition to occur re-
motely or online.

In addition to team scores, 
ndividual awards were given 
for the top three scores in each 
category in a division. Four 
Paris students earned med-
als: Drew Cearlock, first in 
biology; Karson Martin, first 
in computer science; Adam 
Creech, third in computer sci-
ence; and Lizzie Rouse, third 
in engineering graphics 

Cearlock is the only student 
who was a member of both 
the 2018 and 2020 state-qual-
fiying teams. He also qualified 
for state as an individual in 
2019, making him the second 

three-time state qualifier in 
PHS history.

The Academic Challenge 
team is chosen and assisted by 
faculty advisors in each cate-
gory. The 2020 advisors were: 
Stefan Aydt, math and com-
puter science; Brett Block, 
chemistry; Doug Happ, phys-
ics; Jody Smith, engineering 
graphics; Jordan Stallings, 
English; and Jami Wilson, bi-
ology.

WYSE team members for 
the 2020 sectional as chosen 
by the faculty were seniors: 
Cearlock, Martin, Rouse, and 
Matthew Brouwer, Dustin 
Creech, Nathan Minnis and 
Mallory Pine; and juniors: 
Justyn Allen, Payton Block, 
Adam Creech, Kelsie Dosch, 
Raymond Lin, Richard Lin 
and Emma Pinkston.

Paris ACES team takes third in competition

Special to The Prairie Press
The Paris High School ACES (Academic Challenge for Engineer-
ing and Sciences) team took third place in the March 12 compe-
tition at Eastern Illinois University. The event took place before 
the state closed schools to combat the spread of COVID-19. It 
is not certain if, or how, state level competition will occur. Team 
members left to right are: Payton Block, Richard Lin, Mallory 
Pine, Lizzie Rouse, Kelsie Dosch, Matthew Brouwer, Justyn Allen, 
Dustin Creech, Karson Martin, Drew Cearlock, Raymond Lin, 
Adam Creech, Nathan Minnis and Emma Pinkston.

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD
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ATTENTION    ATTENTION     ATTENTIONATTENTION    ATTENTION     ATTENTION
Beginning Thursday, March 19, Pearmans Pharmacy will be offering drive-thru, curbside delivery, or home delivery. The staff will be on 

hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. by telephone or at the drive-thru. Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.
For those who may need fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., 

please call the store for a screening.
Walk-ins at the Paris Clinic Pharmacy will not be available beginning

 Thursday, March 19. The pharmacy will offer delivery and curbside pick-up.
 Call 465-4114 for orders or questions. Curbside pickup will be on the west side

 of the hospital. The doors will be locked but the pharmacy has
 received permission to bring orders to customers.
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On April 17, 1957, Maurice 
Hilleman realized a pandemic 
was on its way to the United 
States. 

That day, The New York 
Times reported on a large 
influenza outbreak in Hong 
Kong. One detail in particular 
caught the doctor’s eye: in the 
long waiting lines for clinics, 
the paper said, “women car-
ried glassy-eyed children tied 
to their backs.” He quickly 
got to work, putting out the 
word that there was a pan-
demic coming and pushing to 
develop a vaccine by the time 
school started again in the fall.

The first case of the pan-
demic had appeared in the 
Guizhou Province of south-
western China in February 
1957. By the time Hilleman 

read about it in April, the 
Times reported that an esti-
mated 250,000 Hong Kong 
residents — or 10 percent 
of the region’s population — 
were receiving treatment for 
it.

“We all missed it,” he lat-
er recalled for The Vaccine 
Makers Project. “The mili-
tary missed it, and the World 
Health Organization missed 
it.”

The day after reading the 
story, he sent a cable to an 
Army Medical General Labo-
ratory in Zama, Japan, asking 
the staff to investigate what 
was going on in Hong Kong. 
A medical officer identified 
a member of the U.S. Navy 
who’d become infected in 
Hong Kong. He sent the ser-
viceman’s saliva back to Hille-
man in the United States so he 

could study the virus.
As the chief of respiratory 

diseases at the Walter Reed 
Army Institute of Research in 
Washington, D.C., Hilleman, 
“had access to large numbers 
of serum obtained from peo-
ple at various ages through 
previous years and decades,” 
says pediatrician Paul A. Of-
fit, who serves as director of 
the Vaccine Education Center 
at the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia and is the author 
of “Vaccinated: One Man's 
Quest to Defeat the World's 
Deadliest Diseases.”

In his work at Walter Reed, 
Hilleman had made the criti-
cal observation that the two 
key proteins in the flu virus 
— hemagglutinin and neur-
aminidase — undergo slight 
changes, or “drift,” between 
seasons  — this insight helped 

him predict the need for year-
ly flu vaccinations. 

By comparing the Navy 
serviceman’s virus against 
previous flu viruses, “what 
he found was that there was 
this dramatic shift,” Offit says. 
“Both those proteins were 
completely different from 
what they had been previous-
ly. They hadn’t just drifted, 
they’d shifted.” This new virus 
was a completely different 
strain of the flu.

Hilleman couldn’t find 
any evidence of population 
immunity to this new strain, 
so he sent the virus to other 
health organizations to con-
firm his findings. These orga-
nizations found that the only 
people who had antibodies to 
the virus were a small group 
in their 70s and 80s who had 
survived the “Russian flu” 

pandemic in 1889 and 1890.
With this knowledge, Hille-

man put out press releases an-
nouncing a new flu pandemic 
had arrived, and would reach 
the United States by Septem-
ber 1957. Though he met 
some resistance, he success-
fully convinced companies to 
begin working on flu vaccines 
to have ready by then. Fertil-
ized chicken eggs would be 
necessary for this production, 
so he told the companies to 
remind farmers not to kill 
their roosters at the end of 
hatching season.

Making a vaccine for a new 
flu strain is very different 
from making a vaccine for 
something completely new 
like COVID-19, the novel 
coronavirus that emerged in 
2019. Doctors and scientists 

Fighting flu and the clock
How keen observation and quick action stopped the 1957 flu pandemic early in its path

See HILLEMAN, Page 4B
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One of the best ways to 
prevent the spread of the flu 
and other viruses is to wash 
your hands. 

Today, this may seem like 
common sense to many 
people — even if they 
don’t all do it properly. Yet 
it wasn’t until the mid-19th 
century that some doctors 
in the United States and 
Europe began to wash their 
hands before examining 
patients — and even then, 
only in certain cases.

An early proponent of 
hand washing was Ignaz 
Semmelweis, a Hungarian 
doctor who worked at the 
Vienna General Hospital 
between 1844 and 1848. 
The hospital was one of 
the largest in the world for 
teaching and its maternity 
wing was so big that it was 
divided into two wards: 
one for doctors and their 
students and one for mid-
wives and their students.

Yet there was a stark 
disparity between these 
wards.

Between 1840 and 1846, 
the maternal mortality rate 
for the midwives’ ward was 
36.2 per 1000 births, while 
the mortality rate for the 
doctors’ ward was 98.4 per 
1000 births, according to 
a 2013 article in the Jour-
nal of the Royal Society of 
Medicine. Specifically, the 
doctors’ ward had a higher 
rate of childbed fever, now 
known as streptococcal in-
fection. Semmelweis start-
ed to look for any differenc-
es between the wards.

One difference was that 
in the doctors’ division, 
a priest regularly passed 
through and rang a bell as a 
last sacrament to the dying 
women, explained Dana 
Tulodziecki, a philosophy 
professor at Purdue Univer-
sity who has written about 
Semmelweis in the journal 
Philosophy of Science. 

Semmelweis wondered if 
women were dying because 
of, “the psychological terror 
of hearing the bell — so 
even if you’re not actually 
dying, you just hear the bell, 
you know it could be your 
time.” 

Semmelweis rerouted the 
priest, but it made no differ-
ence.

Then in 1847, the death 
of Semmelweis’ colleague 
Jakob Kolletschka led him 
to a breakthrough. Kollet-
schka had cut his finger 
on a scalpel during an au-
topsy and developed an 
infection that killed him. 
Semmelweis wondered 
whether a similar type of 
infection could be hap-
pening in the doctors’ ma-
ternity ward.

Semmelweis realized 
that — unlike the hospital’s 
midwives — doctors some-
times examined women in 
the maternity ward after 
performing autopsies. In 
the absence of germ theory, 
Semmelweis theorized Kol-
letschka had died because 
cadaveric matter entered his 
body through his wound. 
Women in the doctors’ 
ward might also be dying 
because cadaveric matter 
from doctors’ hands was en-
tering their body.

Although this was incor-
rect, Semmelweis’ response 

Hand 
washing 
poo-pooed 
for years

PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN SHORTLY BEFORE DISASTER

Special to The Prairie Press/Library of Congress

The ill-fated Sultana in Helena, Ark., just before it exploded on April 27, 1865, with about 2,500 people aboard. Most were 
Union soldiers, newly released from Confederate prison camps. The ship’s maximum capacity was 376. 

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

The 1912 sinking of the Titanic is 
one of the most famous shipwrecks in 
the world, depicted on stage and screen 
while capturing the imagination of wist-
ful Americans for its luxurious grandeur. 
Of course, the hundreds of low-fare pas-
sengers down below in steerage would 
have told a different story. 

Ask most Americans, and they will 
tell you that the Titanic is the deadliest 
maritime disaster in our history. And 
they would be wrong. 

The fiery loss of the Sultana, a badly 
overcrowded steamboat on the Missis-
sippi that exploded on April 27, 1865, 
cost over 1,700 lives – exceeding the 
1,517 lost on the Titanic. Incredibly, the 
Sultana disaster received remarkably lit-
tle press, then or now.

Many of the Sultana victims had sur-
vived prison camps during the Civil 
War — including the horrors of Ander-
sonville. But they never made it home 
because officers may have chosen kick-
backs over the safety of the men.

Built in 1863 in Cincinnati, the Sulta-
na was a four-deck wooden steamboat 
measuring 260 feet long by 42 feet wide 
and weighed 1,719 tons with 34-foot 
paddlewheels. Designed to carry a max-
imum of 376 people including a crew of 
85, the Sultana also frequently hauled 
cargo, and was a fixture up and down the 
river. One photo of the St. Louis river-
front in 1864 shows a crowd of steam-
boats, including the Sultana. 

As the Civil War concluded, soldiers 
were anxious to return home by any 
means possible. Transport companies 
were only too willing to oblige.

The government paid $5 per enlisted 
man and $10 per officer for transport 
home — heady sums for the day. Seedy 

ship captains sometimes kicked back 
$1.15 to unscrupulous army personnel, 
so plenty of money was changing hands 
at the expense of homesick men.

The captain and master of the Sulta-
na, J. Cass Mason, wanted a piece of this 
lucrative trade, and had good reason. Fi-
nancially strapped, he had sold most of 
his interest in the boat to his first clerk, 
and other buyers. 

Mason dealt with some of the Army 
officers at Vicksburg, including Lt. Col. 
Reuben B. Hatch, whose brother, Ozias, 
had been Illinois Secretary of State and a 
close supporter of Abraham Lincoln. 

Now the quartermaster of the Depart-
ment of Mississippi, Hatch had been ac-
cused of taking bribes in a similar role at 
Cairo earlier in the war, but never faced 
a court-martial because his well-con-
nected friends had appealed to Lincoln, 
arguing his innocence. 

Lincoln appointed a civil commis-
sion to investigate, but two of the three 
men in the group were from Illinois. Not 
surprisingly, Hatch was cleared, though 
a separate commission in 1865 in New 
Orleans had found him totally unfit for 
another quartermaster position. But 10 
days later, Hatch landed his position in 
the Department of Mississippi.

Heading the actual duties of prisoner 
exchange at Vicksburg was Capt. George 
Augustus Williams, who had been dis-
missed as provost-marshal at Memphis 
in 1864 for, “excessive cruelty to prison-
ers and gross neglect of duty.” 

Williams was saved when Ulysses S. 
Grant stepped in. When he was absent 
from Vicksburg, as was the case for part 
of April 1865, Capt. Frederic Speed 
filled his place. 

Various exchanges followed between 

Sultana: U.S.’s deadliest shipwreck

Special to The Prairie Press

In 1865 the steamboat Sultana exploded on the Mississippi River, killing 1,700 peo-
ple. Historians believe unscrupulous officials and the steamer’s desperate captain 
caused the disaster by dangerously overloading the ship for profit.

See SULTANA, Page 4B

Boy, I am looking 
forward to spring this year 
more than ever. We can 
see a few 
signs that 
it is slowly 
creeping 
up on 
us, but 
wouldn’t 
it be great 
if spring 
would 
bust out all 
over. 

Nature 
is signaling that spring 
can’t be far away because 
the birds and other critters 
are starting their rituals of 
renewal. Geese are pairing 
up, birds are hunting for 
material to build nests and 
our squirrels are going nuts 
stealing the corn out of our 
feeders to take to their lit-
tle ones. The schools have 
officially taken a liking to a 
real long spring break so I 
hope that means spring is 
not far away. 

The weather keeps 
trying to fool us by its cold 
and warm spells, but some 
of the flowers are trying 
to spring up. I think we 
could all use a good dose 
of sunshine and consistent 
warmer weather. It wasn’t 
supposed to snow and 
sleet for the Young Farm-
ers sale, but it did.

I think especially this 
year we need spring 
because of a new flu bug 
that has been worrying us 
unduly, and we are unsure 
of what to do. Yes, we need 
to do some of the things 
that our leaders propose, 
but we don’t need to be 
completely foolish about 
it. 

We must get back to 
a better outlook for the 
future and just because it 
may be right to close some 
schools in some places and 
eating establishments I 
believe it would be wise to 
not stop everything, every-
where. I am not going to 
tell everybody the best way 
to wash their hands and 
how far to stay away from 
each other. I keep hearing 
that about 200 times each 

Looking 
forward 
to spring

See STANLEY, Page 4BSee WASHING, Page 4B
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first developed viable flu 
vaccines in the 1940s, so 
they were not starting from 
scratch when they went to 
work on the 1957 flu vaccine. 
Still, Hilleman bypassed reg-
ulatory agencies in his efforts 
to push the vaccine forward 
because he worried those 
agencies would slow the pro-
cess down.

When the new flu strain 
hit the United States in Sep-
tember, just as Hilleman had 
predicted it would, the coun-
try was ready with a vaccine. 

HILLEMAN
FROM PAGE 3B

to his theory was pretty good. 
He started mandating that 
doctors wash their hands with 
chlorinated lime after autop-
sies. And it was a big improve-
ment — between 1848 and 
1859, the maternal mortal-
ity rate in the doctors’ ward 
dropped to around the same 
level as the midwives’ ward.

After this, the story becomes 
a little controversial. 

Previous scholars have ar-
gued Semmelweis tried to con-
vince other hospitals to adopt 
his policies. They refused. Tu-
lodziecki says the real story is 
more complicated. 

Yes, “doctors weren’t pleased 
that Semmelweis essentially 
implied that they were respon-
sible for killing all these wom-
en,” she noted. Yet “it’s also true 
that when he finally did pub-
lish the etiology of childbed fe-
ver, it wasn’t very well-written; 
it’s kind of rambling in parts. 
He was also a really stubborn 
person, very dogmatic.” As she 
says, "Overall, he could have 
made his arguments better." 

Semmelweis insisted all 
childbed fever was caused by 
cadaveric matter or decompos-
ing animal matter, which didn’t 
make any sense. Childbed 
fever was a very old infection 
that appeared in home births 
as well as the midwives’ ward 
at Vienna General Hospital, 
where cadaveric or decom-
posing animal matter wasn’t 
a factor. Making sure doctors 
washed their hands after au-
topsies was one way to reduce 
childbed fever, but Semmel-
weis alienated his colleagues 
by insisting it was the only way 
— which didn't seem likely to 

them.
In any case, Semmelweis 

wasn’t the only doctor in the 
mid-19th century to realize 
medical professionals’ own 
hygiene might have some ef-
fect on their patients. In 1843, 
the American doctor Oliver 
Wendell Holmes published 
a paper arguing doctors with 
dirty hands could cause child-
bed fever in their patients. The 
British nurse Florence Night-
ingale, considered the founder 
of modern nursing, wrote in 
her 1860 publication Notes 
on Nursing that “Every nurse 
ought to be careful to wash her 
hands very frequently during 
the day.”

Still, the importance of hand 
washing for medical profes-
sionals didn’t really become 
understood until scientists hit 
upon germ theory — the idea 
that certain diseases and infec-
tions are caused by microor-
ganisms we can’t even see. In 
particular, the British surgeon 
Joseph Lister drastically im-
proved patient mortality by 
advocating that surgeons wash 
their hands and sterilize their 
instruments in between pa-
tients.

Today, medical and health 
professionals consider hand 
washing a critical hygienic 
practice, both for themselves 
and their patients. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, or CDC, even 
provides guidelines for how to 
properly wash your hands. To 
properly kill germs, the CDC 
advocates scrubbing them 
with soap for at least 20 sec-
onds before rinsing the soap 
off with water. Drying them 
completely is also important, 
since wet hands spread germs 
more easily.

WASHING
FROM PAGE 3B

day, no matter where I turn, 
no matter what I listen to. 

Some of that stuff is wise 
anyway and all the time we 
should not go to work and 
school or church while we are 
contagious. Perfect atten-
dance at work or school is 
not as important as keeping 
other people safe.

If we try to restrict and 
control the lives of too many 
people for too long a time, 
the people lose all hope, espe-
cially if we love our freedom 

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

Mason, Hatch, Williams, 
Speed, Brig. Gen. Morgan 
L. Smith and others as more 
Union soldiers poured into 
Vicksburg. Many were shuttled 
to the Sultana, which became 
more and more overcrowded.

On the way to Vicksburg, 
the Sultana had developed 
a leak in a boiler, which had 
already been patched at least 
twice. A local boilermaker rec-
ommended wholesale repairs 
but Mason declined, likely 
thinking that the job would 
take time, and he could lose his 
chance at a load full of passen-
gers. 

As a result, the boiler was 
patched once again, and Ma-
son readied for the trip. Wil-
liams dismissed concerns that 
men be directed onto other 
boats, and passengers piled up 
on the Sultana. 

Though Vicksburg was 
jammed with Union soldiers, 
the Pauline Carroll, which was 
docked next to the Sultana, left 
with 17 passengers. No former 
prisoners were on another 
boat, the Lady Gay.

The Sultana, meanwhile, left 
Vicksburg for the upriver trip 
to Cairo at 9 p.m. on April 24. 
Though estimates vary, there 
were over 2,100 soldiers, 100 
civilian passengers, and the 85 
crewmen on board.

Some estimates place the 
entire total as high as 2,485. 

Regardless of the exact num-
ber, it was five to six times over 
the legal limit.

In a time before safety regu-
lations, the crush of humanity 
aboard the Sultana was pro-
tected by only two small life-
boats and 76 life preservers. 

The Sultana chugged upriv-
er, weighed down by the mass 
of passengers that caused the 
decks to sag and aroused fears 
that too many men on one 
side of the decks could cause a 
capsize. The river was swollen 
from spring flooding, adding 
to the burden on the ship’s 
boilers. In some places, the 
channel was four miles wide, 
with floodwaters nearly top-
ping trees on the banks. 

The vessel stopped briefly 
in Helena, Ark., where a photo 
taken of the ship on April 26 
revealed the incredible number 
of soldiers on the docks. Men 
were jammed into any available 
space, and in some places, it 
was standing room only. There 
was barely room to sleep.

At 7 p.m. on April 26, the 
Sultana pulled into Memphis, 
where the vessel spent four 
hours while 120 tons of sugar 
were unloaded from the cargo 
hold. She left around midnight, 
heading across the river for 
Hopefield, Ark. to load a thou-
sand bushels of coal to fire the 
overworked boilers. 

The trip upriver resumed, 
though crew and many passen-
gers had been wary of the sce-
nario since leaving Vicksburg. 

Sgt. John Ely summed it up be-
fore the trip when he penned 
in his diary, the Sultana was a 
large but not very fine boat. 

At 2 a.m. on April 27, the 
Sultana was seven miles north 
of Memphis when one of the 
boilers exploded, followed by 
two more. A modern source 
described the “volcanic fury,” 
while a witness on shore com-
pared the noise to “a hundred 
earthquakes.” 

The blast ripped through the 
decks above, instantly killing 
hundreds. More died when the 
decks collapsed into the fiery 
interior of the ship. Scores of 
men were burned or scalded 
to death, crushed by debris, or 
blown apart by the force of the 
explosion. 

Others were faced with a 
horrific choice – jump into 
the water or be burned alive. 
Many of those who made it to 
the water could not swim. Oth-
ers succumbed to the scalding 
heat. Those who managed to 
survive the swift current some-
times grabbed for branches 
poking above the water or 
lined the banks. One survivor 
floated nearly 10 miles on the 
back of a dead mule. 

Various boats on the river 
tried rescue attempts, but were 
able to reach the Sultana no 
earlier than 3 a.m. By then, the 
Sultana had burned to the wa-
terline in around 20 minutes. 

Rescuers were haunted by 
the screams of victims. One of 
the vessels which finally made 

to the scene was the USS Tyler, 
which had patrolled the Missis-
sippi since the start of the war. 
A sailor on that craft wrote in 
the log that “of all the sounds 
and noises I ever heard that 
was the most sorrowful, some 
cursing, calling for help, and 
shrieking. I will never forget 
those awful sounds.” 

Over 700 survivors ended 
up in hospitals, where many 
died from their injuries. The 
precise death toll is not known, 
since no one knew exactly 
many passengers were on the 
Sultana. Many estimate the to-
tal casualties at over 1,700. 

The exact cause of the explo-
sion is debated, though an in-
vestigation afterward pointed 
to the insufficient boiler repair. 
Nearly all modern researchers 
come to the obvious conclu-
sion – the ship was grossly 
overloaded with passengers.

Speed, who was considered 
to be the commanding offi-
cer in Williams’ absence, was 
found guilty at a court-martial 
and scheduled for dismissal 
from the army. But the verdict 
was reversed, allowing an hon-
orable muster-out. 

Though summoned, Hatch 
never faced a court-martial, as 
he was relieved of his position 
on June 3 and continued his 
questionable ways. Many of 
the principals involved went 
on to influential political and 
civic positions. In the end, no 
one was held accountable for 
the tragedy of the Sultana.

SULTANA
FROM PAGE 3B

to assemble as needed. We 
are not China or Venezuela 
or Cuba. I know the people 
who run our government 
with our consent are just 
trying to keep this coronavi-
rus at bay, but sometimes the 
bureaucracy gets in the way. 

Maybe we are just being 
tested a little bit to figure out 
how we will approach bigger 
problems in the future. In 
some way, our two political 
parties will have to work 
together better if the future of 
our country is at stake.

We have the assurance 
of things hoped for and the 

promise of it’s gotta get a lot 
better for this too shall pass. 
We must, however, think of 
those who are not as well 
blessed with good health, 
but most of all, we must not 
panic and buy up all the toilet 
paper and other supplies be-
cause others may need it too. 
I am not too worried about 
the toilet paper because I 
have a two-month supply of 
corncobs on our back porch.

I believe that Americans 
have always solved problems 
when the peril is greatest, 
and we can do it again. We 
must have faith and if we are 

all afraid of dying maybe we 
can find a solution by getting 
right with God. 

Somehow the plight we 
are facing will make us better 
and we will find a more 
perfect way to love others, all 
others. Let our hopes stream 
around us as the sun streams 
down on us, warming us 
while renewing our faith of 
what is to come as spring 
truly arrives.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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The virus, dubbed the Asian 
flu, killed an estimated 70,000 
Americans and one to four 
million people worldwide, 
but experts suggest it would 
have killed many more if not 
for the vaccine. Around the 
time Hilleman was born, the 
Spanish flu of 1918 to 1919 
killed an estimated 675,000 
Americans and 50 million 
people worldwide.

“That’s the tricky thing 
about public health,” says 
Alexandra Lord, chair of the 
division of medicine and sci-
ence at the Smithsonian Na-
tional Museum of American 
History in Washington, D.C.

“When things go really, re-

ally well, it’s very hard to say, 
‘this many lives were saved,’ 
because we don’t know what 
would’ve happened without 
it,” she says. “And so while it’s 
impossible for us to say how 
many lives exactly were saved, 
I think it’s just good to say that 
he dramatically turned a pan-
demic around.”

Before his death in 2005, 
Hilleman helped develop 
more than 40 vaccines, many 
of them for childhood diseas-
es. For this work, experts have 
credited him with saving mil-
lions of lives. In 1988, he re-
ceived the National Medal of 
Science for his contributions 
to public health.
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Catholic masses canceled
Diocese of Springfield announces liturgical, faith life changes and cancellations due to coronavirus spread

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Diocese of Springfield 
has discontinued all public 
masses and liturgical celebra-
tions with private masses with 
no congregation present.

According to an announce-
ment made by the Most Rev-
erend Thomas J. Paprocki, 
Bishop of the Diocese of 
Springfield.

In the announcement pro-
vided by Andrew Hansen, 
director of communications 
of the diocese, given the un-
precedented developments 
related to the Novel Corona-
virus, “our shared faith life in 
the Diocese of Springfield in 
Illinois is undergoing signifi-
cant change.” 

“As Christians, we embrace 
these changes as a spiritual 
sacrifice on behalf of all those 
affected by the virus, especial-
ly in light of the particular risk 

posed to some of the most 
vulnerable among us,” Hansen 
noted.

During this time, when 
many of the liturgies and pub-
lic practices of the faith are on 
hold, Hansen said Paprocki 
has, “asked us to increase, rath-
er than decrease our prayer 
and fasting, in solidarity with 
our brothers and sisters local-
ly, nationally and worldwide.”

Hansen provided a summa-
ry of the changes and guide-
lines for changes for Catholic 
life.  These changes — unless 
otherwise noted — remain in 
effect until further notice.  “It 
is simply not possible, at this 
point, to predict when public 
gatherings will once again be 
allowed,” he said.  

MASSES
In response to Bishop Pap-

rocki’s call for a diocesan fast 
from the Eucharist, effective 

March 18, and until further 
notice, the Diocese of Spring-
field in Illinois has replaced 
all public Masses and liturgi-
cal celebrations with private 
Masses, celebrated by priests 
sine populo, that is, with no 
congregation physically pres-
ent. The Catholic faithful are 
dispensed from their Sunday 
obligation until further no-
tice.  

During this time, the faith-
ful are encouraged to pray 
with the scripture readings of 
the Mass, which can be found 
on the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops website at 
www.usccb.org. They may also 
watch mass on EWTN or on 
one of the local, private Mass-
es being streamed live by one 
of our priests. 

In place of the Eucharist, 
Catholics are encouraged to 
make a spiritual communion, 
pray the rosary, and to pray 

a prayer for the coronavirus 
also found on at www.usccb.
org. to end the spread of the 
virus, the healing the sick and 
strength for those caring for 
the sick.  

CONFIRMATIONS, FIRST COM-
MUNION MASSES CANCELED

All confirmations and First 
Holy Communions in the 
Diocese of Springfield are 
canceled through December, 
2020. 

“Given the number of Con-
firmations and First Holy 
Communions on the sched-
ule for the next several weeks, 
an entirely new schedule will 
need to be built for the year,” 
Hansen said. “It is not possible 
even to begin planning for re-
scheduling until there is clari-
ty on when public gatherings 
will be allowed to resume.”  

Hansen said the postpone-
ment of these sacraments 

of initiation is deeply disap-
pointing to all involved.

“It simply will not be pos-
sible to work it out at least for 
several weeks,” Hansen noted 
and asked for those involved 
to be patient until a new 
schedule can be worked out

All students who have pre-
pared for confirmation will 
not be required to re-do their 
course work and other prepa-
ration, Hansen announced. 

RCIA
Initiation into the church 

will not be possible during the 
Easter Vigil this year, Hansen 
said.  The Rite of Initiation 
will be rescheduled to anoth-
er time this year — outside 
the Easter Vigil — when it is 
safe to resume regular public 
gatherings.  

WEDDINGS
Due to the government 

guidelines and mandates 
regarding gatherings of any 
kind, Hansen said weddings 
will also be impacted.

“It may be possible to cele-
brate a private wedding Mass, 
in keeping with the govern-
ment restrictions regarding 
crowd size and reschedule the 
reception at a later date,” he 
said.

Hansen urged couples who 
have a wedding scheduled 
within the next several weeks 
to contact their parish directly. 

“It is unclear how long 
restrictions will remain in 
place,” he said.  “Please rec-
ognize that pastors and parish 
staff are doing their best in 
this difficult time.” 

FUNERALS
Private funerals will con-

tinue to be offered, limited 
to the immediate family only, 

See CANCELED, Page 6B

Coronavirus. That word 
has entered nearly every 
aspect of our lives.  

Daily, 
I receive 
emails 
from 
com-
panies, 
some, to 
my recol-
lection, I 
have nev-
er done 
business 
with, 
letting me know that 
my safety is their top 
priority. News reports 
of new cases or how we 
should respond are a daily 
occurrence. Conversations 
among friends revolve 
around how they feel the 
government is handling 
everything and whether or 
not the social distancing 
and related measures are 
necessary or overkill. 

I will confess a belief 
that if the government 
hadn’t responded this way, 
and people were getting 
sick and dying, people 
would complain they 
weren’t doing enough. In a 
way, it’s a no-win situation 
for those elected to lead.

Let me ask readers how 
they are responding to the 
word, “coronavirus.”  It 
seems to me there are two 
ways to respond, in fear or 
in faith. 

As we continue to 
listen over the next few 
months to the reports 
and the news about 
this virus and its spread 
around the globe, we can 
become fearful. And fear, 
regardless of its reason, 
can become like concrete 
around our feet refusing 
to let us move and do the 
things that need to be 
done.  

Fear is a distraction. 
Fear can be debilitating. 
Fear can literally keep 
us from living our lives.  
There is a story of a man 
who read his daily horo-
scope one morning which 
predicted that he would 
have a tragic accident that 
day. So he canceled all 
his appointments, took 
the day off, and stayed in 
bed, convinced that if he 
didn’t move, he couldn’t 
have any accidents. That 
evening, as he was con-
sidering all the things that 
might have happened to 
cause him problems, the 
light over his bed fell and 
crushed him. His last day 
had been lived in fear.

Now, we might ask, did 
he really live at all? I think 
a better option for us is to 
live in faith.  

Faith, as opposed to 
fear, is freeing and hopeful. 
Faith allows me to do what 
I need to do, what I want 

A Christian 
response to 
COVID-19

See PASTOR, Page 6B
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PANDEMIC IN ITALY IMPACTS LITURGICAL TRADITIONS

Special to The Prairie Press

Pope Francis delivers his blessing over an empty St. Peter’s Square from inside the Apostolic library at the Vatican on Sun-
day, March 15.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

VATICAN CITY — Over the past 
2,000 years, the Catholic Church has 
weathered wars, natural disasters and 
plagues.

As Italy faces one of its gravest chal-
lenges in recent years in the coronavi-
rus pandemic, the church’s rich history 
contains lessons about how to live out 
the Catholic faith in times of crisis.

Among those lessons: how to hold 
papal Masses without the faithful 
during Holy Week and Easter. 

Last week, the Prefecture of the 
Pontifical Household announced that 
it would no longer be selling tickets to 
the Holy Week celebration in St. Peter’s 
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

As of March 17 there have been 
26,062 cases of the coronavirus in the 
peninsula, where the disease has had 
the second-largest outbreak worldwide, 
claiming 2,503 lives in total, 345 more 
than the previous day.

For many Catholics in Rome and 
globally, attending Holy Week Masses 
in St. Peter’s with the presence of the 
pope is a yearly activity. The prospect 
of those being canceled seems unprec-
edented.

But celebrating Easter with the pon-
tiff, or any papal Mass actually, is a far 
more recent practice.

“From the 15th century forward, pa-
pal Masses were said in private in the 
Sistine Chapel or the Cappella Paolina 
during Holy Week,” said Gregory DiP-
ippo, an expert on Catholic old rite lit-
urgies and editor of the New Liturgical 
Movement, in an interview with Reli-
gion News Service.

Papal ceremonies, he said, were “so 
rich and complicated” that it was diffi-
cult to incorporate the faithful. Masses 
until after the Second Vatican Council 
(1959-1969) were said in Latin and 
with the celebrant facing the altar.

The papal Masses for Easter, Christ-
mas and the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul 
were so rich in symbolism and ritual 
that they were held in private for the 
most part, with the only exception of 
the diplomatic corps, in the Sistine 
Chapel or the nearby Cappella Paolina.

“So public papal Masses are not such 
a long-standing tradition,” DiPippo ex-
plained.

Postponing Easter likely won’t hap-
pen. 

DiPippo noted there is no precedent 
for Easter being postponed, adding the 
liturgical year goes on.

In the 1960s Pope John XXIII, often 
called “The Good Pope,” introduced 
the idea of  celebrating these papal 
Masses with the faithful present. 

During Lent, John XXIII began to 
celebrate Mass in the Roman parishes 
he visited.

His successor, Pope Paul VI, was the 
first to eliminate the constraints that 
impeded the participation of regular 
Catholics in the Mass.

He required clergy to no longer cel-
ebrate Mass in Latin, so that everyone 
could understand. He adjusted the lit-
urgy so that the priest would be facing 
the congregation and not the altar. He 
stopped wearing the papal tiara and cut 
the 30-foot-long trains worn by cardi-
nals.

Paul VI  took out much of the papal 
ceremony, DiPippo said.

This cleared the way for a celebration 
that included all believers standing in 
the pews, so they could not only attend 
Mass but also understand it and partic-
ipate in it.

Before then, popes would preside 
over Masses but would not celebrate 
them. 

On March 7, 1965, Paul VI became 
the first pope in recent memory to per-
sonally administer communion to the 
faithful. This led to the practice of cele-
brating the most important feasts of the 
Catholic Church in the presence of the 
pontiff in St. Peter’s.

Paul VI also began the tradition of 
televising papal Masses in 1967, allow-
ing millions of Catholics to participate 
from their homes.

In his livestreamed Masses, Pope 
Francis has used his digital pulpit to 
send messages of hope and persever-
ance to faithful and members of the 
clergy.

“Let us also pray to the Lord for our 
priests, so that they have the courage 
to go out and go to those who are sick, 
bringing the strength of the Word of 
God and the Eucharist and to accompa-
ny health care workers and volunteers 
in the work they are doing,” he said 
during his morning Mass at the Domus 

Sanctae Marthae on March 10.
Inspired by the words of the pontiff, 

many priests throughout Italy have 
found other ways to continue their 
ministry. A notable example is the Rev. 
Fabio Stevenazzi, in the northern area 
of the peninsula where the coronavirus 
has struck the hardest.

The priest exchanged his collar for 
a hospital gown to offer his help as a 
doctor, a profession he exercised before 
entering the seminary.

Masses have for the most part been 
banned in the country, in an effort to 
reduce contagion.

That’s happened in the past, said 
DiPippo.

“There have been times when there 
was a need to scale back the sacra-
ments,” DiPippo said.

Some clergy in the past have found 
ways to still be present even during 
health crises. 

Perhaps the most well known is St. 
Charles Borromeo.

Borromeo was archbishop of Milan 

Vatican turns to Easters of the past

Special to The Prairie Press

The Rev. Jesus Higueras, a Catholic 
priest from the Santa Maria de Cana 
parish, is seen on a smartphone during 
a livestreamed Mass in Pozuelo de 
Alarcon, on the outskirts of Madrid, 
on Sunday, March 15. Pope Francis has 
praised people for their continuing 
efforts to help vulnerable communities, 
including the poor and the homeless, 
amid the coronavirus pandemic.

See VATICAN, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Presbyterian 
Church of Paris, in light of 
health concerns, is cancel-
ing all in-person worship 
services and other group 
activities at the church 
through Wednesday, 
April 1. This includes the 
Wednesday Noon Lent 
worship services and lun-
cheons.  

Staff is looking into al-
ternative ways for people 
to worship from home 
through the church’s web-
site or Facebook page. 
More information about 
that option will be made 
available as it develops.

The church office will 
remain open Monday 
through Thursday, and the 
Rev. Rodger Allen will also 
continue his regular sched-
ule in the office. 

People wanting more in-
formation about attending 
church may contact the of-
fice with questions at 217-
465-5118.

Presbyterian 
cancellations

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

For many faith groups, 
spring is one of the most 
important times of the 
year.

Early spring coincides 
with at least three major 
religious holidays — Eas-
ter, Passover and, this year, 
the beginning of Rama-
dan.

All three — or at least 
public events surrounding 
them — could be disrupt-
ed by the outbreak of the 
COVID-19 virus. Over 
the weekend, the federal 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention asked 
Americans to cancel or 
reschedule any meeting of 
more than 50 people. Pres-
ident Donald Trump asked 
Americans on Monday, 
March 16 to further lim-
it gatherings, to no more 
than 10 people.

Data from the Nation-
al Congregations Study 
shows that would include 
60 percent of houses of 
worship — and 90 percent 
of all people who attend 
worship services. 

Religious leaders shared 
their thoughts on what 
happens if these central 
holidays are canceled.

THE REV. LAURA EVERETT, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES

Easter cannot be can-
celed. We may not gather 
in the same way, but Easter 

What if 
Easter and 
Passover get 
canceled?

See WHAT IF, Page 6B
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LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY! 

1-866-271-5617
Ask about same-day 

installation! 
Reply By 

April 15, 2020

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1 

home security company in the U.S.  

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

FREE HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
 VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM  
New customers only. Early termination 
 fee applies. Installation starts 
 at $99 with 36 month 
                monitoring agreement.  
                See all offer details below.

VISA® GIFT CARD 
From Protect Your Home 
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS 
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL 
—$139 Value
DOORBELL CAMERA 
When you upgrade to ADT 
Pulse® + Video —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all offer details below.

PER MONTH

MONITORING 

GREAT 

LOW
PRICE

You know what 
you’re doing,  
but no one 
else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

Not advertising 
is like  

blowing kisses in the dark. 

101 N. Central Ave. • Paris, IL • 217-921-3216  • www.prairiepress.net

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm ESTSe Habla Español

1-855-993-0898
CALL TODAY! Plus ... Switch to DISH and

GET A FREE $100 GIFT CARD

DISH is ranked #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction by JD Power and 

our customers for  a second
year in a row!*

FREE FREE

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. 
more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

$19./mo.
99

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

VOICE 
REMOTE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICES

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires * Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDED YOUR DEVICES

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST

Terms and conditions apply. Call for details.

Promo Code: DISH100

O�er for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions: Quali�cation:  Advertised price requires credit quali�cation and 24-month commitment. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit quali�cation. O�er 
ends 7/15/20. 2-Year Commitment:  Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $59.99 advertised price:  America's Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo Smart 
DVR for 1 TV.  Included in 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($74.99 for AT120+, $84.99 for AT200, $94.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional functionality 
may be $10-$15). Regional Sports: RSN Surcharge up to $3/mo. applies to AT120+ and higher packages and varies based on location. NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change):  Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming 
(including premium channels), DISH Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels:  3 Mos. Free: After 3 mos., you will be billed $30/mo. for Showtime, Starz, and DISH Movie Pack unless you call or go online to cancel. Remote: The DISH Voice Remote with the Google 
Assistant requires internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature. The Google Assistant Smart Home features require Google account and compatible devices. Google is a trademark of Google LLC. Other: All 
packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price lock are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., if selected, you will be billed $9.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday 
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where available

PASTOR
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in keeping with the govern-
ment restrictions regarding 
crowd size, with the option to 
schedule a public memorial 
mass at a future date, Hansen 
explained.  

“The specific dates and 
scheduling of Memorial 
Masses will not be possible 
at this time, given the indefi-
nite period of restrictions on 
public gatherings,” he said, 
and urged those concerned to 
discuss matters with a pastor.

BAPTISMS
Baptisms may still be cele-

brated but must be celebrated 
privately and limited to im-
mediate family and godpar-
ents only. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Clergy remain committed 

to caring for the sacramental 
needs of the faithful, especial-
ly in a time of concern.  Please 
remember that, at this time, 
the Anointing of the Sick is 
reserved primarily for those 

in danger of death. Please call 
your parish office to request 
the sacrament of the Anoint-
ing of the Sick.

NON-SACRAMENTAL PARISH 
ACTIVITIES

All non-sacramental parish 
activities are canceled across 
the diocese, until further no-
tice.  

CHURCH BUILDINGS OPEN FOR 
PRIVATE PRAYER

“We also acknowledge 
the importance of prayer at 
this time, Hansen said.  “Our 
churches will generally re-
main open during normally 
scheduled hours for prayer. 
Please confirm hours and 
availability via your parish 
website.”

Hansen asked anyone who 
is sick or believes they may 
be ill or have come in con-
tact with the virus to remain 
home. 

CONFESSIONS
While communal penance 

services are canceled, indi-
vidual confessions remain 

available, Hansen said.  Con-
fessions will be heard either 
behind the screen or face 
to face with a minimum of 
six-feet physical separation.  
Members are asked to refer 
to their parish website for 
schedules and specific de-
tails.  

Anyone in need of confes-
sion who is sick or believes 
he or she may have come into 
contact with the virus should 
contact the parish office for a 
private visit with a priest. 

PARISH SUPPORT
“Amid the many concerns 

currently facing us, please 
also remember that your 
parish depends on your gen-
erosity and support,” Han-
sen emphasized.  “With the 
cancellation of masses, our 
parishes have lost offertory 
collections that are essential 
to pay staff and bills for the 
maintenance of our church-
es.”

 Hansen urged members to 
visit their parish website and 
consider making your offer-
tory gift online.

CANCELED
FROM PAGE 5B

to do while recognizing that 
God is in control. It was 
Peter’s faith that allowed him 
to say to Jesus as he walked 
on the water, “Lord, if it’s you, 
tell me to come to you on 
the water.” (Matthew 14:28) 

during the great plague that 
hit the city between 1576 and 
1577, which historians believe 
nearly halved the city’s pop-
ulation. Today, the area sur-

VATICAN
FROM PAGE 5B

rounding Milan is among the 
epicenters of the coronavirus 
pandemic, with as many as 
300 people dying every day.

In August 1576, news of 
people dying in nearby towns 
because of the plague began to 
reach Milan.

Borromeo was among the 
first to take the threat serious-
ly. When panic struck the city 
he stayed behind, unlike the 
many princes and nobles who 
fled. He catered to the sick, 
renovated hospitals and began 
something akin to a crowd-
funding campaign.

Borromeo brought the sac-
raments to the homes of quar-
antined people and enacted 
prevention measures.

For the archbishop, mere-
ly physical efforts to fight the 
disease were not enough to 
combat what he believed to be 
a divine punishment, which 
required a spiritual response.

Against the demands of 
civil authorities, he organized 
processions, which he led 
barefoot throughout the de-
serted city.

“At the time, they didn’t 
know how virus spread,” DiP-
ippo explained, but Borromeo 
found other ways to bring 
the Catholic faith to people’s 
homes. “He had the priests 

go out to public places where 
people were able to follow 
Mass from their windows and 
balconies.”

Still today, the main squares 
and arteries of Milan show the 
“Crocette” — stone pillars 
with crosses on top, where 
brave priests said Mass for all 
to hear. Through safety mea-
sures and faith, Milan sur-
vived the plague until its end 
in 1577.

Twenty-six years after his 
death, Borromeo was made a 
saint by Pope Paul V.

The images that spread on 

Sunday of Pope Francis walk-
ing in the deserted city center 
of Rome inspired many in It-
aly. He walked to the Basilica 
of St. Mary Major, dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, and to the 
Church of San Marcello al 
Corso, home to a sacred cross 
believed to have cast away the 
plague in Rome in the past.

He talked about visiting the 
cross in an interview with the 
Italian newspaper La Repub-
blica:

“I asked the Lord to stop 
the epidemic: Lord, stop it 
with your hand.”

Special to The Prairie Press

Faithful watch Pope Francis deliver the Angelus prayer on a 
giant screen to avoid crowds gathering, in St. Peter’s Square 
at the Vatican on March 8, 2020. In his streamed remarks, the 
pope said he was close in prayers to those suffering from the 
coronavirus and to those caring for them.

will not cease. The Resurrec-
tion continues. I think church-
es are wisely considering how 
to best keep people safe, and 
that may include not gathering 
in person on Easter Sunday.

RABBI EVAN MOFFIC, MAKOM 
SOLEL LAKESIDE CONGREGA-
TION IN SUBURBAN CHICAGO

On Passover, we ask the 
question: “Why is this night 
different from all other nights?” 
This year the answer is self-evi-
dent. We will celebrate on that 
night amidst a world devastat-
ed — physically and psycho-
logically — by a pandemic. 

Does Passover have a mes-
sage for these trying times? Yes. 
In addition to the Ten Plagues 
and the miracles of the splitting 
of the Sea, what saved the Jew-
ish people in Egypt was their 
unity. They did not despair 
when Pharaoh refused Moses’s 
initial pleas. 

They did not despair when 
their enslavement grew more 
onerous. They listened to God 
and to one another. They never 
lost hope. 

Neither can we.
The writer Alice Walker said 

hard times require some seri-
ous dancing. While we should 
not dance too closely right 
now, may our spirits and souls 

of hope sustain us.

WALTER KIM, PRESIDENT, 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
EVANGELICALS

Easter is an important 
marker in church life in which 
we remember and celebrate 
Jesus Christ’s resurrection. It 
would, of course, be incredibly 
disappointing not to celebrate 
that as we are accustomed 
to, but we are also reminded 
during this season how Jesus 
served us and how we are to 
serve others. 

HOPE MORGAN WARD, BISH-
OP OF THE NORTH CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

The church can rise and 
shine in these times. The 
church can be creative in the 
ways we’re in contact with one 
another. We can offer worship 
on virtual platforms. We can 
help older people in various 
ways. There are lots of ways the 
church can engage in mission, 
not unlike what happens after 
a hurricane or tornado or some 
other unexpected and unprec-
edented occurrence in a com-
munity. It calls for generosity in 
new ways and connections in 
new ways. Suspending worship 
for two weeks is not suspend-
ing ministry. In fact, it’s inviting 
ministry in new and proactive 
ways and creative ways.

WHAT IF
FROM PAGE 5B

GRACE NOTES

LIFE SONG URBANA
Life Song from Urbana is the 
special musical guest for the 
March 22 worship service 
at the Chrisman United 
Methodist Church. Worship 
starts at 8:45 a.m., and the 
congregation welcomes all 
for this special event.   

JORDAN’S BAND
Jordan’s Band from the 
Mattoon United Methodist 
Church is the special musical 
guest for the March 29 wor-
ship service at the Chrisman 
United Methodist Church. 
Worship starts at 8:45 
a.m., and the congregation 
welcomes all for this special 
event.   

WOMEN’S CHOIR
The Women’s Choir of the 
Chrisman United Methodist 
Church is providing special 
music for the April 12, Easter 
Sunday, service. Worship 
starts at 8:45 a.m., and the 
congregation welcomes all for 
this special event.  

And it was faith in Jesus that 
helped Peter to stand on the 
water.  

Faith isn’t absent of fear, 
but it is living in spite of fear. 
Faith is trusting that God 
is bigger than anything we 
will face. When Peter had 
stood on the water for a few 
minutes, the Bible says “when 
he saw the wind, he was 
afraid and, beginning to sink, 
cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’”  
(Matthew 14:30) 

Notice that when Peter had 
his eyes on Jesus, he kept on 
top of the water. It was when 
he looked around at his cir-
cumstances and began to fear, 
that he began to sink. I am 
convinced in the same way, 
when we look to God for help 

and in trust, we can accom-
plish things that at first seem 
impossible. When we look 
around at our circumstances, 
we are easily overwhelmed 
and grow anxious and fearful.

Coronavirus may be our 
current circumstance, but 
Christ is still our source 
of hope. Look to God for 
strength in these days of con-
fusion and fear. He will help 
us truly live.

Have a great week.
(Troy Horne is the pastor 

at Otterbein United Method-
ist Church in Paris and the 
Vermilion United Methodist 
Church. Contact him at 
tnkhorne@gmail.com. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided by the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.)



BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Guidelines for testing for the 
COVID-19 remain stringent as screen-
ings continue, according to Tiffany 
Turner, Horizon Health Chief Nursing 
Officer.

Turner confirmed the hospital/clin-
ic does have a limited number of test 
kits. Patients will only be tested if they:
nExhibit severely compromised re-

spiratory funtion
nExhibit severe shortness of breath
nHave problems maintaining a con-

sistant oxygen level
nCan’t breath if talking
“No one is being tested just because 

they request it,” Turner said. If some-
one is not feeling well, they will be di-
rected to a Horizon provider who will 
provide additional assesment, she said.  

Turner emphasized anyone who is 
not feeling well — with or without a 
temperature — should stay home and 
self-isolate. Self-isolation measures 
include keeping to one room in the 
home, like a bedroom, and designating 
one bathroom for the patient’s use.

Turner emphasized Horizon Health 
has a pandemic/disaster plan in place 
and has been leaning on the Center for 
Disease Control and the Illinois De-

partment of Public Heath recommen-
dations moving forward. Those rec-
ommendations, she emphasized, have 
been created from Italy’s failure in that 
country’s handling of the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

“What we have learned from Italy 
is not to test and wait for results then 
quarantine,” she said. That failure al-

lowed the virus to gain a hold and 
spread rapidly. “We are screening and 
quarantining. That’s our plan,” she said.

Turner emphasized the importance 
of stopping transmission of the virus. 
“Even if you think you have symp-
toms, stay home,” she said. “We are not 
dependent on testing. That’s a lesson 
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

As the number of corona-
virus cases grows in the U.S., 
we’re hearing a lot about how 
social distancing, self-monitor-
ing and even quarantine play 
into containment efforts.

But what do those terms 
mean and when do they apply?

We asked experts and found 
out there is some overlap and 
lots of confusion.

Here’s a quick guide for what 
you need to know.

WHY IS ALL THIS HAPPENING?
In the U.S., testing got off to 

a slow start, limiting efforts to 
isolate those with the disease. 
Public health experts now say 
the most important goal is to 
slow the spread of the coro-
navirus so that the number of 
people who require medical 
attention doesn’t overwhelm 
hospitals.

If evidence holds from ex-

periences to date in countries 
further along in the outbreak, 
most people who contract this 
virus will have mild cases. Still, 
the data from abroad indicates 
that 10% to 20% could end up 
in a more serious condition. 
That means if tens of millions 
of Americans come down with 
COVID-19, potentially hun-
dreds of thousands may need 
hospital care.

No one wants that to hap-
pen.

“That could stress the health 
system. We’re trying to avoid 
becoming like Italy,” said Josh-
ua Sharfstein, vice dean for 
Public Health Practice and 
Community Engagement at 
the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health in Bal-
timore.

In Italy, the number of cas-
es rapidly skyrocketed from 
a handful a few weeks ago to 
nearly 28,000 cases and more 
than 3,500 deaths as of Thurs-

day. The rapid escalation may 
be partly attributed to aggres-
sive testing, but hospitals in the 
northern part of the country 
are running out of ICU beds.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN SELF-QUARANTINING 
AND SELF-MONITORING? 

There’s a bit of overlap, say 
experts.

Both strategies aim to keep 
people who have been ex-
posed, or might have been 
exposed, away from others as 
much as possible for a period. 
That has generally meant 14 
days, considered the incuba-
tion period of COVID-19, al-
though symptoms can appear 
within a few days of exposure.

Self-monitoring might in-
clude regularly checking tem-
perature and watching for signs 
of a respiratory illness, such as 
fever, cough or shortness of 
breath, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 

Prevention. It also involves lim-
iting interaction with others.

Say, you attended a large 
conference where someone 
was later found to be positive 
for the coronavirus, even if you 
were not in close contact with 
that person. “If  the person 
speaking at the podium was lat-
er diagnosed and you were in 
the audience,  you’re not con-
sidered at risk. Those people 
may want to strictly self-moni-
tor,” said Marcus Plescia, chief 
medical officer for the Associ-
ation of State and Territorial 
Health Officials.

“But if you had a long con-
versation [with that person] 
or that person coughed or 
sneezed on you, that’s differ-
ent,” he added. You would then 
self-quarantine.

Self-quarantine is a step up 
from self-monitoring because 
the person at risk of infection 
— even though they still don’t 
have symptoms — had a high-

er chance of exposure.
Canadian Prime Minister 

Justin Trudeau, for example, is 
self-quarantining because his 
wife tested positive for the vi-
rus after returning from a trip 
to Great Britain.

Quarantining means staying 
home and away from other 
people as much as possible for 
that 14-day period. People in 
this circumstance who don’t 
live alone should do their best 
to retreat to their room or find 
a separate area in their home, 
and don’t go out shopping, eat-
ing or socializing.

“Don’t sleep in the same 
bedroom [with other fami-
ly members] and try to use 
a separate toilet, if you can,” 
said Georges Benjamin, exec-
utive director of the American 
Public Health Association. 
“Be careful with dishes. They 
should go right from you into 
the dishwasher.”

If you are under a self-quar-

antine because of possible ex-
posure, then develop a fever, 
cough or shortness of breath, 
call your doctor, local hospital 
or public health department 
to find out what to do. Some 
insurers and hospitals systems 
have online or phone assess-
ment programs. For mild cas-
es, physicians may direct you 
to stay home and treat your 
symptoms with over-the-
counter fever reducers and 
other treatments. Those with 
more serious symptoms and 
people in higher-risk groups 
may be directed where to seek 
medical care.

As test kits become more 
available, you may also be di-
rected to a place where you can 
get one.

WHAT DOES ISOLATION MEAN?
A diagnosis of COVID-19 

triggers isolation.
“Isolation is when you are 

How to stop virus in its tracks
Understanding concepts like self-monitoring and degrees of separation is key to defeating coronavirus

See TERMS, Page 8B

Special to The Prairie Press/Horizon Health

Every person — employee or patient — must be screened before entering Horizon Health. Medical staff at Horizon Health 
are manning the bright blue tent located on the the Horizon Health campus, screening everyone to determine if they have a 
temperature or are not feeling well, as well as asking other pertinent health questions.

The month of March 
can have various meanings 
for everyone. For us in nu-
trition and 
wellness, 
we know 
March as 
National 
Nutrition 
Month. 

Na-
tional 
Nutrition 
Month 
was start-
ed by the 
American Dietetic Associ-
ation (now the Academy 
of Nutrition & Dietetics) 
in 1973 as a campaign 
to inspire and encourage 
everyone to make more 
informed food choices, 
work toward healthy eat-
ing habits and partake in 
physical activity, not just 
during March, but for the 
whole year. Every year has 
a more defined theme that 
incorporates the general 
idea of taking steps toward 
a healthier lifestyle.

The theme for this year 
is “Eat Right, Bite by Bite.” 
The underlying message 
of this year’s theme per 
the Academy of Nutri-
tion & Dietetics is that 
“Good nutrition doesn’t 
have to be restrictive or 
overwhelming.  Small 
goals and changes have a 
cumulative health effect, 
and every little bit (or 
bite) of nutrition is a step 
in the right direction.” 

Personally, I could not 
love this message more. 
If there is one take away 
message everyone got 
from the topic of nutri-
tion, it would be that exact 
campaign message. As a 
registered and licensed 
dietitian, I will be the first 
one to say that nutrition 
does not come easily to 
everyone. 

Some may not have 
learned much about 
nutrition during school or 
from their parents. Maybe 
someone has multiple 
conditions like diabetes, 
gout and heart disease and 

Better 
eating is 
a process

See BEE WELL, Page 8B

KARA  
WILCOXON
BEE 
WELL

Stop the virus: Stay home

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. 
— Late Thursday after-
noon, March 19, Union 
Health officials received 
notice of the first pa-
tient to test positive for 
COVID-19 (Coronavi-
rus) at Union Hospital, 
Terre Haute. The appro-
priate department and 
staff members that provid-
ed services to this patient 
have been notified. In ad-
dition, the Vigo County 
Health Department, Joint 
Information Center ( JIC) 
and Indiana State Depart-
ment of Health have also 
been notified, according 
to hospital protocol and 
in order to allow proper 
tracking of COVID-19 
cases. 

“Union Health System 
has been closely monitor-
ing the wave of Corona-
virus heading toward our 
community for the past 
several weeks,” said Jackie 
Holder, medical director 
of Union Medical Group. 
“Union has been using 
this time to prepare for 
the inevitable first positive 
case in our health system, 
which occurred today. We 
want to reassure the public 
that we are ready to answer 
your questions and direct 
you to the care that you 
need, when you need it.”

Holder added Union’s 
top priority is the health 
and safety of patients, 
team members and com-
munities. Union Health 
maintains highly-trained 
infection control teams 
and implements routine 
safety and emergency 
preparedness training 
protocols consistent with 
the latest guidance from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC).

Union Health will 
continue to follow 
ongoing preparedness and 
best practices due to the 
risks of COVID-19 and 
its extremely fluid nature. 

See UNION, Page 8B

Union 
Hospital 
confirms 
COVID-19

Special to The Prairie Press/Horizon Health

Members of the Paris Fire Department set up the department’s tent at the request  
of Horizon Health earlier this week. The tent is being used to screen every person 
who wishes to enter the Horizon Health campus, whether employee or patient.

See VIRUS, Page 8B
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CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2018 Ford Fusion
SE

$19,485

2017 Ford Escape
SE

$16,425

2014 Ford Flex SEL

 $9,297

2016 Ford F-150

 $31, 850

2017 Ford Edge
Titanium

$20,998

2019 Ram 1500 
Big Horn

$38,800

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Instant

SAVE $10
WHEN YOU BUY 2
Rain-X® Latitude®

Water Repellency
Wiper Blades
Premium Beam

WHEN YOU BUY 2
TRICO® Onyx®

or Neoform®

Wiper Blades
Premium Beam

SAVE $10
SavingsSavings FREE Wiper 

Blade Installation
with purchase

22298 N. Hwy 1  • Marshall, IL
FOR SALE BY OWNERFOR SALE BY OWNER

3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 
approx. 1700 sq. ft., fireplace, 2 car 

attached garage, basement, new 
flooring, new furnace

Call (217) 826-3100 to view this home

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

The restaurant & state 
park will be 

CLOSEDCLOSED
until further notice

UNION
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Public education will also 
continue as it becomes 
available throughout the 
region. 

“I would encourage our 
employees and communi-
ty not to panic,” said John 
Bolinger, Vice President 
and Chief Medical Officer 
of Union Health. “Keep in 
mind that the experience 
with this virus, thus far, 
has shown that 81 percent 
of the cases of COVID-19 
have been classified as 
mild illness with complete 
recovery expected. Only 
5 percent of these cases 
have been classified as 
critical illness. Up-to-date 
reports have indicated no 
deaths were reported in 
the non-critical cases.” 

Anyone experiencing 
symptoms of COVID-19, 
or simply have related 
health assessment ques-
tions, may call the Union 
Health hotline at 812-238-
4871 for live feedback.

is having a hard time with 
changes. They may think 
changes have to all happen 
overnight, may not know 
where to start or they may 
be getting conflicting or 
inaccurate information. 
These situations, and those 

BEE WELL
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beyond, are exactly why 
registered dietitians exist. 

We are not here to be the 
food police and tell patients 
everything they cannot 
have anymore. We are here 
to show people what foods 
are great to have more often 
and what foods to save for 
special occasions to aid in a 
person’s health, whether it’s 
general or disease specific. 

That is what good and sus-
tainable nutrition is, picking 
nutrient-dense foods more 
often and enjoying pro-
cessed, nutrient-poor foods 
less often. Good nutrition 
is not about going through 
juice cleanses or fasts, or 
picking up on the newest 
fad diet. 

A step toward good 
nutrition is trying a new 
fruit or vegetable every 
week, choosing whole 
grains over processed 
white grain products, 
drinking more water and 
less soda, or making time 
for a walk during the 
lunch break. Good nutri-
tion is truly about taking 
changes step-by-step and 
bite-by-bite.

(Kara Wilcoxon is a 
registered dietician and nu-
tritionist and is employed 
as the nutritional services 
manager at Paris Com-
munity Hospital/Family 
Medical Center. Email her 
at kwilkcoxon@myhori-
zonhealth.org)

sick, either at home or in the 
hospital,” said Benjamin. “In-
fectious disease precautions 
are then much more rigid than 
in self-quarantine.”

Medical staff, for example, 
wear gear that is more protec-
tive. In addition, the person 
in isolation would be asked 
to wear a mask when leaving 
their room or traveling from 
home to a medical facility to 
try to prevent spreading drop-
lets that might contain the 
virus.

This is when, under state 
or federal law, individuals or 
groups are essentially on lock-
down. Recent examples in-
clude passengers from cruise 
ships where passengers fell ill 
with COVID-19 who were 
then required to stay at mili-
tary bases for 14 days to see if 
they developed the disease.

The U.S. hasn’t closed off en-
tire areas such as towns or cities 
since the Spanish Flu of 1918-
19. But the federal government 
and the states do have the pow-
er to do so.

In New Rochelle, N.Y., of-
ficials have established a con-
tainment zone because of a 
high number of COVID-19 
cases in the region. Schools 
and houses of worship are 
closed and large gatherings 
barred. But it is not considered 
a quarantine because people 
can come and go.

OK, I’M NOT SICK OR EXPOSED. 
WHAT ELSE CAN I DO? 

This is a broad category. 
It means not shaking hands, 
standing several feet from oth-
er people and avoiding crowds. 
And, most important, staying 
home if you feel sick.

Businesses are doing it when 

they ask employees to work 
from home or stagger work 
hours. Government is doing it 
when they close schools. We’re 
seeing it in the sports world, 
with no-spectator games or 
the postponement of sport-
ing events. Museums, theaters 
and concert halls where large 
groups of people gather are 
closing their doors.

It means trying to find the 
least-crowded train car or pos-
sibly driving instead of taking 
mass transit.

“It’s about taking stock, 
how closely you interact with 
people in day-to-day life,” said 
Christopher Mores, a profes-
sor in the department of global 
health at the Milken Institute 
School of Public Health at 
George Washington Universi-
ty. “Increase distances. Cut out 
handshakes. The idea is to try 
to empower people to break 
the lines of transmission.”

WHY SHOULD I CARE IF I DON’T 
THINK I’LL GET VERY SICK?

Public health is all about the 
public. Individual risk may be 
low. And, thus, the inconve-
nience of some of these mea-
sures may seem high. But tak-
ing steps like these will benefit 
the population as a whole, said 
Sharfstein.

“An individual who doesn’t 
get very sick might still pass 
the infection along to others, 
including parents, neighbors, 
people on the bus,” he noted.

Some of those people, in 
turn, may end up in the hospi-
tal. A surge of patients with the 
virus could fill beds also need-
ed by a broad range of others, 
such as cancer patients, new-
borns or car accident victims.

“This is a condition that may 
not pose a threat to the individ-
ual, but a threat to the commu-
nity,” warned Sharfstein.

TERMS
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD —  With 
the state’s blood supply run-
ning low, an urgent plea was 
made Wednesday, March 18.   

 “Blood Centers have lost 
a projected 130,000 units na-
tionwide as a result of nearly 
4,000 canceled drives due to 
closed campuses and the dis-
ruption of normal business,” 
said Margaret Vaughn of the Il-
linois Coalition of Community 
Blood Centers. “Blood centers 
rely on 60 percent of their do-
nations coming in from blood 
drives out in the field and the 
last few weeks have been crip-
pling.”

She noted blood only has a 
42-day shelf life and constantly 
needs replenishing.

“Despite the coronavirus, 

there are still patients in need 
of blood round the clock for 
cancer treatments, childbirth, 
trauma accidents, Sickle Cell, 
etc., as well as babies in neo-
natal units relying on donat-
ed blood to stay alive,” said 
Vaughn.   

 The nation’s blood supply is 
down 30-40 percent from what 
it was a year ago, yet patients 
are in constant need. Every 
two seconds someone needs 
blood, and it has to be tested 
and on the shelf ready to go.

Vaughn said blood centers 
are still safe, sterile places for 
healthy people to donate. 

“The blood donors need 
to feel reassured that it is safe 
to donate blood,” said Ruchi-
ka Goel, Medical Director 
of Central Illinois Commu-
nity Blood. “As the FDA has 

stressed, the coronavirus does 
not pose any known risk to 
blood donors during the do-
nation process or by attend-
ing a blood drive. We are only 
drawing blood from healthy 
people and have signage 
asking people not to enter if 
they have any flu- or cold-like 
symptoms. Blood centers al-
ways and will continue to be 
very sterile and follow strict 
FDA regulatory guidelines 
and are taking extra cleaning 
and distancing precautions 
beyond our already stringent 
protocols.” 

More information about 
where to give blood is available 
by contacting the Communi-
ty Blood Services of Illinois 
(Champaign area and eastern 
Illinois) at www.bloodcenter.
org or calling 800-747-5401.

Blood supplies are dwindling

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. - 
Union Health suspended all 
non-urgent elective surgeries 
and procedures March 18, 
and the suspension contin-
ues through the end of April. 
This includes Union Hospital, 
Union Hospital Clinton and 
the Wabash Valley Surgery 
Center. The announcement 
follows Indiana Governor 
Eric Holcomb’s plea on Mon-
day. 

Rebecca Lynch, chief of 

surgery at Union Hospital, 
described non-urgent elective 
includes surgeries and pro-
cedures as those that can be 
reasonably deferred without 
an immediate threat to the 
health and safety of the pa-
tient. Health officials say this 
decision allows Union Health 
to decrease traffic in the main 
thoroughfares and keep many 
outpatients separate from in-
patients.

The decision follows an an-
nouncement by Indiana Gov-
ernor Eric Holcomb to slow 

the spread of COVID-19. 
Among a list of increased 

steps to slow the spread of 
COVID-19, Holcomb asked 
medical facilities to suspend 
non-urgent surgical proce-
dures as way to conserve 
resources and personnel for 
emerging needs.

Union Health officials say 
the mission is to decrease the 
exposure of the COVID-19 
virus to its patients and staff, 
as well as preserve vital re-
sources to combat the global 
pandemic.

Union Hospital suspends some surgeries

VIRUS
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learned from China and Italy.”
It is possible, she empha-

sized, that someone who has 
not been tested and exhibits 
mild symptoms may indeed 
have the virus. “That’s why 
it’s important to isolate in the 
home,” she said.

Whether a person has a 
positive or negative test does 
not change how they are treat-
ed, Turner said.

Those hospitalized will re-
ceive respiratory support. At 
the present, there is no magic 
pill or treatment for the virus.

Those with underlying 
medical conditions such as 
diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, asthma, COPD or other 
health issues are most susep-
tible to extreme cases of the 
virus.

Turner emphasized while 
those ages 60 and up are at 
risk,  those with underlying 
conditions are also at risk.

If you are not feeling well, 
Turner said isolate and take 
acetominophen, the active in-

gredient in Tylenol.
The World Health Orga-

nization says it does not rec-
ommend against the use of 
ibuprofen to treat COVID-19 
symptoms — though med-
ical experts say that until 
more research is conducted 
it’s better to start with ace-
tominophen for pain and fe-
ver reduction.

In  addition to taking a fever 
and pain reducer, Turner rec-
ommended plenty of fluids to 
stay hydrated and bed rest.

Horizon Health commu-
nications director Erin Frank 
said Friday the medical pro-
vider has an adequate supply 
of PPE — personal protective 
equipment. “We will contin-
ue to use our medical grade 
items,” she said.

Both Turner and Frank 
urged all residents to practice 
social responsibility and not 
hoard food or other items.

Turner said the emergency 
planning by administration 
and directors at Horizon 
Health has paid off. “We are 
moving forward each day 
with the challenges,” she said.
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Puzzles

Across
1. Coffee order
6. Bunch
10. Bon ___ (witticism)
13. Carry away, in a way
14. Strengthen, with “up”
15. Quite
16. Radiation of power from space
18. A chorus line
19. Appropriate
20. Attempt
21. One who kicks the football
23. Deserved
25. To write a poem
26. Egg on
27. Red shade
30. “Harper Valley ___”
31. “A rat!”
33. Length x width, for a rectangle
34. Basic monetary unit of Romania
35. Antares, for one
37. Conk out
38. Cows and sows
40. Boar’s mate
41. “Not on ___!” (“No way!”)
43. ___ green
44. “Much ___ About Nothing”
45. Beethoven’s “Moonlight ___”
47. Alpine transport (hyph.)
51. A telegraph key
53. 2, to 1/2
55. Deletes
56. Delight
57. “I ___ you one”
58. Clue
59. Mentally ________
62. Carve in stone
63. Fit
64. Wolfgang ___, Nobel Prize 
physicist
65. “Malcolm X” director
66. Boris Godunov, for one

67. Wrote or said a word out

Down
1. Picking up camp
2. One who runs away
3. Leader Fidel
4. Store convenience, for 
short
5. Ill tempered mutt
6. Didn’t shuffle
7. Checked item
8. “___ calls?”
9. Scorn
10. Numerous

11. Groups of eight
12. Henry David
15. Beach, basically
17. To make sure
22. Anxiety
24. “I had no ___!”
28. Indian condiment with 
cucumber or yogurt
29. Anger
32. Desk item
35. Mineral in alkali rich rocks
36. Bronze coin of UK equal to 
two pennies
37. Animal house

CROSSWORD

39. “Unimaginable as
 ___ in Heav’n”: Milton
40. Small bag
42. Kind of belt
43. Control ___
46. Cultivator
48. Irish accent
49. Too
50. Modify again
52. Approach
54. Vice presidents informally
56. Apple variety
60. Consumes
61. 40 winks

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

doing away with playdates 
entirely for a little bit.

Sniffles or sore throats must 
be reported to parents right 
away.

Everybody must wash 
hands every time we enter the 
house, even if we were outside 
just for five seconds. We also 
created a hand-washing chart 
on the write and wipe board 
on the refrigerator to make 
sure we are keeping up with 
hand-washing at home. Since 
my 9-year-old thinks singing 
“Happy Birthday” three times 
while he washes is babyish, I 
tell him he can count slowly 
to 20.

Hand cream should be used 
three times a day — in the 
morning after brushing teeth, 
right after lunch and after we 
brush our teeth at night. Even 
people without eczema are at 
risk for dry skin with extreme 
use of soap and sanitizers, so 
grease up.

Shoes need to be taken 
outside of the house or in the 
entrance. (Mom will spray 
them with alcohol, but they 
don’t need to know that.)

Hand sanitizers are back in 
our home, for the first time 
since they were babies. Use 
them after each game, after 
playing in the yard and in the 
car as soon as we finish every 
activity.

At this point I was afraid 
to make them more nervous, 
so we played a game. I asked 
them to bring back all the 
board games and find all the 
old toys, as we might need 
them in coming days. I men-
tioned there is a good chance 
we will spend more time at 
home if this gets more serious 
or one of us get sick. An 
upside? Mom will play with 
them more.

Then I gave them a chance 
to ask me what they wanted to 
know. The questions seemed 

to fall from everywhere.
“Are we going to die?”
“No, honey. Children usual-

ly don’t get very sick; it is more 
like last year when you had a 
bad cold and needed to stay 
home for a week.”

“What about grown-ups? 
Does that mean you or Dad 
might die?”

“We should be OK, since 
we don’t have any other health 
problems. But if you take care 
of yourself and do all that we 
talked about, it would be really 
good for Mom and Dad too.”

“How about Grandma and 
Grandpa?”

This one is really tough 
— they understand age and 
death are linked, and they are 
worried about it. “They are 
safe for now, but you know 
old people need to be really 
protected from this virus. That 
is why they can’t travel or visit 
us for a while. But we will call 
them every day and tell them 
how much we love them.”

In the end we wrote the 
strategic plan on paper, and my 
6-year-old daughter decorated 
it with drawings. Then we de-
cided to watch a short movie 
as a way to transition back 
to regular life — even if they 
don’t usually get to watch TV 
on weekdays.

Having the screen on also 
gave me another few moments 
to reflect. I could never have 
imagined I would have to 
coach my children through a 
pandemic; however, I suppose 
it is a chance to teach them life 
lessons, even some lessons I 
wish they would never had to 
learn. To fight this pandemic 
they need to learn to be strong, 
play their part well and take 
care of themselves and people 
around them.

(Mahboobeh Mahdavinia, 
MD, Ph.D., is an allergist/
immunologist and associate 
professor of medicine at Rush 
University Medical College. She 
is also a Public Voices fellow with 
the OpEd Project.)

GUEST
FROM PAGE 1B

sauce with a bit of butter, 
heavy cream or sour cream 
and a tablespoon or two of 
chopped fresh herbs.
nSoups: Condensed soups 

are a must-have pantry item 
for everything from meatloaf 
to enchiladas and side dishes 
— but you can also turn to 
them to use in salads and dips. 
Keep in mind that many soups 
can be used interchangeably, 
so if a recipe calls for cream 
of chicken and all you have is 

cream of mushroom, it will 
work great!
nProteins: With a few 

cans of tuna or chunk chicken 
breast on hand, you’re never 
far from quick sandwiches, 
pasta salads, skillets or baked 
dishes.
nItalian Sauces: Prepared 

sauces are a must for pantry 
shelves. They’re great on pasta 
but you can also use them for 
pizza, to simmer pork chops or 
bake chicken. 
nPrepared Salsa: A jar 

of salsa or picante sauce is 
a must-have for tacos or 

burritos, but also makes a zesty 
simmer sauce for chicken and 
chops or marinating steaks for 
the grill. You can also use it in 
pasta dishes and stir-fries.
nOther staples to have on 

hand include olives, artichoke 
hearts, roasted red peppers, 
mushrooms, capers, sweet 
and dill pickles — add them 
to pasta, sandwiches, pizzas or 
salads. Vegetables, like green 
beans and corn, are a quick 
and easy way to boost the veg-
gie power of soups and stews, 
and fruit — pineapple chunks, 
peaches, mandarin oranges, 

etc. — can be added to skillets, 
meat sauces and salads. Peanut 
butter is a given for sandwich-
es, it also adds a wonderfully 
savory dimension to salad 
dressings, stir-fries and soup.

HERBS AND SPICES
Dried herbs and spices can 

add a pop of flavor to all kinds 
of dishes. Instead of buying 
spice blends, why not make 
your own combos with the 
herbs and spices you already 
have on hand? Let your 
imagination and taste buds 
inspire you to create new flavor 

PANTRY
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combinations!
As a rule of thumb, season-

ing blends can be made with 
equal parts of dried herbs 
and milder tasting spices, like 
paprika. Since cayenne and 
pepper are hot, they should be 
added to taste.
nItalian Seasoning: Blend 

together dried basil, oregano, 
marjoram, thyme, sage. Use to 
season fresh vegetables, add 
flavor to rice or rub on a steak 
before cooking.
nBarbecue Seasoning: 

Combine brown sugar, papri-
ka, garlic powder, onion pow-
der, black pepper, cayenne. 
nCajun Seasoning: Paprika, 

onion powder, garlic powder, 
dried thyme, black pepper, 
white pepper, cayenne. 
nJerk Seasoning: Onion 

powder, dried thyme, ground 
allspice and cinnamon, black 
pepper, cayenne. 

nTaco Seasoning: Onion 
powder, garlic powder, ground 
cumin, chili powder. 

 
DRY GOODS

Every pantry should have 
flour and sugar on hand, but 
other recommended dry 
goods include:
nA box of baking mix.
nInstant pudding to make 

speedy desserts.
nFlour or corn tortillas for 

wraps, fajitas or baked dishes. 
For longer storage, keep torti-
llas in the freezer.
nCocoa powder, semi-

sweet chocolate chips, baking 
soda, baking powder and 
cornstarch for desserts and 
baking recipes.

(Nancy Zeman is the publish-
er and part owner of The Prairie 
Press/Paris Beacon-News. Email 
her at nzeman@prairiepress.)
net.)
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Dan’s 25-hour Service
Lockouts, Jump starts, Tire 
changes
217-304-1544

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

AFFORDABLE AXEMEN TREE 
SERVICE 
26YRS EXPERIENCE FULLY 
INSURED
24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE
PH# 217-686-1119

Will do mowing, trimming, clean 
the gutters ,or paint trim on your 
house! Call Scott @ 217-251-3142

Spring Yard Cleanup
Painting and Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One item 
to a complete household. Call 
Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 9 am-5 
pm. 
We pay cash!

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

Help wanted/Seasonal
Construction experience 
preferred, but not necessary
Must be hard working and able to 
follow directions
If interested Fill Out An 
Application at
Triple H Grain Systems
321 Ashmore Road in Oakland
Questions call: 217-346-2155

PT Help Needed - Able bodied 
person needs a reliable driver 
to take them to appointments 
and run errands. Please call 
217-822-5470

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K9 Training- over 

40 yrs exp. 6 wk Beginning 
and Advance classes starting 
02-02-20 Call 217-275-3465

House for Sale 
Older home in Kansas IL, 1 car 
detached garage, repairs needed. 
$8,500 OBO or contract per deed
Call 618-638-2249

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath ranch 
home for sale. 
27 Helen Avenue, $97,500
Call 217-822-4689, leave 
message.

Hunter looking for land to lease 
for hunting deer. Call Jim at 
724-244-2997.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

The Spring cleaning at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery will begin April 1, 2020. 
All winter decorations including 
artificial decorations will be 
removed. Please remove what you 
wish to keep. Spring-summer 
decorations may be placed the 
second week of April.

IL CCW Recertification
Submit your pictures & documen-
tation. Flexible hours. McDonald 
Lake Rod & Gun Club, Clinton, IN  
Cost $80
Contact David John 812-236-1363

Wanted-Info on how I can get 
either a phone number or an 
address for ordering a Coat Of 
Arms. Thank you. Thelda Pitts
217-264-8892

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV ***  
We buy/consign used Campers 
& RV’s! 217-583-4023 www.
colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
FREON WANTED:  We pay CA$H 
for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-598-1758 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

NOTICE  - Mowing Bid

Buck Township is seeking bids 
for the mowing of the Township 
Garage for the 2020 Mowing 
Season.  Please mail bids along 
with proof of insurance to Buck 
Township.  Bids must be received 
by Tuesday, April 14th.  Mail 
to:  Buck Township, PO Box 47, 
Redmon, IL 61949.

IN THE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
   URBANA DIVISION

    UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
 Plaintiff,     

                             vs.   

   
ESTATE OF JO ANN LORANCE, 
DECEASED; DEBORAH A. 
LORANCE A/K/A DEBORAH A. 
FINGER; ERIC JOHNSON; CITY 
OF PARIS; UNKNOWN OWNERS, 
INCLUDING UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES OF JO ANN 
LORANCE, DECEASED; UNKNOWN 
CLAIMANTS AND LIENHOLDERS 
AGAINST THE ESTATE OF JO 
ANN LORANCE, DECEASED; THE 
UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS AND 
LIENHOLDERS AGAINST THE 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES 
OF JO ANN LORANCE, DECEASED; 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
AND JOHN DENTON, as Special 
Representative of the ESTATE OF 
JO ANN LORANCE, DECEASED,  
    
Defendants.  

CIVIL NO. 19-cv-2165

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
Notice is hereby given to 
Unknown Owners, Including 
Unknown Owners, Unknown 
Heirs and Legatees of Jo Ann 
Lorance deceased; Non-Record 
Claimants; Unknown Claimants 
and Lienholders against the 
Estate of Jo Ann Lorance, 
deceased; Unknown Claimants 
and Lienholders against the 
Unknown Heir of Jo Ann Lorance, 
deceased; and Devisees of Jo Ann 
Lorance, deceased; of the com-
plaint for foreclosure filed in the 
above-entitled case on June 21, 
2019, and amended on October 
10, 2019, that they are named as 
defendants in the above-entitled 
case, pursuant to the provisions of 
Rule 4 of the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure, and the provisions 
of 735 ILCS 5/2-206, 735 ILCS 
5/2-207, 735 ILCS 5/2-209, 735 
ILCS 5/2-413, 735 ILCS 5/15-1501 
and 735 ILCS 5/15-1502, and 
that the above-entitled mortgage 
foreclosure suit is now pending in 
said court.
  
You Unknown Owners, Including 
Unknown Heirs and Legatees 
of Jo Ann Lorance deceased; 
Non-Record Claimants; Unknown 
Claimants and Lienholders 
against the Estate of Jo Ann 
Lorance deceased; Unknown 
Claimants and Lienholders 
against the Unknown Heir of 
Jo Ann Lorance deceased; and 
Devisees of Jo Ann Lorance are 
hereby notified that on February 
18, 2020, an order was entered in 
said cause by the Honorable Eric 
I. Long, United States Magistrate 
Judge, ordering that you shall ap-
pear in this case and plead to the 
complaint heretofore filed herein 
by filing same in the above-enti-
tled cause with the undersigned 
Clerk of the United States District 
Court for the Central District of 
Illinois, 201 South Vine Street, 
Suite 218, Urbana, Illinois on or 
before April 1, 2020, and in default 
thereof the court will proceed to 
a hearing and an adjudication of 
this cause before the court, in 
the same manner as if you had 
been served with process within 
the State of Illinois; and that the 
following information applies to 
said foreclosure proceeding:

(i) The names of all plaintiffs and 
the case number are identified 
above.

(ii) The court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.

(iii) The name of the title holder 
of record is: Estate of Jo Ann 
Lorance.  

(iv) The legal description of the 
real estate sufficient to identify 
it with reasonable certainty is as 
follows:

 A part of Lot No. 14 in James B. 
Crawford’s Addition to the Town, 
now City of Paris, described as 
beginning at a point on the North 
line of Madison Street in said 
City 10 feet 4 inches West of the 
Southeast corner of said Lot No. 
14, thence West on said North line 
of Madison Street 60 feet, thence 
North 147.50 feet, thence East and 
parallel to said Madison Street 60 
feet, thence South 147.50 feet to 
the point of beginning, excepting 
therefrom any of said real 
estate contained in the following 
described real estate: Beginning 
at the Southeast corner of said 
Lot 14; thence  W e s t e r l y 
on the South line of said Lot 14 
for 10.33 feet; thence deflect 89 
degrees 32 minutes to the right 
Northerly for 226.33 feet; thence 
deflect 88 degrees 23 minutes to 
the right Easterly on  the North 
line of said Lot 14 for 9.75 feet to 
the Northeast corner of said Lot 
14; thence deflect 91 degrees 28 
minutes to the right Southerly 
for 226.72 feet to the place of 
beginning.

Situated in Edgar County, Illinois.

Parcel # 09-18-01-428-016

A common address or description 
of the location of the real estate is 
as follows:  
401 E. Madison Street, Paris, 

Illinois 61944

(vi) An identification of the mort-
gage sought to be foreclosed is as 
follows:

 Name of mortgagor:  
Jo Ann Lorance (now deceased)
    
  
 Name of mortgagee:  
United States of America acting 
through the Rural Housing Service 
or successor agency, United 
States Department of Agriculture, 
f/k/a Farmers Home 
    
Administration   
 Date of mortgage:   
June 27, 1996   
 Date of recording:  
June 27, 1996

County where recorded:  
Edgar County, IL

Recording document identifica-
tion: Doc No. 96-0007559

On September 25, 2019, the 
Circuit Court for the Fifth Judicial 
Circuit, Edgar County, Illinois in 
Case No. 2019-MR-36, appointed 
John Denton as the Special 
Representative of Estate of Jo Ann 
Lorance, deceased, to represent 
this decedent’s interest in this 
foreclosure proceeding. The real 
estate that is the subject of this 
foreclosure proceeding recited in 
this publication is located at 401 
E. Madison Street, Paris, Illinois 
61944.  All heirs, legatees, persons 
possessing this real estate or 
having assets on this property, 
and anyone knowing of any heirs 
or legatees of this decedent, or 
seeking or having information 
regarding either this real estate, 
the mortgage being foreclosed 
upon or otherwise regarding this 
real estate or foreclosure should 
contact this John Denton, Special 
Representative at telephone num-
ber (815) 472-2634 and at Godin, 
Denton & Elliott, PC, 123 West 
Washington, Momence, Illinois 
60954 not later than 10 days after 
the last publication of this Notice 
in this newspaper. 
  
SHIG YASUNAGA
CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on MARCH 4, 2020 a certificate 

was file in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 

and transacting the business 
known as:

BRIDGET’S BARBER SHOP
Located at: 212 W WASHINGTON 

ST, PARIS
Owner(s):  BRIDGET DAHLIN

Dated:  MARCH 4, 2020

August H Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on March 6, 2020 a certificate 

was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 

and transacting the business 
known as:

ELLA’S RESALE SHOP - 
FORMALLY KNOWN AS BENTON’S 

RESALE

Located at: 125 N CENTRAL AVE, 
PARIS

Owner(s):  ELLA M. RICHARDS

Dated:  MARCH 6, 2020

August H Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

NOTICE OF LETTING
The Edgar County Supervisor of 
Assessments Office is accepting 
bids for Aerial Photography 
Flights.  Sealed bids will be 
received at the 
Edgar County Clerk’s Office, Edgar 
County Court House, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, until 10:00 A.M. on the 
21th day of April, 2020.  Bids will 
be opened and read April 21, 2020 
at 10:00 A.M. at the Edgar County 
Clerk’s Office.
Specification sheets can be 
picked up at the Edgar County 
Clerk’s Office, Edgar County Court 
House, Paris, Illinois, 61944, or 
downloaded from the County’s 
Website at edgarcountyillinois.
com.
Edgar County, in accordance with 
the laws of the State of Illinois, 
hereby notifies all bidders that it 
will affirmatively ensure that the 
contract entered into pursuant 
to this advertisement will be 
awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder without discrimination 
on the grounds of race, color, or 
national origin.
The Edgar County Supervisor of 
Assessments reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids to waive any 
informalities and technicalities, 

and to accept the bid, which in 
its determination best serves the 
needs of Edgar County, Illinois.

BY ORDER OF:

Deena Hasler, C.C.A.O., C.I.A.O.
Edgar County Supervisor of 
Assessments

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes 

Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. 
C. No. 1

To the Electric Patrons of
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 

Ameren Illinois:
Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on March 9, 2020, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC or Commission) 
evidence (direct testimony) 
regarding the reconciliation of rev-
enues collected from its electric 
customers under the Company’s 
Hazardous Materials Adjustment 
Clause (HMAC) Rider, with actual 
and prudent associated costs 
from January 1, 2019 through 
December 31, 2019. The HMAC 
Rider is applicable to Rate Zone 
III only (formerly Illinois Power 
Company d/b/a AmerenIP service 
territory). This reconciliation 
may result in changes to the 
Company’s rates and charges 
with respect to electric delivery 
services in the Company’s Rate 
Zone III service area in Illinois. 
The changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings and 
after the Commission issues its 
final Order.
The Commission docketed the 
filing as Docket No. 20-0123. A 
copy of the evidence may be in-
spected at Ameren Illinois’ offices 
located at 300 Liberty Street, 
Peoria, Illinois or online at  www.
icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/ .
All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President

VILLAGE OF BROCTON 
WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT 

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed Bids for the construction 
of the  Village of Brocton, Edgar 
County, Illinois  will be received, by 
the Village of Brocton, at the office 
of  Milano & Grunloh Engineers, 
LLC, 114 W. Washington Avenue, 
Effingham, IL 62401  until  2:00 
P.M.   local time on  April 7, 2020   
at  which time the Bids received 
will be  publicly  opened and read. 
The Project consists of replacing 
9,060 lineal feet of 6” PVC 
Watermain (8,500 trenching and 
560 of bore), 540 lineal feet of 
Directional Yelomine Bore and re-
placing approximately 101 meters.

Bids will be received for a single 
prime Contract. Bids shall be on a 
unit price basis, as indicated in the 
Bid Form.

The Issuing Office for the 
Bidding Documents is:  Milano 
& Grunloh Engineers, LLC, 
114 W. Washington Avenue, 
Effingham, IL 62401, Ph: (217) 
347-7262, Project Engineer: 
Lee R. Beckman, P.E., Email: 
mgengineers@mgengineers.
com . Prospective Bidders may 
examine the Bidding Documents 
at the Issuing Office on Mondays 
through Fridays between the 
hours of  7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. , and 
may obtain copies of the Bidding 
Documents from the Issuing 
Office as described below.

Bidding Documents may be exam-
ined at the office of the Engineer,  
Milano & Grunloh Engineers, 
LLC, 114 W. Washington Avenue, 
Effingham, IL 62401 , on Mondays 
through Fridays between the 
hours of  7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Some of the project funding 
would be from the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
program. Attention is called to the 
fact that the firm must ensure 
that employees and applicants for 
employment are not discriminat-
ed against because of their race, 
color, religion, sex, or national 
origin and that Federal Section 3 
and all other Federal, State and 
Local provisions shall apply. The 
Village of Brocton reserves the 
right to reject any or all proposals 
or to waive any informalities in the 
procurement process.
Section 746 of Title VII of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act 
of 2017 (Division A – Agricultural, 
Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2017) applies an American 
Iron and Steel requirement to 
this project. All iron and steel 
products used in this project 
must be produced in the United 
States. The term “iron and steel 
products” means the following 

products made primarily of iron 
or steel: lined or unlined pipes and 
fittings, manhole covers and other 
municipal castings, hydrants, 
tanks, flanges, pipe clamps and 
restraints, valves, structural steel, 
reinforced precast concrete, 
and construction materials. The 
Deminimis Components, Minor 
Components, Pig Iron, Stainless 
Steel Nuts & Bolts waivers apply 
to this contract.

Printed copies of the Bidding 
Documents may be obtained from 
the Issuing Office, during the hours 
indicated above, upon payment of 
a non-refundable fee of $ _25.00_ 
for each set. Checks for Bidding 
Documents shall be payable to “ 
Milano & Grunloh Engineers, 
LLC ”. Upon request and receipt of 
the document fee indicated above, 
the Issuing Office will transmit the 
Bidding Documents via delivery 
service. The date that the Bidding 
Documents are transmitted by the 
Issuing Office will be considered 
the Bidder’s date of receipt of the 
Bidding Documents. Partial sets 
of Bidding Documents will not be 
available from the Issuing Office. 
Neither Owner nor Engineer will 
be responsible for full or partial 
sets of Bidding Documents, 
including Addenda if any, obtained 
from sources other than the 
Issuing Office.

Bid security shall be furnished in 
accordance with the Instructions 
to Bidders.

Prime Contractors are required 
to be registered and active on  
www.sam.gov (System of Award 
Management) prior to issuance of 
bid documents.

Owner:   Village of Brocton
By:       Dennis Cary
Title:   Village President
Date:   March 13, 2020

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF ILLINOIS EDGAR COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF EVELYN M. MULLINS, 

DECEASED  
NOTICE OF ISSUANCE OF 
INDEPENDENT LETTERS 

TESTAMENTARY AND CLAIM 
PERIOD 

No. 2020-P-9

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO KNOWN 
AND UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
CLAIMANTS: 
Independent Letters Testamentary 
were issued on March 11, 2020 to 
NICOLE MULLINS, Executor 
for the Estate of Evelyn M. Mullins, 
Deceased. The Attorney for the 
Estate is CHAD S. BECKETT 
of BECKETT LAW OFFICE, P.C., 
508 South Broadway Avenue, 
Urbana, Illinois 61801. 

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court, Edgar 
County Courthouse, 115 W. Court 
Street, Paris, Illinois, with a copy 
to the Executor (care of her 
attorney at the address below), 
within six (6) months from the 
first publication date of this 
Notice. 

Any claim not filed on or before 
said date is barred. 
Chad S. Beckett BECKETT LAW 
OFFICE, P.C. 508 S. Broadway Ave. 
Urbana, IL 61801 Phone: 217/328-
0263 Fax: 217-328-0290

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on APRIL 9, 
2020, to satisfy liens held on de-
linquent accounts located at the 
below properties and ending at 
the assigned times.  The auction 
is an online auction conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com.
610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 
12:00 PM CST:  Amanda Jensen 
(309-087).

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN

To the legal voters, residents of 
the Town of Paris in the County of 
Edgar and State of Illinois, that the
Annual Town Meeting of said 
Town will take place on

Tuesday, April 14, 2020
being the second Tuesday of said 
month
at the hour of 6:00 o’clock P.M. at 
the
Paris Township Building
204 Ten Broeck Street

For the transaction of General 
Business

James H. Mathis, Town Clerk

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

John and Jane Cheesewright of Dana, IN. 
Downsizing Auction Part Three 
ONLINE ONLY AUCTION 
Bidding Opens: March 31st

Bidding Begins to Close: 4pm on April 14th
Antiques, Tools, Primitives, Collectibles & More

Visit us at calliebaberauction.com & 
click “ONLINE BIDDING!” 

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes
Gas Service Schedule Ill. C. C. No. 2 

To the Gas Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or "Company") hereby gives notice to the public that on February 21, 
2020, it has filed with the Illinois Commerce Commission (“ICC” or “Commission”) 
proposed changes in its rates and charges, terms and conditions of service for natural 
gas delivery services throughout its territory in the State of Illinois.  The proposed 
changes are applicable to Rate Zones I, II and III.  
 This filing reflects an increase in total gas revenues collected from customers, exclu-
sive of taxes, but includes the cost of purchased gas and other charges of 7.74 per-
cent based upon a 2021 future test year, includes various rate design proposals, and 
includes proposals for new or modified services.  
The proposed percent changes for AIC's Rate Zones' rate classifications are as follows.  
The percent changes are calculated based on the total revenues collected from 
customers, exclusive of taxes, but including the cost of purchased gas Riders TBS, QIP, 
VITA and ITCA and other charges.

                            Rate Classification                                                                  Percent Change
GDS-1 Residential Delivery Service classification                                        7.55%
GDS-2 Small General Delivery Service classification                                      6.62%
GDS-3 Intermediate General Delivery Service classification                   11.32%
GDS-4 Large General Delivery Service classification                           13.71%
GDS-5 Seasonal Delivery Service classification                                       9.65%

Rate GDS-6 – Inadequate Capacity Delivery Service, an optional rate, does not have 
any customers taking service under this tariff in which to provide proposed changes. 

The proposed percent changes in residential rates by consumption level are as follows. 
The percent changes are calculated based on the total revenues collected from cus-
tomers, including the cost of purchased gas, other charges and taxes.

                                      Rate Classification                                              Percent Change     Average Monthly 
                                                                                                                              Dollar Change
GDS-1 Residential Delivery Service classification   
       Residential customer using 530 therms annually (or      
       approximately 44 therms monthly)                                                   

4.8%       $2.39

       Residential customer using 745 therms annually (or  
       approximately 62 therms monthly)                                                   

7.1%       $4.27

       Residential customer using 934 therms annually (or 
       approximately 78 therms monthly)                                               

 8.5%      $5.92

  Proposed changes to Rider S – System Gas Service include updates to the Unsub-
scribed Bank Capacity Charge and Uncollectible Factor, and a new Working Capital 
Adjustment.  Rider TBS – Transportation Banking Service reflects a 16.27% capacity 
charge increase.
A copy of the proposed change in schedule may be inspected at the Ameren Illinois 
office at 300 Liberty Street, Peoria, Illinois.
Customers should be advised that the Commission may alter or otherwise amend the 
rates or conditions of service after hearings are held pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code. 
200, and may increase or decrease individual rates in amounts other than those 
requested by Ameren Illinois.
All parties interested in this matter may obtain information with respect thereto either 
directly from Ameren Illinois or by addressing the Chief Clerk of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission, 527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President & CEO

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

CHAMPAIGN — State 
conservationist Ivan Doz-
ier announced the appli-
cation period for the 2020 
Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program (ACEP-
WRE). 

“The first application 
cut-off date has been estab-
lished,” Dozier said. “Right 
now we’re accepting ap-
plications for Wetland Re-
serve Easements (WRE). 
Applications that meet pro-
gram eligibility and ranking 
criteria and are received by 
April 13 will be considered 
for the 2020 program.”

For ACEP-WRE in 
FY20, Illinois was allocated 
$5.4 million. NRCS may es-
tablish a second application 
funding cutoff opportunity 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Learn To Run is a popular 
free program by the Edgar 
County Health Department, 
Bee Well of Edgar County and 
Paris Pacers with a goal of help-
ing people learn how to prop-
erly run. 

The emphasis is on building 
endurance rather than speed 
or distance in a supportive and 
group environment. Over a 10-
week period, participants will 
work on skills during sessions 
that gradually switch over from 
walking with some running to 
an objective of running non-
stop for 30 minutes. Some par-
ticipants might not achieve the 
objective but will find they are 
running more and walking less 
than when they started.

During week 1, people will 
run two minutes then walk 

Learn To Run starts April 7

Wetland Reserve Easements due
NRCS protects 
farmland, wetlands 
and grasslands

ADULTING CAREER FAIR AT PHS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Firefighter Justin Jackson takes students on a tour of a firetruck’s equipment during the Adulting 
Career Fair at Paris Cooperative High School. Jackson, fellow fireman Michael Warner and fire cap-
tain Steve Gallagher explained the educational requirements for firefighting and what to expect 
on the job.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Rhonda Walker, left, and Christina Hoffman staff the Horizon Health booth during the Adulting 
Career Fair Friday morning, March 13 at the high school. Topics of discussion at this booth includ-
ed internships and job shadowing.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Joshua Frank of North American Lighting, Inc. tells students about the NAL’s opportunities for 
internships, scholarships and careers during the Adulting Career Fair, March 13.

four minutes and repeat that 
cycle until the 30-minute pe-
riod has elapsed. The length of 
the running sessions increase 
gradually each week, while the 
period of walking gets shorts. 
Half way through at week 5 
people should be running for 
eight minutes followed by a 
two-minute walk. 

Learn to Run offers four 
sessions weekly 5:30-6:10 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday. 
Participants are not expected 
to run at all four sessions as rest 
periods in between training are 
also important for success. Sat-
urday morning runs are a pos-
sibility if volunteers become 
available to supervise the train-
ing session.

Each session starts with a 
five-minute warmup, a 30-min-
ute run/walk and a five-minute 
cool down stretch. It is import-

ant participants be on time or 
show up early.

Running locations may vary 
between Twin Lakes Park, 
Schwartz Park and Edgar Cem-
etery and other possible loca-
tions. 

More information, sign-up 
forms and waiver forms may 
be found at LearnToRunParis-
IL@gmail.com.

Enrollment is now open and 
the first training session April 7 
at Schwartz Park starts at 5:15 
p.m. to allow time for collect-
ing paperwork and reviewing 
the program.

Given the rapidly changing 
situation of the COVID-19 
health crisis, those interested 
in this program are advised to 
check the learn to run Face-
book page or call the Edgar 
County Health Department, 
217-465-2212, for updates.

later this year if all funds are 
not used in the first application 
cutoff. Dozier reminds farmers 
and landowners they can apply 
for ACEP and all conserva-
tion programs at any time, as 
sign-up is continual and appli-
cations can be submitted any 
time.

NRCS offers two types of 
easements through ACEP: 
Agricultural Land Easements 
(ALE) and Wetland Reserve 
Easements (WRE). NRCS 
will establish an application 
cutoff for ALE at a later date. 
NRCS is still finalizing rank-
ing criteria for fiscal year 2020. 
The Geographic Area Rate 
Caps (GARCs) have been es-
tablished and are available on 
the NRCS website. GARCs 
establish the rate per acre that 
NRCS pays to landowners for 
the ACEP-WRE easement. 

The purpose of the Wetland 
Reserve Easements (WRE) is 
to help landowners enhance 
and protect habitat for wet-
land wildlife on their lands, 

reduce impacts from flooding, 
recharge groundwater, pro-
vide outdoor recreation and 
increase habitat for migratory 
waterfowl. 

NRCS provides technical 
and financial assistance direct-
ly to private landowners to 
restore, protect and enhance 
wetlands through the purchase 
of these easements, and eligi-
ble landowners can choose to 
enroll in a permanent or 30-
year easement. To apply for a 
wetlands easement through 
ACEP-WRE, visit NRCS a lo-
cal USDA Service Center.

More information about 
ACEP and other NRCS con-
servation programs in Illinois 
can be found at www.il.nrcs.
usda.gov/programs.

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.
com

SPRINGFIELD – Al-
though many Illinoisans 
are being urged to work re-
motely from home during 
the ongoing coronavirus 
outbreak, that does not 
appear to be an option for 
state lawmakers. 

A spokesman for Senate 
President Don Harmon 
said in an email that Article 
IV, Section 5 of the Illinois 
Constitution says sessions 
of each house of the Gen-
eral Assembly must be 
open to the public unless 
two-thirds of the members 
vote to close them. He also 

General Assembly cannot hold 
remote meetings, officials say
Spokeman cites 
Constitution and 
state law by way of 
explanation

pointed to a state law that 
says legislative sessions must 
be held in the seat of govern-
ment which is Springfield.

That statute goes on to say 
the governor may convene a 
session, “at some other place 
when it is necessary, in case of 
pestilence or public danger.” 
Arguably, the COVID-19 ep-
idemic might meet that stan-
dard, but the spokesman said 
the words “some other place” 
would most likely be inter-
preted to mean some other 
physical location.

Both the House and Senate 
have announced they will not 
meet next week, marking the 
second straight week the ses-
sion has been put on hold due 
to the public health concerns.

Earlier this week, Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker issued an executive 
order suspending portions of 
the Illinois Open Meetings 
Act so local governments and 
other public boards could 

hold remote meetings. But 
the General Assembly is not 
covered by the Open Meet-
ings Act.

Some members of Con-
gress, meanwhile, are urg-
ing they be allowed to hold 
remote meetings. Among 
them is Sen. Dick Durbin, 
D-Illinois, who introduced 
a resolution Thursday, along 
with Ohio Republican Sen. 
Rob Portman, that would al-
low senators to vote remotely 
during a national crisis.

“We live in an age where 
national emergencies, public 
health crises, and terrorism 
can threaten the ordinary 
course of Senate business,” 
Durbin said in a statement. 
“We need to bring voting in 
the Senate into the 21st cen-
tury so that our important 
work can continue even under 
extraordinary circumstances. 
Bob Dylan was right: ‘The 
times they are a-changin.’”

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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226 W. Court St. •  Paris, IL 61944

Curbside Pickup Daily  
11 a.m-9 p.m.

In-Town Delivery Daily  
11 a.m.-7 p.m.  $20 minimum

(217) 465-5812  309 W. Jasper St.  

Go to our Facebook 
& Click SHOP 
NOW or call 
to order! 217-465-8588

CrossRoads 
Family Restaurant

(217) 826-5829 
 2002 N. Illinois Hwy 1 • Marshall, IL 

(217) 826-1100  
1314 N. Michigan Ave • Marshall, IL 

PIT STOP

205 Oak Street • Redmon, IL

Betty Jane’s Betty Jane’s 
    KitchenKitchen

110 E. Madison • Paris 
217-921-3764

256 N Main St, Paris                
217-463-6667

(217) 251-2636(217) 251-2636
116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL  (West side of the square) 

 Carry-out 
& 

delivery ONLY

Wed-Fri  9-2
CLOSED 

SATURDAY

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room   
 Antiques&

226 N. Main St, • Paris
(217) 463-3219

Carry out available!
To place your order call 217-921-3196

Bring this coupon in and receive 10% on 
your next carry out order.

Specials Everyday!618 E. Jasper • Paris    

(217) 921-3196

120 W Court Street  • Paris, IL

132 N. Illinois St. • Chrisman, IL

hhrisman Cafesman Cafe´́
217-269-2826

(217) 466-5824

Los Tres 
Caminos

508 E Jasper St. • Paris

217-463-8000

Drive-thru and Delivery
ONLY

Sun-Thur   4-9 p.m.
Fri & Sat.  4-10 p.m.

Curbside
& Delivery

ONLY

Mon-Sat  6 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Temporary Hours

Carry-out
ONLY

217-264-9508

Mon-Sun  6 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Call-in

Curbside

Tues-Sun  11 a.m.- 10 p.m.
Curbside
Delivery

Tues-Fri  6:30 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Fri & Sat  8 - 11:30 a.m.

Drive-Thru & Delivery
Ask for details on delivery

Sun-Thur  11 a.m.- 9 p.m.
Fri & Sat  11 a.m.- 9 p.m.
Pick-up and delivery!

Mon-Fri  7 a.m.- 7 p.m.
 Sat & Sun  7 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Carry out, curbside & delivery

Mon-Sun  7 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Wed-Thur & Fri  4:30-7 p.m  
Curbside, Pick-Up & Delivery

Mon-Sun  
11 a.m.- 2 p.m. & 4-8 p.m.

Carry out & Curbside ONLY
Mon-Sat

7:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Pick-up & Curbside ONLY

(217) 269-2500
140 Madison Ave, Chrisman, IL

West Union Cafe

(217) 279-3693
111 S State Hwy 1, West Union, Il

Temporarily
CLOSED

Sweet Vintage
Tuscany

New China Buffet
Twisted Piston Cafe

Mon-Sat  11 a.m.- 8 p.m.
  

Mon-Sat  6 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Sun  6 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Pick-up, Curbside &

Local Delivery

Family Market
Cafe, Deli & more

8 a.m - 6 p.m.
7 days a weeks

Carryout, local delivery

Sat  7 a.m.- 6:30 p.m.
Sun  9 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Closed Monday
Tues-Fri  7 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Limited Menu

The Lion’s Den

402 Archer Ave, Marshall, IL

Lunch  11 a..m - 1 p.m
Regular evening hours  

(217) 826-1340
 

Drive-Thru & Delivery
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